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CHAPTER I. 

“TF you will not aid him, sir, it only remains 
for me to die!’’ 

The great Sleuth was sitting in his library. 
There came a ring at his door-bell, and a few 
moments later a sweet-faced girl was ushered 
into the great detective’s presence. In the man- 
ner peculiar to himself, the noted criminal-taker 
glanced at her, and in that one glance read as 
much as most men would learnin anhour. The 
fair visitor appeared to be laboring under great 
distress and excitement, and for a moment could 
not speak. She was trembling; her lips moved, 
‘. but there came no sound. 

In his kindly and reassuring manner the de- 
P tective said: : 
“Take a seat, miss, and calm yourself. Do 
not fear; I will listen to all you have to say. 1 
am in no hurry, and you need not be."’ 

The girl took aseat. She was plainly dressed 
and very pretty, and hers was a fine face. She 
was evidently a girl well educated and possessed 
of great natural force of character. 

“We have had pleasant weather,”’ said the 
detective. 

Thg girl managed to articulate: 

ee et 

“ Shall I give you a glass of wine? ‘You ap- 
pear fatigued.’’ 

a an net fatigued, sir, I am much obliged. 
I do not need any wine; I never drink it.”’ 

The detective smiled and said: 

“*T never recommend it only as a medicine, 
and it is much better when one can get along 
without it.”’ 

Sleuth was merely talking so as to enable his 
visitor to recover her composure, and he kept 
on talking about one thing and another until he 

, so that the girl talked quite easily, 
and then he said: 

“ Now tell me the nature of your business. 
Do not be afraid; I will listen, and you can con- 
fide fally in me,”’ 

“ | an a teacher in a public school, sir.’’ 

“ Ah, yes; a very honorable vocation.”’ 


“ | am an orphan, sir.”’ 


“* Indeed?’ 
unfortunate, J do not 


= Yea, wr: I am ¥ 
know that I have a living relative in the world. 


y My tether was a profemor in a college. He died 
+ 1 was alxvut eleven years old; my mother 
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had died some years previously. I was educated 
through a scholarship that was awarded to me 
through the influence of the president of the 
college, and when I graduated from the Normal 
School and obtained my certificate, I came to 
New York, and through the influence of the 
college faculty secured a position as teacher in 
the New York schools.”’ 

“* Yau are very young to teach.”’ 

““T am past twenty, sir.’’ 

““ Indeed ?”’ 

“And now, sir, I will tell you my story. 
Oh, Iam so unfortunate! A few months after 
my arrival in New York I made the acquaint- 
ance of a young man.”’ 

A shadow fell over the great thief-taker’s face; 
but he made no comment, and the girl pro- 
ceeded: 

“ After a few months this young man com- 
menced to visit me regularly, and we are now 
engaged to be raarried; but—’’ 

he girl stopped short. 

“* Proceed,’’ said the detective. 

“Oh, sir!’’ the girl ejaculated, and again re- 
mained silent. i 

“* Proceed,’’ said Sleuth.’ 

“* How can I tell you, sir?’’ 

“Has he deceived you?’’ 

““No, sir—oh, no!_ He is the soul of honor, 
and he loves me. We were to be married in two 
weeks, but now—”’ 

Again the girl stopped. 

** Proceed,’’ said the detective. 

"Oh, sir, it is so unfortunate! 
terrible trouble has come upon us.’ 

** Tell me all about it.” 

“It’s terrible!’’ muttered the girl. 

** Why do you not get married? 
come between you?”’ 

** Albert is in jail, sir.’”’ 

‘* Who is Albert?’’ 

“ The gentleman who was to become my hus- 
band.,”’ 

“* His name is Albert?” 

‘* Yes, sir, Albert Gray.’ 

A spasm passed over the sweet face of ee 
as she mentioned the name, and her whole face 
assumed a ghastly hue. 

* Bo you were to marry Albert Gray?’ 

“* Yes, sir.’”’ 

The detective recognized the name and knew 
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the circumstances in the case. The confidential 
clerk of a great firm had robbed the concern of 
nearly half a million dollars. When the rob- 
bery was discovered, and before his arrest. he 
had committed suicide. After his death papers 
were found implicating snother* clerk in the 
ottice—a young man named Albert Gray—and 
pretended proofs were left to indicate that the 
young man Gray had been the arch-villain. 
He had not only stolen money outright, but had 
been guilty of forgery in many instances, In- 
deed, the case against him was seemingly con- 
clusive. When confronted with an accusation 
the young man appeared overwhelmed, but in 
the most earnest manner protested his innocence; 
but, alas! when his record was huntéd up, there 
was discovered circumstances that were strange- 
ly confirmative and corroboratory of the charge. 

It was discovered that he had been in another 
house; that he had been discharged for gam- 
bling, and it was also proven that he had been a 
regular attendant at race-tracks. No proof was 
obtained that he had previously taken anything 
that did not belong to him, as his previous em- 
ployers refused to say, and their refusal left the 
intimation that he had begn dishonest previous 
to the last disclosure. He had been put under 
arrest, and every effort had been used to induce 
him to make a confession, but he sturdily de 
nied his guilt. 

Over four hundred thousand dollars in bonds 
were missing, and it was supposed that the bulk 
of these bonds were subject to the order of Al- 
bert Gray. Propositions had been made pre- 
vious i his arrest suggesting immunity from 
prosecution if he would only confess and restore 
the plunder; but the young man maintained his 
innocence and denied all knowledge of the 
crime, and declared he knew nothing about the 
whereabouts of the plunder, and finally he was 
put in jail. : 

It was declared by the officers that he was a 
young man, and was prepared to go up fora 
number of years, and then come forth and enjoy 
his wealth, as others have done. rg 

“ But,”’ they added, ‘‘in this cuse we will 
send him up for so long a term that his stolen 
wealth will do him no good.,’’ 

All these facta were known to Sleuth, and 
they were recalled to him when the girl men- 
tioned the name of Albert Gray, 
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The detective had not given the circumstances 
much thought, and in a superficial reading of 
the testimony he had concluded that the young 
man Was guilty. 

He took some time to think the matter over, 
however, ‘after the girl had made the disclosure 
of the name, and during the time the girl sat 
watching his face, and finally he said: 

‘* Miss, I can not see that I can help you;” 
and it was then the girl uttered the exclamation 
with which we open our narrative: 

“Tf you will not aid him, sir, it only remains 
for me to die!” 


CHAPTER ILI. 

THERE came a sad expression over the de- 
tective’s face. He waited while the girl strug- 
gled to repress the sobs that sought to burst 
from her. 

‘““Why should you utter this threat against 
yourself, miss? Would you wish to marry a 
criminal? Do you not think it fortunate that 
this disclosure has come before you were his 
wife? Were you married, you would come 
under the cloud; now it has passed over you.’’ 

‘* He is not acriminal, sir. He is as innocent 
as youorl. No, sir; it is a foul conspiracy.” 

“* How do you know he is innocent?”’ 

** He has told me he is innocent.” 

» “Certainly; he would not confess his guilt 
to you. What is your name?” 

““ My name is Mary Penham.”’ 

“* And you think, Mary, that this young man 
is innocent?” 

““T know he is innocent.”’ 

“* How do you know it?” 

“Tf you were to talk to him, sir, you would 
be convinced.” 

““ But you forget his record is not good.”’ 

‘Sir, I know what you mean. Can I tell 
you the circumstances under which I met this 
young man?’ 

‘* Certainly.”’ 

“*T was a teacher in an evening school.. One 
night I was on my way home, and I saw a 
young man walking ahead of me. . He stag- 
gered, and I knew that he was intoxicated. He 
fell, and I stood and*watched. He did not rise 
to his feet. I thought he might be dead. I 
went to him. He looked like one who was 
dead. I sought to raise him to his feet. An 
officer came along. The young man recovered 
consciousness, and, to a certain extent, his fall 
had sobered. him. When the officer raised him, 
he said to me: 

““* Will you take him straight home? Other- 
wise I will be compelled to take him in.’ I 
knew that meant an arrest, and I said: 

“ “Twill take him home.’ I offered the young 
man my arm, and as I did so I noticed a glitter 
in his eyes—a look of amused intelligence. Tle 
accepted my arm. We walked on fora short 
distance, and he said: 

““You are a good girl. If you had not 
offered to see me home, I would have been ar- 
rested, and that would have been ruin. I am 
already under a cloud.’ 

** “How can you do it?’ I asked, 

““* Well, that’s the question I am asking my- 
self,’ he said; and then, withdrawing from his 
hold upon my arm, he said, extending his hand: 
“I will never do it again. When I say so, I 
mean it.’ We were standing under a street- 
lamp at the moment. I had a plain view of his 
face. His is a remarkable face. He is a sin- 
gularly handsome youth. His is a classic face, 
and one who looks upon it will find it hard to 
believe that he is a villain. I will confess that 
I was charmed. I am\but a woman, but I was 
drawn toward that young man by some strange 
spell. My deepest interest in him was immedi- 
ately aroused. I love him now. I could not 
help feeling a strange interest in him from the 
first moment my glance rested upon his face.”’ 

‘““T have seen many rogues with very hand- 
some faces,’’ said the detective. 

“Yes, sir; that may be true, but there is 
something in Albert’s face that you will find 
different from any other face you ever saw.”’ 

‘* Did you accompany him to his home?"’ 

“No, sir. We parted right then and there, 
But upon the following night, when I came 
forth from my school, I found him Waiting for 
me, P 

‘“ Had you agreed to meet?” 

4 No, sir. But I will be perfectly frank, and 
will admit I was pleased to see him, He was 
perfectly sober, and if he looked handsome upon 
the previous night, he really looked far hand- 
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somer as he came forward and addressed me 
upon the occasion of our second meeting.’ 

‘“ What excuse did he give for coming to meet 

ou?” 

‘“He told me that he had thought over my 
kindness of the previous night, and he had 
come over himself to express his gratitude. 
That, sir, is how I first met Albert Gray.’”’” 

‘“* And how long ago is that?” 

“Over ayear ago.’’ ae nate 

‘‘ Has he kept his word as to drinking?”’ 

‘‘ Yes, sir; and he has never handled a card 
since that night.”’ : : 

‘‘ But he was discharged for gambling since 
then.”’ . 

‘‘ No, sir; this discharge had taken place about 
that time, and previous to his first meeting with 
me. Later on he told me his story.”’ 

‘* What is his history?’’ 

“Like me, he is anorphan. He knows noth- 
ing about his parents—that is, he does not re- 
member having a father or mother. He was 
bound out {o a farmer, who treated him badly. 
He ran away and came to New York. He got 
work and attended night school, and was very 
studious. “He did get into the habit of gam- 
bling; but, sir, he told me that he had only at- 
tended a dozen horse-races in his life, and had 
not béen in a gambling-saloon a greater number 
of times. The night I saw him was the first 
time he had ever been intoxicated, and since 
that time he has never been to a horse-race, has 
never entered a gambling-saloon, has never 
drunk a drop of liquor.” 

** You believe this to be true?” 

“Yes, sir; I know it is true.’’ 

“The evidence against him is very strong.”’ 

“Tt is certainly an unfortunate series of cir- 
cumstances, sir; but he is innocent.” 

- “Has he ever made any explanation to you 
since his arrest?”’ 

No, sir.?* 

‘Did you ask him to explain?” 

+S-Y-es, sir; 2 

““ And what did he say?”’ 

““ He said he could make no explanation, be- 
cause he could not understand it himself.’? ~~ 

“Did he advance any theory?”’ 

SUN Osi Ta 

AL the detective meditated, and 
said: a 
‘““ My poor child, I can not see that I can do 
anything for you.”’ 

The girl’s fair face was upturned toward him 
when he spoke, and there came over it a look of 
such absolute despair that the good-nature of 
the detective was touched, and from the good- 
ness of his great heart he said: 

“IT did not say I would not try.”’ 

There came a look of gladness to the fair face 
that was delightful to behold, and from that 
instant the detective determined that he would 
try. 

‘““[ can not give you any hope at present,’’ he 
said; ‘* but I will investigate, and I may decide 
to take hold of the case. I can not tell.’’ 

‘“ How much will it cost, sir?’’ 

The detective smiled, 

“‘ IT have a few hundred dollars, sir, that were 
held in trust for me, and I have saved a little 
money. Ihave nearly a thousand dollars.”’ 

“ Poor child!’’ was the thought that ran 
through Old Sleuth’s mind; but he said: 

““We will talk about that later on. You 
come here at this same hour of the clock to- 
morrow night, and then I will tell you how 
much it will cost.” 


then 


CHAPTER III. 

Tut girl rose from her seat, but seemed dis- 
inclined to go. 

“ What would you say?” 

‘Oh, sir, if it would cost more than I have, 
I will agree to pay you as fast as I can,” 

‘‘ If you spend all your money, how will you 
get married?” 
* The detective only made the last remark as a 
sort of diversion, 

“We are both young. We can wait, All 
that is needed now is to prove his innocence,’ 

““ And you think I can do that?”’ 

“Yes, sir, you éan.”’ 

The girl spoke with peculiar emphasis and 
confidence, and her great confidence touched 
ane Ne detective, and as his glance softened. he 
said: 1 

‘“T have about retired from business. I am 
getting to be an old man; but I will say that if 
after investigation, I feel justified in believing 
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in this young man’s innocence, I will do all I 
can to establish it, and I will do it for your 
sake.”’ i 

“* You are so Rind!’ 

‘*Come, come; we will not talk about that 
now, and do not place too great confidence in 
what I say. Mark well my words: my promise 
is contingent, and at present all J promise is 
to investigate. ”’ 

‘Yes, sir; I understand.” e , 

‘‘You appear to have great confidence in 
me.” ( 

‘* Oh, yes, sir, I have.’’ “7 

‘Suppose, after I investigate, I come to the 
conclusion that the young man is guilty, what 
will yeu do then?” P ’ 

‘“‘ Whatever you advise, sir,”’ came the guile- 
less answer, 

“Poor girl—poor, innocent girl!’ was the 
thought that again ran through the detective’s 
mind. s 

‘* We shall see,’’ he said. ~ 

‘*T have confidence in you, sir—confidence in 
your judgment—and I have confidence in Al- 
bert, and I know that after you have investigat- 
ed you will become as thoreughly convinced of 
his innocence as I am.”’ 

-“T trust you are correct, for your own sake; 
for again I say, if I am led to believe that the 
young man is really innocent, I will establish 
his innocence, if it takes me the balance of my 
life to-do it. And now you can go, and return 
about this time to-morrow evening, and then I 
will tell you what I can do; but—’’ ‘ 

The girl looked up wistfully in his face, and 
the detective resumed: = 

““T fear I will have to give you the advice.” 

** No, no; you will be bound to your promise 
if aoe convince you that you shall be well 
paid.”’ <A . 

Sleuth laughed in his quiet way, and said: 

““ We shall see.’’ 

A few moments later the detective was alone, 
and there came a change over his countenance. 

“lt is a sad life-history,’’ he said. ‘‘ Yes, . 
but I will keep my promise. But that man is 
guilty. I am satisfied of that; the proofs are 
too overwhelming.’’ 

A little later the detective went to his tele-- 
phone and called, when the little tinkle came: 

“Ts that you, Badger?’’ 

ce Ay, ay! ’ - < 

‘Can you leave town and see me?”’ 

“ Certainly.”’ 

‘* Come at once.”’ . 

Half an hour later a younger man than Sleuth 
—but a keen-faced, resolute-looking man—en- 
tered the great detective’s presence. The two 
men lighted their cigars, and Sleuth said: 

“* Old pard, I don’t know but I've got a ecase.”’ 

“T told you that you would get on to another 
case some day.’’ ; 

“*T am not on to it yet. But you have read . 
up this big case down in Wall Street?’’ 

““ You mean the case of Davis?’ , : 

ce Yes, ” ‘ Z 

““T’ve read it up.” 

+ ney have got young Gray. in jail.” 

es.”’ : 

: ‘ a you ever see that young man?”’ 

os 

“ What's your idea?” : 

““He’s the arch-devil in the matter. Poor 
Davis! if he hadn’t killed himself, I think he 
could have established his innocence.’” 

2 ae left some papers after his death?”’ 

es. 
7 ae you know all about those papers?” 
es. 

“Tell me about them,’’ 

Badger proceeded to tell the history of the 
papers found after the death of Davis, and 
Sleuth lay back in his chair with his eyes closed 
and listened. When his old-time pal had con- 
cluded, the detective said: ; 

‘“ That is a pretty clear case.” 

eae 

it Derk committed suicide before his arrest?” | 
es, 

“i ae the aa where were they found?” | 

ley were lying on a ‘table i 
where Davis killed himself.” oes 
e a where they could be found?” 
es, 


bee 


. 


““The suicide evidently i 
should be found?” MS ea ae = ; 


“Yes; he evidently wanted it 
be established,’ e ea i ee 


‘inet he was innocent, why did_he kill him- 
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oan, ee - . oe eth a eat oe oe 
q ust have been a weak man, and did | ran down on her she admitted she was to * Ei 
e° i. a t marry How? 
os to _ “— eee oe a pgm : aa soya in one of his old-time smiles, 
. pulled book at does she seem like?’’ and, with a peculiar emphasi 1 ‘ 
motes, and he entered slastan-} ‘She seems to be a very innocent girl. She | said: ; cae eee 


as recorded in full, and underlined the | is a sweet-faced creature, greatly beloved by the| ‘* That fellow was not a weak man.” 
a man, ; scholars under her care, and also by the teach-| ‘‘ What the devil is he getting at?’ was 


had Davis?” ers in her school.”’ Badger’s comment. 
child.”’ ““ You can not get on to anything?” 
~ . “* No—say that she is, or was, a great deal in 
ray s company.”’ 
he shoot?” How Spee her dress?”’ CHAPTER V, 
4 ~~ off the top of his head almost, by} ‘‘She has never dressed save in accord with| ‘‘ You’vr got a theory, old man?’”’ said Bad 
“ roe in his mouth. a her position.” ger, after a moment. 
ae ~ himself beyond all recognition, I Any jewelry? “Oh, no, not specially; but you know, Bad- 


7 = “‘T can not Jearn that she has ever had any.” ger, I never believe a)] I hear,”’ 
et ae : x “Everything proper between her and the|~ “‘ Let us into your idea.” 

a Se ‘He had nerve at the last, for a weak man. young man?” © ** Not to-day—to-morrow. But you attend 
; a Oh, that don't count; weak men are more Everything, as far as I’ve got on to them | to the Jittle matter I asked of you, will you?”’ 
ral to commit suicide than men with good | yet * Oh, certainly; I'll get that down all right.’ 


 merves."” “ You say she is a mystery?” “‘ Good-night, Badger.”’ 
= > Tocn 7 assented Sleuth, with a peculiar| “‘ 7a = ' “You want to shake me?’ 
gleam eyes. ““ Why do you say $0?” “Yes. I may have a theory when I see yo 
rs “What are you up to, old man? Whatisit} “She is so innocent looking; and yet she | again."’ . A Sot 


op ma suspect?” : : must be deep. I am satisfied she knows a great] Sleuth went away, and Badger, turning to 

“Oh, nothing; I'm just laying out a few/deal. I’ve run her under all kinds of tests, | another detective who was present, remarked: 
‘or later consideration.”” but can’t draw her out.”’ ** That man is a wonder. He goes into things 

Yon are making notes? Have you seen him?” as though he possessed supernatural powers.” 

wo - 


a 
be 
7 


You 


, : Yes, once.”’ , Y ‘He may be in league with the devil.”’ 
Are going into this case?” 1 ae , Have you talked with him?” “Td believe so if it were not that he is too 
“T don't w. By the bye, Badger, is it ‘Yes, under cover.” good a man He basa heart as soft as a wom- 


posit e that young Gray can be innocent?”’ Well?” : an‘s, and men Who are so close to the devil are 


“* That man is one of coolest young rogues} ‘“‘ He is a-deep one.”’ not apt to be as good and true as he is.”’ 
_ that ever went unhung. He will not commit} ‘‘ What sort of a looking chap?” “Sleuth is a good-hearted man.”’ 
suicide; he has mec nerve.” “Very handsome. No one would suspect he} ‘‘ You bet! And if he goes into a new case, 
<a was a villain.’’ it’s his heart takes him into it.”’ 


_ ** Have you seen him? ; 

ao but I've talked with some of the officers] ‘“‘ Are you sure he is?” ‘Ts he on a new case?” 

who are on the case, and they say he isa bad} ‘‘ No doubt; the evidence is too overwhelm-| ‘‘I don’t know yet; but I should not be sur- 
Pee ee. Et . p ye ‘ prised if he were to get into a case.” 

Badger, I want you to do me a favor.” ** You say he is handsome?” Meantime, Sleuth had gone off about his busi- 


<hoaeg ll rig a “* One of the handsomest fellows I ever saw.’’ | ness. He wandered up town to a well-known 
“I want you to look up the record of this} ‘‘ He protests his innocence?”’ sporting house. It was late; but sporting men 
young man during the last year. I want to| ‘‘ Yes, of course.” . are not apt to turn in early. The detective 
a year he has onarace-| ‘“‘ What explanation does he offer?” glanced around, and there was a flutter. He 


<, in a gambling-room, or whether or nothe} ‘‘ None at all; merely says he can’t explain it | was well known, and his glance over an as- 
eer or in association with spérting | himself. He does not appear to have atheory.’’ | semblage like the one he was surveying might 
4 aa ‘i “* You are satisfied of his guilt?” mean something to one of them. His eye finally 
: ng look on Badger’s face} ‘‘ Yes.’’ fell on the man he wanted to see, and when the 
ashe said:* i 2 ae “ How do you account for his demeanor?’’]|_ {man came to him in answer to his signal, he 
“Tl get on to it for you.”’ ‘He has arranged this scheme, expecting to! took his arm and walked him out of the place. 
S45 ape t be exposed, and intending to take his punish-| ‘‘ What do you want of me, eld man?” 
a a> : ment and then come out rich; but I reckon he’ll|, ‘‘ You need not fear, Andy; I only want to 





_ CHAPTER IV. - be pretty old when he comes out, They will] ask you a few questions.”’ 

‘Bancer had been out of active work for some ;send him up for twenty or thirty years.” ““T’ve business on hand, Can’t you stand 
me, but had not really retired from the pro-} ‘‘ You do not think there is any possibility of | here and tell me what you want?” 

fession, and in great cases he was ready to take | his innocence?”’ ‘ The detective came to a halt, and his wonder- 
- The two detectives-had an extended} ‘‘ He is a guilty man.” : ful eyes were fixed on the man whom he had 
ation, and finally separated, and a.few| “‘ Anal you say you can not get anything on | called out. 


: 
Dp. 


nts after the departure of Badger a lady | the girl?’ ' “‘ What's the matter, Andy?”’ he demanded. 
was shown into the on of the detective. ; “No; but I’ve a lfttle scheme that may| ‘‘ Oh, nothing, only I’ve got an engagement.” 
“Tam glad you sem SF madame,’ said | work.”’ ‘‘ Why, man, you're pale! 
the de ** What is if?” “Am I? 
“So am Lif it is a pleasure to you.” The Lady Detective, Maggie Everett, related| ‘‘ Yes.’ 


Magsie, I've acase onhand.’’ {her plan. Sleuth did not offer any protest] ‘‘I’ve been sick.” | 
«What! Joa" nee: ny tr on the harness pen its trial, and a few moments later he| ‘‘ Bah! What docs it mean? You have not 
? «a * < 


bin rain ?’* was again alone. He sat along time lost in} been Rete pit ae ih eer 
“TT may orI m , but at any rate I’ve |deep thought, and ever and anon he would re-| *‘ No; but to te e truth, it makes a man 
«: ; vie ie” : pet his Cail and make little marks, and oe to talk to you, especially a man with my 
—— eee ‘0 to work.” finally he muttered: — , record.”’ 5 
- 3 ade 1e) Dimas mache tn School ——?”’ “ There is something strange about all this, Old Sleuth laughed, and said: 


and we'll all see before to-morrow night. I’ve| ‘‘ Why, you goose, I only wanted to have 


s mm, ¥ > . . . * ” 
girl teaches ght School ——?’”’ | set Badger to work, and Maggie is at work. I] you go with me and identify a man. 
: x Ss oo aire reckon Ill put on my coat, eo fa for a prowl, Andy trenibled like an aspen-leaf. 


name is Mary Penham?”’ ittle shadowing on my own account,” | ‘‘ Who is it?’’ he asked. i 
: 3 " 2 ; ; a bleh had great pantie in Maggie} ‘‘ An old fellow whom I’ve lost sight of for a 
to know something about her.”’ Everett, the Lady Detective. She was asmart|long time. He’s under cover, I think, but you 
; ie woman. She had been his aid in times gone | would know him, , 
afternoon.”’ by, and he knew her judgment was good; and| The man's excitement increased. 


; r morrow Rana d 97? 
“ She the marry Albert | he was not sur rised when he learned that she Will it not do to-morrow? 
y.” n en oot ret been put a the case to hunt up those] ‘‘ Yes; it is not an important matter. 

know her?” “ bonds. ‘All right: Ill go with you to-morrow, 

can report now.”’ “There is one thing in Mary Penham’s | Where shall I meet you? 

44 ¢ favor,” he muttered, ‘* Maggie confirms her “Oh, I’ll find rs when IT want you. T can’t 

story. The Lady Detective hopes to find out| get my man treed at any given hour, 

something; but up to the present time she is at] The two = ae and Sleuth, when 

ar ult. ell, we'll see.” once again alone, muttered : 

eee are, toeicath was soon on the street. He proceeded “Well, I'll be hanged! That was queer; 

to head-quarters and asked to see a photograph and that means something, eh? What have I 

of the man Davis. A picture was handed to ig 15 ng We My eee eta ots : 

* The fellow Gra those him. He scanned it carefully, and there gradu- | rec on, It’s funny, but it’s my old luck. 

apd ee ee een ally crept over his face an odd expression. He | wasn’t looking for anything there; but, great 

more likely to be that confederate than | wus still looking at the picture when a hand | Scott! 1’m beginning to havea theory, as sure 


pe tl was laid on om shoulder, and looking up, he _ eu ene spike img bm Ber hag 
rnin i ized Badger, ork, Mt 2a yf i ‘ 
aaa om Tanks me ilo Badger!”’ As our story progresses our readers will learn 
made out so DB Teh appears} ‘ That's Davis's photograph?” how important the little. incident we have de- 
her repotation i of the} “ rs tailed really was, and also how keen and sharp 
4 “ t do you think of it?’ were the detective’s powers of observation, 
, no denial of ore 4 Think you were mistaken,”’ Sleuth had lost none of his original shrewdness, 
“a 1 ald “ T was mistaken?” He was not, strictly speaking, an old man, 
=e ee Gray's arrest “Yes, you were mistaken.” There was plenty of grit in him, as will be 
od “ “TI wast’ demonstrated, 
ea i. But when I “Yes,” He did not push his inquiriessany further 
‘tal 
> +“ ie 
aa . 
y > ‘ 
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that night. He had got on to the verge of a 
theory, and he determined to lay low and watch. 
On the day following the incidents we have 
described, the warden of the Tombs was seated 
in his office, when a queer-looking old country- 

an was ushered into his presence. j 
mn Jood:morning, boss,” said the odd-looking 
old fellow. ‘‘Be you the keeper of this ‘ere 
old buryin’-place?”’ F 

‘“-Yes, I am the keeper.” 

“Glad to see yez. Shake.” 

The old man extended his hand and went on, 

ing: a 

me There’s one thing about your old buryin’- 
place I like. A fellow don’t always have to 
wait so long for the resurrection day, eh? 

The old man laughed, and the warden looked 
very stern. 

‘* Have you any 

Eccl haves ; . 

“Well, open your business to me at once. 

‘““Halloo! seems to me you are in a durned 
hurry.”’ 5 yaa 

“<T have no time to waste, mister. 

“Nor J, nuther.” 

«Well, well! what do you want?” 

‘© You’ve a prisoner here?”’ 

“Yes, I’ve quite a number.” 

“One in particular?”’ 

** Which one?”’ 

“«That’s what I’m going to tell you.” 

“Be quick.”’ ; 

“You'll get took sick if you always hurry so, 
oldman. Now you just take your time; I’m in 
no hurry.” 

‘‘Tshall have you ejected if you don’t proceed 
to name your business.” ~ 

‘‘ Got a bouncer here, eh?” 

“Yes, I've a borincer here.”’ 

“Show him up. I’ve read about those ’ere 
fellows, but I’ve never, seen one. I'd like a 
run in with one of ’ém. Send along your 
bouncer.” 

The warden was getting really irritated, and 
he said: 

“‘T'll give you just one minute to name your 
business, or I'll bounce you into the Tombs.”’ 

““That’s just what I want, boss. I want to 
go into yer old buryin’-place.”’ 

“Tf you go in, you'll stay.”’ 

SSWiall st? 

«e Yes. RIS 

*“Let her go. I'll stay.” 

The warden rose from his seat and started to 
approach his visitor, when suddenly he halted, 
gazed a moment, and exclaimed: 

** By all that’s—”’ 

** That’ll do; I want to have a talk with that 
young fellow Gray.” - 

“* Are you on that case?’’ 

“Tl tell you later on.”’ 

“How do you want to be introduced?” 

**T’ve shown you.”’ 

“Good! Ill goas your messenger myself.’’ 

“Thank you.” 

The warden proceeded to the cell of the young 
man Albert Gray, and said: 

“There is a curious old fellow down-stairs 
who wishes to see you.”’ 

““ Who is he?’’ 

“Some of your country relatives, I guess.” 

“ve got no country relatives; but you can 
show him up if it accords with your rules.” 

A moment later the great detective was 
ushered into the cell of Albert Gray, and the 1e- 
sult of his visit was the most extraordinary that 
ever followed a similar incident, 


4 
business with me?”’ 





CHAPTER VI. 


As the strange-appearing old man entered the 
cell, the keeper locked the gate and withdrew, 
and the prisoner gazed at his visitor in a curi- 
ous sort of way, 

“ Good-morning, young man.”’ 

The prisoner made no answer, 

“TL say good-morning, young man,’’ reiter- 
ated the visitor, ; 

Still the prisoner maintained silence, 

“Have you lost your tongue?’ 

Soh, arnce 

“Only your liberty, eh? 
a @aluable thing to lose. 

“WY es, git,”’ 

“What was your father’s name?”’ 

“I suppose his name was Gray.”’ 

** You suppose so?”’ 

ory G8 sir,”? 

‘You are not sure?” 

“ INO, sit.” 

“ That’s strange. 
name of your father?’’ 


’ Well, well, that is 
Your name is Gray?”’ 


You don’t 


know the 


‘Tt’s unfortunate, sir. His name may have 
been Gray. I don’t know, as J never knew my 
father.” 

‘** Nor your mother?” 

“No, sir.”’ 

‘“‘ What do you know about yourself?” 

“‘T was taken from an orphan asylum by an 
old farmer up in Saratoga County, New York.” 

‘« Did he never tell you anything?” 

Be OOD Vesna 

“What did he tell you?” 

‘Well, about every day he told me I wasa 
lazy fellow.” ‘ 

‘Did he tell you nothing about your family 
history?”’ 

Oesiney 

‘‘ He only told you that you were a lazy fel- 
low?”’ 

SY Gat asian 

‘« Was it the truth he told you?” 

““T reckon it was, sir. I did not like farm 
work, and I did not like the farmer and his 
family.” 

*“ Why not?” 

‘“They were coarse, vulgar people, and he 
was a blasphemous man, cruel to me.”’ 

‘* Cruel to you?” 

6c“ Yes. ” 

** How?” 

“He gave me but little to eat, made me work 


hard, and beat me unmercifully upon the slight-: 


est provocation.” 

‘How did you come to part?” 

‘“T ran away.” 

‘““ How long ago was that?”’ 

“* About twelve years ago.”’ 

‘“ How old are you now?” 

““Twenty-four.”’ 

“And what have you done since?”’ 

“Earned my living the best I could. But 
will you tell me, sir, why you ask me all these 
questions? Who are you?”’ 

‘“T will tell you presently, young man. Is 
the farmer living yet who used to thrash you so 
unmercifully?’ 

** J suppose he is, sir; I haven’t heard of his 
death.”’ ! 

‘Have you seen him since you ran away?”’ 

“* Yes, sir; once,” 

““ Under what circumstances?” 

““T saw him get off the train once when I was 
selling newspapers around the depot.”’ 

““ Did he see you?”’ 

‘No, sir; I ran away.”’ 

“About how long was that after you left 
him?’’ 

** About two years.”’ 

Our readers may think the questions recorded 
all irrelevant and very silly; but the detective 
had a deep purpose in asking them, as will be 
revealed as our narrative progresses, 

“You have not seen him since?” 

ENO SSIES 

“Nor heard from him?” 

“No, sir.”’ , 

“When you first came to New York you sold 
papers?” 

“  ¥es-sin. 2 

““ What did you do afterward?” 

“Why should I enter into an account of my 
early struggles, sir?”’ 

“Vl tell you. Taman old man, and I’ve an 
idea I know something about you. I’ve heard 
your name before. I want to befriend you; 
you need not be afraid 40 answer me.”’ 

‘Tam not afraid, sir,’’ 

““ After you sold papers, what did you do?” 

“T seeured a position in a lawyer’s office. 
While I was there I went to night school and 
studied hard. and my employer took great in- 
terest in me, and helped me with my studies.”’ 

‘“ How did you chance to leave him? Why 
did you not remain and become a lawyer?” 

“The lawyer had a client who took a fancy 
to me, and he made me an offer to enter his 
store.”’ 

“Which you accepted?”’ 

‘Yes, sir, upon the advice of the lawyer.”’ 

““ What was the lawyer’s name?” 

““ Nesbit, sir.’’ 

‘“ Where is he now?”’ 

** Dead, sir.’’ 

“ And you went with the client?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

'’ How long were you with that house?” 

“ About four years, sir,’ 

““ How was it you left them?” 

The young man did not answer. 

- Come, tell me the whole story,’? 

e I would, sir, but it involves another.’ 

It involves another?” 

* Ys, pir?” 


“‘Never mind who it involves; tell me the 
story.” , 

«“T commenced to gamble, sir.”’ 

“You did?” 

““ Yes, and I drank a little.” 

‘“ You gambled and drank?” 

HY @Si- Site ea ; 

“« And, as usual, your drinking and gambling 
has landed you in jail?’ 

The young man did not answer. 

‘What I say is true?”’ added the old man. 

‘* Tt’ appears ‘to be true.”’ 

‘Tt appears to be true?”’ 

Cay Gs eRe 

“Ts it not true?” 

SSN Gmelin 

“ You must have some explanation.” 

““T have, sir.” 

‘* Speak plainly to me.”’ 

‘You are a stranger, sir.’’ = 

*‘ Not so great a stranger as you may think.’” 

‘“ What is your object in asking me all these 
questions?” 

‘‘T have an object, and at the proper time I 
will explain it.’’ 

‘“T do not think I have anything more to say 
about myself.’ 

““Come, young man, tell me all the facts; 
you will never regret it.’’ 

The young man meditated a moment, and 
during the time his handsome eyes were fixed 
upon his visitor, 6nd at length he said: 

‘‘T have no friends; it makes no difference 
indeed; the man who should have come to my! 
rescue has failed to do so, I will tell the truth, 
but I trust, sir, that you will not make public 
what I tell you.” 

‘“ You can trust me,’’ 

““T was cashier, sir, in the house where I was 
brought up. The assistant cashier was a son 
of one of the members of the firm; he took 
money that. did not belong to him. 1 discov- 
ered that I was short; I did not know how it 
had occurred; I got frightened and related the 
facts to the assistant. He was a dashing youn 
fellow, really good-hearted. He symaarnined 
with me, and suggested that we sef out to make 
up the money’ between us. We took more 
money and gambled with’ it, and we lost instead 
of winning enough to make up the deficiency, 
and finally I concluded to stop right short. I 
did so, and made a full confession to a member 
of the firm. He did not believe my story, al- 
though I told him the truth, and I was threat- 
ened with arrest, and then his own son came 
forward and corroborated my statement. He 
went further, and admitted that he was the 
original thief, and that he was the one who sug- 
gested the gambling. He confessed to his 
methods, the amount he took, and the dates of 
the former thefts, and the result was I was dis- 
charged from the employ of the firm on con- 
dition that I would never reveal what had oc- 
curred,”’ 

The detective “listened attentively to this 
strange but straightforward confession, and 
after a moment said: 

““Proceed. I desire to hear the whole of this 
strange tale.”’ ; 





CHAPTER VIL. 


‘‘THERE is little more to be told,’ said the 
young map. 

* But did you give up gambling?’ 

‘* No, sir, not at-once,”’ 

“Nor drinking?” 

**{ never did drink muth.’’. 

“Tell me all the story.” 

“After. [ was discharged I did not know 
what-to do, and I did gamble. One night I got 
intoxicated, and I was desperate, and that night 
I met an angel,”’ 

The old man pretended to start back, and re- 
peated: 

“You met an angel?’’ 

“Yes, sir, an angel,’’ 

‘* A real angel?”’ 

** Yes, sir, a real angel,’’ 

“Nonsense! Young man, you are super- 
stitious.”’ 

“No, sir, I am not superstitious, ”’ 

“Tell me about the angel.”’ 

a Ah! that is a matter that will not interest 
you, 

‘Yes, everything in connection with 
past life interests me.”’ 

““T do not see how it ean.’’ 

“It does, and in the end you will see, You 
said you had no friends, Come, tell me all the 


facts, and may be you will h 
ots, § ay be ave a friend where 
you don’t look for one.” > 


your 
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D ctive had a winning with him, 
He possessed that rare quality called magnet- 
personal magnetism — & quality which 
ion persuasive power over 
whom may come in contact. 
than was evidently under the spell 
and after a moment he said: 

“IT don’t care; I will tell you all.”’ 

_ “ ¥es, tell me all.” 

_ The prisoner proceeded and described the 
the night when he first 
1, Mary Penham; but he 
: Y _ ey a kind 
sa 9 encouraging words that the fair girl spoke 
_ to him, and admitted that it was through her 
oF that he decided to stop short and make 
_  @manof himself. He told the whole story un- 
' para! and when he had concluded, the de- 


d “Tam glad you have told me this. And now 
tell me how you happened to secure a position 
whose members are your accusers.”’ 
Imade the acquaintance of a young man 
told me about the vacancy. I applied for 
> position, and the gentleman whose son had 
t cause of my trouble was my 
him I referred. He did not like 
, but did so for fear that I might 
story.”” ; ‘ 
have been in this last trouble 
character, I understand, has been 


: 


Why did not the gentleman whose son got 

the trouble vindicate you?”’ 

e he feared to implicate his son, who 
and who is about to marry a 

great wealth,’”’ ; 

uu ” 


, young man, how about the pres- 
you?” 


uu?” 
Seen as a child unborn.” 
is the real culprit?”’ 
: .e man Davis, who killed himself.” 
Were you aware of his doings?” 


you ever him?’ 
_ ** No, sir. He was always very kind to me; 
_ and when the disclosures came, I was as much 
3 ed as any one.”’ 
s eco 7a know that after his death papers 
sir, I 





ae inculpati 2 

_ Were pating you?” 

m3 “ Yes, sir, I know that.” ‘ 
© “* And you ste innocent?” 

as ; 


“But is not the testimony of a dying man 


= usive?”” 
, ] 1 no answer.- 
wt « a still declare your innocence?” 
** Then how do you account for those papers?’’ 


Soon eee | not answer. 

» , answer me,” 

os) ore one will beKeve me.”’ 
ren believe you.”’ 

wi cla = Fal aiel aint Gy eavcifre 90 3000." 
ful, and 
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ng man was silent and thought- 
nae the detective said: 
tae aero ee aa” 
an : may appear ridiculous.” 
a) © pein Edie Hent-poar cheory.” 
think, sir, Davis was a cold-blooded vil- 
 “ Weill?” 
“ His kindness to me was all a sham.” 
“ Well?” 
_ “ He was deliberately weaving a net-work 
abéut mie.” 7 
“ He intended to rob the firm, and had he not 
een teens ra ones ave had 200 #0 
; that he would have put the appearance 
on eet ae He was preparing the docu- 
ee oa 
- he 4 strange story. ie 
- ee eee 
© you ever mentioned story to any 
a a: 
, : an 
. Why moat” . 
: “oy wo gigi Mimlicena The man 
- eee Ne fe peed Se Bie, wh 
dhe, a mats, seek to inculpate you, 
‘ va eens Vs 
, ad yo we teal), tunseset?”* 
yi really Wa no part (nis robbery?” 
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““T am as innocent as a child unborn.”’ 

**'There must be a large sum secreted’ some- 
where,”’ 

** Yes, sir; he took bonds and securities to the 
amount of half a million.’’ 

“* Where is this money?” 

“I do not know, sir.. How should I know?” 

** But ‘you must have a theory.”’ 

“T have no theory, sir. It is all a very great 
mystery to me.”’ 

** Come, you must have some idea.”’ 

“*T have an idea; yes, sir.’’ 

** What is your idea?’’ 

Again the young man was thoughtful, and 
then said: 

“*T believe there is a woman in the case.”’ 

““A woman in the case?’’ repeated the de- 
tective. 

aS Vea (eitse 

** How?’ 


“T can not see how a dying man would seek 


to implicate me. His wife may have been in 
collusion with him, and when he died, she may 
have laid out those documents implicating me, 
knowing of their existence, in order to get away 
with the proveeds of the robbery.”’ 

It was the detective’s turn to meditate a mo- 
ment, and finally he said: 

“Your theory is at least plausible, for it does 
not appear as a probable thing that a dying man 
would implicate an innocent man. He could 
gain nothing by it.” 

““T have another theory, sir.”’ 

“Ah! you are getting up plenty of theories 
now.”’ 

“‘ None of them will help me, however.’’ 

““ What is your other theory?’ 

“Twill not nameit. But one thing I declare, 
I am innocent.”’ 


*“And do you expect to establish your inno-- 


cence?” 
SNO; SID: 
*“ What will you do?” : 
““Nothing. My life is blasted.’ 
‘You will make no effort to clear yourself?” 
““T will simply declare my innocence; but no 
one will ever believe it.’”’ 


“Yes, young man, I believe you are inno- 


cent,’’ said the detective. 

** You believe I am innocent, sir?”’ 

“ae Yes. ” > 

“* Who are you?” 

There followed a pause, and then our great 
old hero said: 

‘*T am Old Sleuth, the Detective.’’ 





CHAPTER VIII. 


THe young man started back upon hearing 
the unexpected announcement, and stared in 
wild bewilderment, and after a moment, with 
his handsome eyes bulging, he repeated: 

“You are Old Sleuth?’’ 


ee The detective?” 


* And you believe I am innocent?’’ 

iT do; 
- And how is it you are here?”’ 

‘‘ Believing in your innocence, I am deter- 
mined to establish it.” 

The lad grasped the old detective’s hand, and, 
his face beaming with gratitude, he exclaimed: 

‘* How I thank you! How kind you are, and 
how good! But, sir, you can never prove my 
innocence.” 

“Tf you are innocent, I will prove it. Yes, 
sir, I will establish it to the satisfaction of every 
one.”’ 

“* And why should you seek to do so?” 

“I’m getting along in years, and I’m out of 
the business; Oat my attention was called to 
your case, and I began to think it over, and it 
dawned upon me that there was a possibility 
that you were innocent; and if you were inpo- 
cent, 1 began to think I was the only man who 
could establish it; and I feel it is true, and I 
feel it a duty to do all I can for you.” 

“One moment, sir. Who called your atten- 
tion to my case?”’ 

“ That does not matter.” 


** Yes, sir.”’ ¢ ; 

** Well, who?” asked the detective, with a 
smile upon his face. 

** Mary Penham, sir.” 4 

“‘ Did she tell you she was coming to see met 

“No, sir.” - 

‘“ Then why do you say she interested me? 

Js it not true? 

“ Yes, it is true,”’ 


a 
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“She is an angel,”’ 

“Well, for her sake, as well as your own, I 
will take up this case. And now listen to me: 
you must not let any one know I have been 

ere. 

“*T will not.”’ 

“You have counsel?”’ 

“There was a man come here who offered to 
take my case.”’ 

‘“‘ Did you engage him?” 

UNG: Bre 

“Do not engage any counsel; jJeave that all 
tome. If any one offers to serve you, just tell 
him the court will assign you counsel. And now 
mind, you must keep your own counsel, and you 
can be hopeful. You must not worry and lose 
your health, for I tell you all will be well.’’ 

“Who will pay you, sir?” 
~ “* Never mind about my pay.”’ 

“* And you will really updertake my case?”’ 

“*T will.” : 

“Can I offer one suggestion?’ 

“ Certainly.” 

“‘ If those bonds were found in the possession 
of another, it would look good for me?”’ 

“* Yes, certainly.’’ 

““If they were found in the possession ot a 
relative of Davis, it would look still better?” 

“Tt would.”’ 

“Then shadow that woman—the wife of 
Davis.”’ : 

“Oh, leave that to me.” 

“Tf my innocence is to be established, it must 
come from that quarter.” 

“*T will find out the right quarter for estab- 
lishing your innocence. . Never you fear about 
t ” 


The detective held a few moments’ further 
conversation with the young man, and then de- 
parted. Before leaving the jail, he held a few 
moments’ conversation with the warden. 

“*T want you to be as kind to that young man 
as you can,” he said, ‘‘and I will pay all the 
expenses for extra meals.”’ 

** Are you on this case, old man?”’ 

“Yes; and I do not want any one to know 
that I am, or that I have been here.”’ 

“ That’s all right. And what.is your idea?’’ 

“What is yours?” ~ 

‘‘Between you and me, it is possible it isa 
job.” 

IN job?” 

ee Yes? 

**How?”’ ; 

“Tt is possible the young fellow is innocent, 
I’ve had considerable experience 
with criminals of all kinds,, He does not appear 
like a criminal to me.”’ _ 

‘Between you and me, the young man is in- 
nocent.”’ 

““T believe it possible; and, as-you are on the 
case, I’ll tell you something, A veiled lady 
was here.’’ ‘ 

‘Ah! the young girl he was to marry?” 

“No; a veiled woman.” 

“Well?” 

-“ She tried to play me.” 

ae How?”’ 

“She gave orders that the young man should 
have every attention, and said that she would 
pay the bill. I asked her who she was, and she 
said she was a wealthy lady; that she pitied the 
prisoner and wanted to see that he was com fort- 
able, but did not wish any one to know of her 
interest in his comfort.’’ 

“ She sought to fool you?” 

ce Yes. ” 

“ How?” / ‘ 

‘‘ Bah! she is no lady; she is one of ’em,”’ 

‘« One of them?” 

oe Yes. ” 

“Explain.” 

“Well, I got undér her veil.” 

“ And what did you see?”’ 

«* \ woman’s face.”’ 

“* And you recognized it?”’ 

ied) aaclge 

‘“ Who was the woman?” 

“* Davis’s wife.”’ 

‘© You knew Davis?” 

‘*T knew the woman,”’ 

““When?’’ 

‘‘ Oh, years ago.” 

“* Who is she?”’ 

“€J°)1 tell you who she was,” 

“ Who?”’ 

‘The widow of ——. 

Old Sleuth gave a start, The name the war- 
den mentioned was that of a man who had de 
frauded a bank years previously, and he had 
killed himself. fis body had been found in 
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the river, but his plunder was recovered after] when the time comes, I will speak, and don’t 


his death. 

“This is news,”’ said Sleuth. 

“Yes, old man; and I tell you they were 4 
bad lot. Go for the woman.” 

‘“You can rest assured I will run this affair 
down. Will the woman come here again?” 

*“¥ don’t know.”’ 

‘“‘ Did she fall to the fact that you had recog- 
nized her?”’ 

“No; I did not let on. What do you take 
me for?” 

“And it struck you that this young man 
might be innocent?” 

weaY Caan 

“Does it not look bad for him —the interest 
of this woman?”’ 

ae No.’’ 

“Why not?” 

‘‘Bah! you need not ask me that question, 
I am only giving you the facts; go and work on 

em.’” 

’ “ You'll keep mum?”’ 

**T will, sure.” 

Old Sleuth departed, and as he walked along 
he was lost in deep thought. He proceeded di- 
rect to the store where young Gray had been 
employed. He asked for the son—the young 
man who had been implicated with the prisoner 
in the gambling scheme. He found the young 
man a bright young fellow, and said to him: 

‘* Have you a few moments to spare?”’ 

Sek CSySIL- 

“Will you come with me?” 

sory CS BIfco” 

The two went to a restaurant, and when they 
were seated, the detective asked: 

““Do you know young Gray?’’ 

SpGOre 

‘“ What do you think of him?” 

“‘T think he is one of the squarest young fel- 
lows on the top of the earth.”’ 





CHAPTER IX. 


THERE came a pleased smile over the old de- 
tective’s face upon hearing the young man’s re- 
ply, and after a moment he said: 

““You believe him to be one of the squarest 
men on earth?”’ 

“Yes, I do. You're a detective, and I’m 
glad to have a chance to say so.”’ 

“Tm a detective?’’ 

ae Yes. ”» 

““ How do you know?”’ 

“Oh, I've been expecting one of you fellows 
to see me all the time.”’ 

“Then you believe Albert Gray is innocent?” 

““Yes, I do; he is one of the most unfortunate 
fellows on earth.” 

** He is?” 

ae VeSieg 

“e How?’’ 

““In being accused when he is innocent.’”’ 

“* He is in a bad scrape now.”’ 

“T know it.”’ 

““ He was once with your house?’’ 

“e Yes. ” 

‘“ He had some trouble?’’ 

** Yes, but was innocent.”’ 

** He was??’ 

ae Yes. ”» 

“* How is it that no one from your house has 
come forward to testify to that effect?’ 

“There has been no trial.’’ 

ee No. ” 

** When the trial comes, I will go and testify.”’ 
, You will go and testify?” 
po OR 
“ What will you testify to, sir?” 
“* Oh, it’s time enough when the time comes.”’ 


‘I know something about the affair in your 
house.”’ 


Xow dg ts 

ee Yes.’’ 

“* What do you know?”’ 

The detective related the circumtances just as 
they had been told to him by young Gray; and 
when he had concluded, the young man to whom 
he was talking said: 

‘* That’s square,’’ 

** What is square?” 

“What you say.” 

“ Are those the facts?”’ 

ae Yes.’’ 

‘* And are you ready to testify?” 

Nadi Lice Oo ka 

4 It will hurt you.” 

I don’t care; I will not let the boy suffer 
by keeping my mouth shut. I would have 
spoken before if it were not for my father. But 


you forget it.”’ 

““You are a fine young man. 
get into the trouble?” 

‘‘Oh,-I got to betting on the races; but I’ve 
learned a lesson.”’ 

““That’s good. And now let me tell you 
there is no need for you to testify.” 

‘No need?”’ 

“es Noss’ 

“Why not?’ 

‘*Tt would not help his case.” 

** But I see where you stand. 
other side. I will testify.” 

‘You will not, if the prisoner asks you not 
to do so?” 


‘Certainly I will not, if a request comes 


How did you 


You are on the 


4 from him,” 


‘You have said nothing to any one so far?”’ 

Sen Oy, ST Tae 

““Do not say anything to any one unless you 
are called upon to do so.”’ 

**T’ll promise that much; but remember, I am 
ready to open up any time when it will do Al 
any good.”’ 

“That is all right. You are a good fellow.” 

When the detective was again alone, he medi- 
tated. He had worked a good game when he 
first went to the jail. He asked a great many 
questions, in, order to test the prisoner’s truth- 
fulness, and in a few moments he was fully sat- 
istied that the young man was very {ruthful; and 
in his interview with the young man who had 
been previously implicated with Gray, our hero 
got another testimony in favor of the young 
man’s truthfulness. 


After leaving the young man, our hero pro- 
ceeded to his home, and there remained until he 
received a visit from Badger. The great Wall 
Street Detective entered, took a seat, and said: 

‘*Old comrade, you’re a wonder.”’ 

spelen tie 

ae Yes.”’ 

“ How?’’ 

‘* Well, you do get on to things,’’ 

“Do I?” 

“e Yes,’ 

‘“Well?”” 

*“T’ve tumbled.”’ 

““ Have you?” 

cmv ese 

“Well?” 

“You're into this‘case.”’ 

“Am Iv” 

“You are.” 

“* Well?”’ 

“You think the young man innocent.” 

ce Do ge : 

‘© You do.”’ 

“What makes you think so?” 

“* Because I begin to think so myself.” 

Old Sleuth smiled. 

“What makes you think so?” 

““T’ve been looking up his record.’’ 

SSWiell? 2 

“It’s a good one.’’ 

“* He hasn’t gambled much lately ?”’ 

““ Not for over a year.”’ 

““ He hasn’t drunk liquor?” 

“Not a drop.” 

““That looks well.’’ 

“Tt does; and I’ve had a talk with the men 
who are on the case.”’ 

See VVCLL i a : 

“They all think the lad is guilty,” 

“ Oh, certainly.’’ 

“But these stories don’t accord with the 


facts. They can’t find out that he had any 
pals.”’ 


““ Not even a woman?”’ 
cS oe even a Wwoman.”’ 
; RIV an : 
» a yet they think he is guilty?” 


> Badger, he is innocent,’’ 
I thought so. Yes, I thought you were of 


that mind, and possibly that is the reason I 
looked on the other side of the case.” 


ae ’ + 

Ah! now you’ve struck it, old fellow. It is 

ae necessary to look on both sides,”’ 
oO 2 Pj] 7A Ww 4 

a oe re right. Have you seen the lad?” 
a What does he say?” | 
Ms Enough to convince me that he ig innocent.’’ 
. There is a lady in the case?” 

Yes, two.’’ 
SOE WOL 
PY Css < 
““T only know of one,’’ 
“Which one?”’ 
aarp s 
oy Che young girl be was to marry.”’ 

How about Mrs. Davis?’ 





shadowed you?” 
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‘Oh, she is not troubled as far as he is con 
cerned. She is a poor innocent woman.” 

‘* Yes, a very poor innocent woman.’’ 

‘* Halloo, old fellow!’’ 

“ Have you seen her?’’ 

oe No.”’ 

“She is ——.”’ 

“Hh?” ejaculated Badger. 

A moment the Wall Street Detective medi- 
tated, and then said, in a thoughtful tone: 

“That speaks volumes.’’ 





CHAPTER X. 


WueEn Badger, the great Wall Street De- 
tective, said, ‘‘ That speaks volumes,”’ his re-~ 
mark meant something, and after a few mo- 
ments’ thought, he said: 

* Sleuth, T’ve always had a suspicion about 
that affair.”’ 

“*So have I, Badger.” 

‘‘It was not in my way, after the plunder 
was recovered, to follow it up, but when you 
tell me that this Mrs. Davis is the widow, I am 
‘a thinker.’ that’s all.”’ 

“She is that man’s widow.”’ 

‘** And did you suspect it?’ > 

“T got on to it.” 

““ And you have a theory?” 

‘* Yes, I have.”’ 

“* Are you going into the case?’’ 

iY C8) Lami 

“Not for money?” 

“* Suppose we recover those bonds?”’ 

* That’s so.”’ 

“You go and see the losers?” 

*“T see.” 

‘“ Make your terms. 
of his hire.’ ”’ 

** You bet.”’ 

ce Go. ” 

** I'm off, pard.”’ 

Later in’ the evening the sweet-faced girl, © 
Mary Penham, was ushered into the presence of 
the great Sleuth. The girl’s face was pale in- 
deed. She showed that she had suffered a great 
deal since the previous evening. Indeed, anx- 
iety makes fearful ravages in a tew hours in 
one’s looks. 

““ Good-evening,’’ said the detective. 

The girl tried to speak, but could nat, and 
the detective said: 

** It’s all right.” 

The moment he spoke the words the girl ut- 
tered a cry and burst into tears. The detective 
let her weep. He thought it would do her good. 
He was a patient man, and, besides, he knew 
the nature of tears. 

At length the girl managed to say: 

** Do I understand you aright?” 

“T think you do,”’ 

‘You have-investigated?’’ 

S lehayes ° 

gt esti ae 
‘*T am convinced.”’ 

“Of Albert’s innocence?’’ 

oe yeseu 

“* And you will help him?’’ 

ca Laval: 

The girl fell upon her knees and grasped the 


‘ The laborer is worthy 


detective’s hand and kissed it. 


“Take it slow, miss,’’ said the old thief-taker. 
“You will aid him?” 

“‘T will. Yes, I will establish his innocence.’” 
“Can you?”’ 

“Well, we’ll see.”’ 

“* And, sir, how much-will it cost?’’ 

“Tn money?” 

ae ‘Yyesrs ~ 

es ee 

“You must not give your time for nothing.”® 
** No, I will aes a — 
““T do not understand.’’ 

The detective smiled kindly down on the girl, 


and said: 


‘Rise and listen. If I go into this case, I 


shall restore the ‘plunder to the rightful ownars, 
They will pay me for my trouble, and in recov- 
ering the plunder I will establish the innocence 
of Albert Gray. So you see it is all right.” 


““T have one thing to teil you, sir.’’ 
** Yes, tell me all you know.”’ 
** I think—”” 
The girl stopped. ; 
“Go ahead,’’ said Sleuth. 
“T think I have been shadowed.” . 
The detective laughed right out, and said: 
I shouldn't be surprised. But who has 


““A woman,”’ 
ce 
No one else?’’ 







































she ‘geeaa men, I think, have been watch- | little room, and a few moments later the doctor 


entered. 
_s ou need not mind them,” a ** Good: morning, doctor.’’ 
7 | they do me any harm? " Good-morning, sir, and what can I do for 
you?” 
2 _ liable to be arrested?" Bhi qld detective studied his man, and then 
te, Said: 
* “Ten are sure? ; “=r we — to see, pas about the death of 
a the man Davis, and I wish to first exact from 
™ And you saw Albert? you a promise that you will not report my visit | 
; be I did. : or its object.” 
<> And he convinced you of his innocence?’’ sie bh are you, sir?” 
: “s ““T am a party interested.’’ 
“ Tsaid he would do so. ““T can tell you but very little, sir. I was 
2 He did. not present when the man died. He was dead 
“5 ae we reason to hope?’’ when I arrived.” 
es. ' “ How long after the shooting was it before 
*“ And I am to pay you nothing?” you were summoned?” : 
7 Nothing. od ““ They told me he had shot himself about ten 
i Then I can go down to the jail?” minutes before I was summoned.”’ 
Z . To see Albert? ‘* Then, when you arrived, he had only been 
, * Yes, and— 7 dead ten minutes?’’ : 
Well? ‘* So they told me.” 


__ **Tean order delicacies for him, poor boy?’’ ** Didn't the body grow cold very soon? Doc- 


“You need not bother; and, what is more, do| tor, wasn’t it a remarkable incident?” 
not go there too often. In a few days we will] The doctor turned a little pale, and fixed his 


_ have him out of there.” eyes on the detective, and asked: 
“* You will get him freed?” “* What is the purpose of all these inquiries?”’ 
Certainly.” “I will tell you later on. Doctor, please an- 
** On bail?’ ; swer my question,” 
“No; freed—his innocence proved,” “* Who are you, sir?”’ y 
“* So soon?” The detective passed his card, on which was 


“ Possibly—yes. And now you go home and| written simply: 
attend to your duties. I tell you that I believe “g 
in his innocence, and I tell you that I will es- ot bes Detective? 
tablish his innocence. You need have no fear.’’ cep ye. 
After renewing her expressions of gratitude,| The doctor glanced at the card, and said: 
the beautiful girl went away, and she carried in| ‘‘ Ah! you area detective. I have heard of 
her bosom a lighter heart. you.”’ 
_ An hour following the incidents we have de-| ‘‘ Remember, this is a confidential talk.”’ 

scribed, Badger, Sleuth, and the woman Mag-| “Yes, sir.’ 

gie Everett were together. They were holding} ‘‘I have your word?”’ 

a consultation, and the detective said: : ee Viens Bir 
“This case is a dead open and shut. Isee] ‘' Please answer my question. Was it nota 
through it all.” , singular fact that the body should have grown 
__ “* Let me see your notes, pard.’’ cold so soon?”’ 
_ The detective passed over his little book, and} _‘‘ How do you know the body was cold when 
Badger studied the notes a few moments, and} I arrived there?”’ 

said: ““Oh, it is immaterial how I obtained my in- 

“ By ginger! but you have reasoned up to a} formation. Is it not true the body was cold?” 
nclusion.’’ “Yes, sir, the body was cold.’* , 
_ _ “T have; and now let’s get down to our work.| ‘‘ Did it not strike you that it was a singular 


; ong ae you must follow up this fellow Martin. | fact?’’ 


ws something.”’ ‘* Yes, sir; there was a deception.” 
** What dees he know?” “There was?” 
oe | t deal.” _ servos? 
“On what lay will I take him?” “ How?” of 
“T’'ll give you your cue presently. Andnow,; ‘‘ The man had been dead many hours. 
we od upon you.” ; “Oh, he had?”’ 


must I follow?’’ eYes,? 

“Mrs. Davis.” “And when you arrived, they told you he 

a ee = a me see your a had tL shot himself?” 

_ _ The little note- was passed to the woman.} ‘‘ Yes.” 

_‘Bhe Seoked is over, and ae ac “Do you know that. a pistol-shot was really 

“Ah, I see, I know now how I must work | heard about ten minutes before you were called ?”’ 
= ‘Yes, sir.. I inquired about that. 


“* Yes; L want to know all about that suicide.””| ‘‘ Who heard the shot?” — 
ek ‘*A man who was passing the house, and 


“* And where the poor fellow was buried.” who was called in. I found him in the house 


* Yes. when [ arrived.”’ 

“*T want all the facts.’’ “Mrs. Davis was alone in the house when the 

“‘ You shall have them.’’ shot was fired?” B 

“* Certainly I shall.” ‘* Yes, sir; she and her husband were alone.”’ 
_ “ Old man, I see your part.” “ And when you arrived, the body was cold?’ 

** Do you?” “Ves, Sits” 

16a” “Did you ever know of a case where a body 

“* Well, what is it?” grew cold in ten minutes, especially when a 

“* You will trail the living, not the dead.’’ man in full health died a violent death 77 

“ You've got it to a dot. < I never did.” 


** What do you think of it all?” 
“T have not pretended to think.” 
CHAPTER XI. “Doctor, did you observe anything else that 
: Ota Seaets. Bapoer oben held a song was beaten? | haf 
consultation, each was gned as fic ‘*T can not say tha id.”” 
part of the work. On the day ‘allowing the} “‘ After the shot and wounding, there was not 
conmaltation, Old Sleuth went to the town| that free flow of blood that you might expect? 
where the man Davis had killed himself, as it] There came a pallor over the doctor's face. 
was reported and believed, and he commenced| ‘‘I had not thought of that,’’ he answered. 
a series of investigations after a method of his] ‘“‘Is it not true?’ 
- and when he returned to New York he| ‘‘It is true, and it is a remarkable oceur- 
, a number of facts. In the|rence. But what are you secking to prove? 
een he learned that the man had killed] ‘‘ What do you suspect, doctor? 7 
bimaself in the morning, as reported, and a doc-| ‘I have not given the matter any thought.’ 
had been immediately summoned who had| ‘‘ One fact is assured: you were deceived, 


man dead. ained “* How?” 
- there a aed fora| ‘‘ The shot—the real shot—that caused the 


clreurnstances, but a coroner, | man’s death was fired some hours before you 
He found | were summoned?’ 

He lived in} ‘‘ Most assuredly.”’ e 

a short distance from| “‘ You are sure of that? 

com} “‘Lam,” a 

into a neat) ‘‘ Then there must have been deception? 
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_ “* Yes, sir,’ answered the doctor, in a hesitat- 
ing tone. 
.* If there is one deception that we can prove, 
Is It not reasonable to look for greater decep- 
tion?’’ 

‘“ Will you tell me what you are seeking to 
establish?” 

“* Tam seeking to establish a fact well known 
to you.”’ 

“And what is that?” 

“The body you were summoned to look at 
La that of a man who had been dead some 

ays."’ 

The doctor’s face became ghastly, and ina 
hoarse whisper, he answered: 

* That is not-fully establf&Shed.”’ 

te The man had certainly been dead some 


‘Of that there is no doubt.’’ 

“You were informed that he had just shot 
himself?’’ 

e Yes.’’ . 

“You know that you were misinformed.”’ 

“Of that fact there is no question.” 

“Then there was deception?’’ 

ce Yes.”’ 

““If the man had been dead some hours, he 
might have been dead some days.”’ 

““Tt is more probable that the man had been 
dead some hours than that he shot himself ten 
minutes before [ was summoned.” 

** Are you not satisfied he had been dead some 
days?” 

‘I did not make a sufficiently careful ex- 
amination to answer that question.” 

“You have a suspicion?” 

** Let me think.” 

“Yes, think all you desire. Take plenty of 
time to think, and give me a straight answer.” 

After a moment the doctor said: 

‘*T have a suspicion.”’ 

“Ah! I thought so. And what is your sus- 
picion?”’ 

‘‘T’d rather not answer.”’ 

“You must.’’ . 

“T must?” 

oe Yes.”’ 

“Then, frankly, as I now think the matter 
over, I suspect that the man may have been 
dead some days.”’ 

““- You were acquainted with Davis?” 

“Yes, sir, 1 knew him.”’ 

‘* When did you see him last alive?’’ 

“*Come to remember, I saw him the night 
previous to his death.” 

““ Where?” ; \ 

“ Are you making a witness of me?”’ 

‘ Oo ’ 


/ 


“« Will I be called onsto testify in court?”’ 
be Never?” 

“‘T have your word?” 

ae Yes.’’ 

Again the doctor thought a moment, and then 
said: 

“‘T met him about midnight. I had made a 
late call.”’ 7 

‘* Where did you meet him?” 

“© On the road.”’ 

“« Where was he at the time?” 

‘He was going toward the depot.” 

There came a strange smile to Sleuth’s rugged 
face. 

“ Did he have anything in his hand?’ 

ce Yes.’’ 

*« What?” 

‘‘T can not tell positively, but 1 think it was 
a small satchel.”’ 

“You met him at: midnight?” 

ce Yes. ” 

“You are sure of the time?” 

“fe I am.”’ 

“And he was going toward the depot?’’ 

ae Yes, ” 

““ Well, what do you think?”’ 

‘“7 hardly dare think,’’ came the answer. 





CHAPTER XII. 

Tr smile upon the old detective’s face broad- 
ened, and after a moment he said: 

“‘T am going to teach you to think, doctor, 
Was it midnight, ora little after, when you met 
this man?” 

“A little after midnight.’’ 

‘At what hour were you summoned to his 
house?”’ 

** At five o’clock,”’ 

‘He was going toward the depot?” 
ai Yes. ” 

‘Tt would certainly be one o’clock before he 
could get back to his house and shoot himself?’ 

“ Yea,’’ 


10 


‘‘Tf he had shot himself then, it would only 
be four hours later when you were summoned? 
“ Yes; and, sir, I see you are presenting con- 
tradictory facts that never entered my mind. 
‘““FWour hours would not permit the body to 
be in the condition in which you found it at 
first?”’ : 

‘* No, sir—emphatically not,”’ 

‘* And there were other indices to prove that 
the man had been dead longer than four hours?’ 
‘* Most emphatically—yes.’’ , 

‘And yet you knew he could not possibly 

have been dead more than four hours, unless 
you had made a mistake?” 

“Made a mistake? How?’ ; 

‘«Tt is. possible you were mistaken, and it was 
not Davis whom you met going to the depot. 

““Tt was Davis.” 

“You are sure of that?” 

*“T am,”’ 2 

‘«Then I repeat, he could not possibly have 
been dead more than four hours?”’ 

CPNG eat 

“* And you are sure the man whom you were 
called to see must have been dead more than 
four hours?” 

Tam. 

““Then what must we conclude?” 

The doctor did not answer. 

““Come, doctor, a conclusion is presented.’’ 

ce yeaa 

“Well, what must we conclude?”’ 

““What do you conclude, sir?”’ 

**T am asking you.”’ 

“T do not care to announce my conclusion.” 

“Why not?” ~ — 

“Something is 6n the carpet. 
to become mixed up in it.”’ 

““You are right, doctor. Something is on 
the carpet, and it will remain there until the 
mystery is solved. You can answer my ques- 
tions and avoid being called in a court to an- 
swer. If you do not answer me, you may pos- 
sibly be compelled to answer.”’ 

““T know what you are seeking to establish,’’ 

“* Well, what am I seeking to establish?” 

‘“That it was not Davis who shot himself.” 

““How could it have been Davis, when you 
saw Davis at midnight and was called to see the 
body of a man who had been dead some days?’’ 

‘* This is a terrible proposition, sir.’’ 

“We will meet it frankly.” 

‘““ You believe a trick has been played?’’ 

“You know, doctor, that there was deception 
in one instance. The man had certainly been 
dead longer than ten minutes?’’ 

ae Yes.’’ 

“And yet the death-shot was heard ten min- 
utes before you were called.”’ 

** So it was said.”’ 

““ Then there was deception?”’ 

““Tn that case, yes.” 

‘That deception is established?’’ 

ce Yes.”’ 

““ Beyond all question?” 

ce Yes.’’ 

“Then we have a right to surmise that there 
were other deceptions?”’ 

ee Ves” 

“What is your final conclusion?” 

“‘T did have a suspicion, sir.’’ 

““ Well?” 

‘You have confirmed my suspicion.” 

““And you are satisfied?” 

oe I am.’’ 

““ And what is your conclusion?” 

- ‘ am not to be dragged into this matter?” 

0. 

‘* How can you avoid it?” 

You have my word. I will prove the po- 
sition later on,”’ 

“Then it is my conclusion that it was not the 
body of Davis I was called in to see.”’ 

* There is no doubt about that, doctor?” 

““T do not think there can be.’’ 

. dee sare must have been a trick.’’ 

es, 

“s Other evidence goes to prove that aman 
previously dead was made to represent the sup- 
posed dead Davis,”’ 

“Thad not thought of that before; but since 
you have called my attention to so many strange 
and remarkable facts and coincidences, I am 
compelled to accept your theory.” 

‘“ Is not my theory yours?”’ 

‘ra eB)” 

“It was a cunning trick,”’ 

’ It must have been, And what could be the 
object? ; 

““ Doctor, you are a sensible man; you can be 
trusted, I will tell you—the whole affair had 
been previously planned ’’ 


I do not wish 


‘«Tt must have been.”’ 


OLD SLEUTH, BADGER & CO, 


ee ee 
eS SSS atin 
‘It’s my idea,’ said Sleuth, “‘ that this man 


i re ; Thee se 
‘That man is in possession of half a million | Davis had been dead some time, 


of stolen property, and an innocent young man 

is in jail.”’ Me ¥ 
‘This is all very thrilling and remarkable. 
SeLtise 


‘Tt looks that way.’”’ 

‘‘ His wife is a good one.”’ 

‘She is a smart woman.”’ 

‘‘ You hear that, Maggie?’’ said Sleuth, nod- 


‘“« And what will youdo? I am sure you will | ding toward their female partner. 


be compelled to call me into court,” 

Oleanoee. 

** How will you avoid it?”’ ‘ , 

‘“ We have reason to believe that this man is 
living?” 

‘““ Undoubtedly.” f 

‘“Then we will trail for the living.” 

“Yes, I see.’’ 

‘« Tf we find him, there will be no need to have 
you come forward and prove that he is not 
dead.”’ 

‘* Yes, I see now.’’ 

‘“The fact that he is found alive will be 
sufficient in itself.’”’ 

Ss? Vien ‘ 

** And I will find that man.”’ 


‘*T hear it—yes.”’ 

‘* You must look out for her.”’ 

“‘T’ll take care of her.”” 

‘‘Tt’s the bonds we want.”’ 

“ae Yes. ” : 

““Tf we get those, we can close in on the 
thieves easily enough. Badger, you’ve seen 
Davis?” 

“ec Yes,’”’ 

“You are about his height?” 

ee Yes. ” 

“* About his build?” 

“ae Yes. ” 

‘* You have the same colored eyes?”’ 

Badger Jaughed, and said: ee 
‘‘Are you playing the ‘ Black Hussar’ on 


‘“TItisa very remarkable case; and now, since | me?’’ 


I see that I will not be involved in any way, I 
will speak freely.’’ 

‘‘ Yes, speak freely.’ 

““From the very moment that I looked upon 
that man I knew there was something wrong, 
and when I came into the house, I found his 
wife arranging some papers.”’ 

‘* Aha! what papers were they?” 

‘“The papers that were found on the table, 


and were supposed to have been placed there | 


by the dead man.”’ 

‘Did the woman know you saw her?”’ 

“Yes, and she said to me: ‘ See, doctor, what 
T have found.’ ” 

‘‘ But you knew she did not find them?” 

“Yes. Isaw her go into the room with the 
papers in her hand. I had stopped a moment 
to take breath after my run to the house.” 

““T guess we've got ’em!’’ muttered the de- 
tective. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


THE detective had some further conversation 
with the doctor, and after again impressing 
upon him the need of absolute secrecy, he de- 
parted and returned to the city. That same 
evening the firm held a consultation. _ 

“Well,” asked Sleuth, ‘‘ what have you to 
report, Badger?”’ ; 

‘“Pve seen the firm, and I’ve made a bar- 
gain,” 

““ Did you see Martin?’’ 

ae Yes.’”’ 

“What did you make out of him?” 

““T only sounded him a little.”’ 

““ He was on his guard?’’ 

‘* He was,”’ 

““ Knows something?’ said the great de- 
tective. 

“ That is my conclusion.”’ 

“We must go very slow with him; but you 
want to watch him.”’ 

“Yes, I made up my mind to do that. Mar- 
tin hasn’t been in anything lately, and there is 
no reason why he should be so shaky.’’ 

“That is the view I take of it, and we will 
just narrow him down.”’’ 

“Tl take a clean run in on him to-night.” 

tf And now, Maggie, what have you to re- 
port?” 

“‘T ran the widow down.”’ 

“You did?” 
oe Yeu” 

““ And what have you raked out?” 

“She has plenty of money.”’ 

“Oh, certainly.” 

-‘*She pulled down some very expensive 
sparks to-day.”’ 

“From a pawn-shop?”’ 

“No; she had them pledged with an outside 
money-lender.”’ 

‘‘ You have not interviewed her yet?’ 

“No; [am waiting for points.”’ 

‘““Tve got them for you; but we must use 
them very carefully. We do not wish to scare 
these people yet.. They think it’s all right,” 

‘““ Martin is uneasy,” “ 

“ A guilty conscience, that’s all,” said Sleuth, 

The latter meditated a moment, and then said: 

“T’ve got on to the real game, The man is 
not dead. They played a bie trick; but, as 
usual, they have left a few openings,” 

The detective then related all the facts he had 
ascertained, His pals listened in mute amaze- 
ment, and when he had concluded, Badger said: 

“ Well, it was a big game,”’ a 


‘“ No; we'll play it on Martin.” 

“What do you want me to do?”’ 

“* Make up.”’ 

“A good scheme.” 

“Can you?” 

ae Yess? 

“* When will you be ready?”’ 

“To-morrow.” 

“ Night?” 

“cc Yes.” ' ; ; 

“Good enough! Then I'll just wait, and 
Maggie can shadow.”’ 

On the night following the incidents we have 
described, Sleuth sat in his parlor, and in due 
time there came a ring at his door-bell, and the 
doctor, with whom he had talked the day pre- 
viously, was ushered into his presence. 

“You are on deck, doctor.’ 

“Yes, sir. Why did you send for me? I 
thought I was not to be brought into this 
affair?’’ 

““T wish to ask you a few questions, that is 
all. Will you wait here a few moments? I 
will not detain you, and you can take the 8:30 
train back to your home.” 

The detective left the room. A few moments 
passed, and he heard an outcry. He ran into 
the parlor. The doctor stood with bulging 
eyes, his face pale, and he was glaring at a mir- 
ror as Sleuth ran into the room. The doctor 
ejaculated : 

“* He is dead!” 

““Who is dead?’’ 

Ss Davises 

se Eh?” ‘ : 

‘Davis is dead. You and I were mistaken 
in our conclusions.” 

‘“ Nonsense, doctor! What do you mean?” 

‘‘T am a strong man, sir, a man of nerve.’’ 

“ Certainly.”’ 

““I do not believe in ghosts, or, rather, I did 
not; but I’ve seen one.’’ 

“* You've seen a ghost?” 

aelehave: 

““ Nonsense! you are excited.’’ 

“No, sir; I saw a ghost,’’ 

** Where?”’ 

““ Reflected in that mirror,”’ 

“A ghost??? — = 

ee yeu 

“Whose ghost?” 

“The ghost of Davis. 
The man is dead.”’ 

“ You saw the ghost of Davis?” 

dide? 

‘* Tell me about it.” 

_ . 1 was sitting here, when suddenly a bright 

light shone on that mirror. I looked up, and 
there, as plain as in life, stood Davis, or; rather, 
his reflection, and his hand was raised toward 
me in a warning manner.”’ 

“Nonsense, doctor! you were tired. You 
must have fallen off intoa sleep. You have 
been dreaming.”’ 

‘No, sir, I was not dreaming. It was a most 
strange, weird, and unnatural apparition.” 

‘“ Ah, you are surely mistaken, doctor,” 

““T am not.’’ 

‘* You saw that man’s reflection in the glass?” 

““T did, I'll swear.” 

‘“ This is very strange.” 
ven as Sleuth spoke the glass, was again 
iluminated, and there, sure enough, was the 
reflection of the man Davis, 

a ae see!’’ ores the doctor, 

Yes, we will see,’’ said Sleuth, j 
voice. ** Ts that the figure of Davis?” moe 

“It is, as sure as I am alive.'’ 


We were mistaken, 
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“You need not remain here and endure his 
abuse,’ 

He led the doctor from the room, and as they 
walked away, Davis called: 

** My day will come.” 

“You need not fear, doctor; it will be a long 
time before his day comes.” 

“How did you manage to capture him so 
soon?’’ 

““T am not sure yet that we have the right 
man.” 

“Oh, yes, you have the right man.’’ 
“ That is. Davis, eh?’ 

“That is Davis, and no mistake.’’ 

“* Doctor, you are mistaken.”’ 

** No, sir, I-am not.’’ 

4 You are certain it is Davis?’’ 

“Go back and take another look at him.’’ 

“No need. I tell you it is Davis.”’ 

““Come and take one more look at him.”’ 

The detective led the doctor back to the room, 
and said: 

“* Now look at him well.”’ 

“Tt is Davis,’’ said the doctor. 

** You are sure?” 

“ce 1 am.”’ : 

“There can be no doubt?’’ 

“* None whatever.”’ 

The doctor turned as though to go away, 
when Sleuth said: 

““ Wait, doctor; I will show you how easy it 
is for a man to be mistaken.” 

The detective stepped over to the chair in 
which the supposed Davis sat, tore off his wig, 
and disclosed the head of Badger, the Wall 
Street Detective. The doctor recoiled, more 
amazed and evidently more alarmed than when 
he supposed he was gazing at a ghost. Old 
Sleuth watched, and both detectives smiled in 
an amused manner, 

At length the doctor asked: 

“What does this all mean?” 

“*T will explain,” said Sleuth. ‘‘ My friend 
here, whom you mistook for Davis, is a fellow- 
detective. We propose to entrap Davis. We 
were not fully satisfied as to the disguise. We 
brought you here to test it.” 

“It is the most wonderful simulation I ever 
beheid or read about.”’ 

“ You think he will pass?” 

“He would be hung for Davis, with his wig 
‘‘ Doctor, we are much obliged to you; and I 
want you to take another look with your eyes 


open.” 





CHAPTER XV. 

BapGER removed the wig, and the doctor 
looked, and said: 

«The simulation is perfect.” 

*« He will pass?” 

et GS, anh ; ’ 

A few moments later the two detectives were 
alone, and Sleuth said: 

“Tt will do, Badger.” 

“Yes: it is the best double I ever worked.” 

“« And, old man, we must go carefully.’ 

“ You can trust it tome.” 

Two hours following the incidents we have 
described, the man Martin was proceeding along 
a side street running parallel with Broadway, 
when a man in a slouch hat followed after him 
and touched him upon the shoulder. Martin 
turned and demanded: _ 

“ Well, what do you want?’ 

“JTush! not so loud, old man,’’ came the 
warning, and as the man in the slouch hat 

ke, he raised his hat and disclosed his face. 

“ Great Scott! Davis, what does this mean?”’ 

** You're a fool.” fs 

“But you’ve taken Et breath away. 

“J should think Thad.” iy 

“*T thought you were in Philadelphia. 

“Tam here now.” 

“You are taking big chances.” 

“e Am 1” 

“Pah! I'm a dead man,”’ 

“ Are you?” 

“Of course Iam.” 4 

“1 don’t know, old fellow. It looks bad. 

“1h? What do you mean?” 

“What I say—it looks bad. [ave you seen 
your wife?’ 

** No.” 

“ I've bad news for you,” 

“Well, what is 11?” 

” They've twigged the trick,” 

re Twigged the trick?’ 

Yes. 


” 


BADGER & CO. 


il 


‘ What are you getting at?” 
‘T’ve been wanting to see your wife and give 
her the tip.” 

“What tip?”’ 

‘‘T tell you they’ve twigged the trick.”’ 

“What trick?’’ 

‘‘ There is but one trick for them to twig, old 
man.’’ 

; ae you mean to say it is suspected I am liv- 
ing’ ” ' 

Cy Cast 

“Who suspects it?” 

“ Old Sleuth.” 

: The man in the slouch hat gave a start, and 
in a hoarse voice asked: 

‘“‘ What are you giving me?” 

‘“‘T’m giving you what I suspect.” 

“* And what do you suspect?” 

““T suspect that Sleuth, Badger & Co. are on 
the game.”’ 

‘Have you proof?”’ 

“Not exactly; but the other night Sleuth 
came upon me rather sudden like, and said he 
wanted me to identify a man.”’ 

“* That amounts to nothing.” 

“Ah, no; but since then Badger has been in 
consultation with the firm.’ 

The man in the slouch hat gave a genuine 
shrug then. Yes, Badger saw that there had 
been a counter shadow. ; 

“ Badger had a talk with the firm?” 

“Yes.” 

“There is nothing in that. He is the great 
finance detective, and they are on the lookout 
for the bonds.”’ 

= It looks bad. I think they are on to your 
wife.” 

“Oh! she will be good enough for them.”’ 

“ Not if you are caught.” 

“T won't be caught.” 

“You will be if you haunt New York. I teil 
you Old Sleuth will go thro ugh a ghost so fast 
it will make your head swim. ' 

““T wanted some information. It won't do to 
trust to the mail.”’ 

“But you told us to write.” 

“ Yes, and then I saw I had made a mis- 
a e." : 

‘“‘T did write. Didn’t you get my letter?” 

“But what makes you think they are on to 
the trick? Perhaps they are only trying to get 
on to the bonds,’* ; 

“T’ve an idea that Sleuth has had an inter: 
view with young Gray.”’ 

“Gray can’t tell him anything. And now, 
Martin, I’ve something to tell you.” 

«© What is it?”’ 

““ You are getting scared too soon. -They are 
not on to.the trick. They are only after the 
bonds.”’ 

‘But why should they get on to my trail?” 

“Well, that is a strange thing.”’ 

**T tell you there is something up.”’ 

SET will all blow over if we lay low.” 

“ Will you see your wife?’’ 

“ Not this trip.” 

“Will you leave to-night?” 

“Oh, I will take care of myself. Never 
mind me.”’ 

At that moment a policeman’s step was heard, 
and the two men separated. An hour later 
Sleuth and Badger had their heads together, 
and they had been talking but a few moments 
when the woman Maggie entered. 

“She has gone toa ball—a masquerade,” said 
the woman. 

“ Who?’ demanded Sleuth, 

‘*Mrs. Davis.” 

“Eh, Badger, there’s your chance.” 

Badger had related his little adventure to the 
detective. 

‘“ Are we not rushing it too fast?”’ 

or Ne) 

‘You want me to see the woman?”’ 

ae Yes.’’ 

““Remember, he is only as far away as Phila- 
delphia,”’ 

**That’s it exactly,’’ said Sleuth, 

““T begin to get on to it, old man.”’ 

“Certainly, One scheme has worked well, 
We will have these folks crazy in a few hours,” 

‘Go J alone?” 

“ec No 9 

“Mag goes with me?”’ 

Conn 

‘Good enough! Lady Mag, get your togs 
on,’ 

‘Call for me with a carriage, That's the 
way to treat a lady.” 

“You're right, Maggie; T will,’’ 

The female detective departed, and onee aula 
Sleuth and Badger were alone, 
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“Old man,”’ said Badger, ‘“‘I am always 
ready to defer to you, but I think we are going 
too fast.”’ 

** Wait and see,’’ was Sleuth’s answer. 





CHAPTER XVI. 

THERE was a great blaze of lights, Music 
dloated on the air. There were gay groups, 
robed in the most grotesque fashion, scattered 
about in various directions, while in the center 
of the floor of the great hall nuns, and devils, 
and apes, and fairies were whirling about in the 
mazy dance. It was a great mask-ball, and 
over three thousand persons were present as 
dancers or spectators, and all was gayety and 
revelry. It was a brilliant scene, and one of 
great variety of splendor. 

In one corner was a group en masque, who 
appeared to be really spectators, although in 
Yull attire for joining in the festivities, The 
revelry was at its height when a fresh couple 
came upon the floor. The male was attired as 
a monk—singularly enough a favorite disguise 
for such occasions—and the lady was elegantly 
attired in a court dress of the fourteenth cent- 
‘ary. The new-comers whirled around once in 
a waltz, and'then retired and seated themselves 
on one side, and the monk, leaning over to the 
lady’s ear, asked: 

“Have you found her?” 

ae Yes.’ 

“So have I,” came the answer. “‘ She is over 
there in that group far to the left.” 

*¢ You are right.” 

<< Do you know who is with her?’’- 

ue Nov” 

<* We will stroll around that way.” 

<< All right.”’ 

The lady and the monk strolled around, and 
they both keenly observed the group to the left, 
to whom attention has been called, Having 
strolled by, the man asked: 

“‘ Did you recognize any one?’ 

“* Only Mrs. Davis.” 

*« She is got up superbly.” 

=e Yes.’”’ e 

<* Did you notice her sparks?” 

se Yess" 

<* How about a woman attending a mask-ball 
30 soon after her husband’s death?” 

The court lady laughed, and said: 

<‘ Why not work on that lay?” 

«‘T will, if I can get her detached from her 

arty.” 
me We can manage that.” 
ae How?’’ 

“J will draw her away.” 
<* How will you work it?” 
** You watch me.”’ 

“*T will.” 


“We will walk cway, and I will return to 


the attack.” 

“ All right.”’ 

“TJ do not think they have noticed us to- 
gether.” 
= NO: 

** And you will follow us?’’ 

“e Yes.’’ 

The two wandered away, but in a few mo- 
ments the court lady returned alone. As she 
passed through different groups, the gentlemen, 
taking advantage of their masks, addressed little 
pleasantries. The court lady did not notice 
these addresses, but kept on her way, and soon 
regained the group to the left. A moment she 
stood and watched, and then going forward, 
deaned over and whispered in the ear of one of 
the ladies in the group: 

‘« Kate, I want to speak to you,” 

The lady thus addressed appeared very much 
surprised. A tremor passed over her form. 

““ Come with me,”’ said the court lady, 

“You recognize me?”’ 

= Less” 

“* Who are you?”’ 

“*¥ must not show my face.’’ 

““ You can tell me who you are.’’ 

*“Can’t you recognize my voice?”’ 

“<« No.’’ 

““ You will.’’ 

**T don’t now.’’ 

“* Come with me.’’ 

* Where will we go?”’ 

““ We will promenade.”’ 

“*L can not leave my friends.’’ 

“You must come,”’ 

“YT must?’’ 

a OS,” 

“* How dare you say I must?” 

** You are in peril.’ 

“J am in peril?”’ 


”? 


OLD SL 


eNOS 

‘‘ What do you mean?”’ 

“Come with me and J will tell you. Cer- 
tainly you do not fear to walk with a lady?” 

‘* You may be a stranger.”’ 

ssa Amel n 

“You may be.”’ 

‘*T know you. 

Cm ish ie 

“© You have been recognized by others.” 

‘*T have been recognized by others?” 

SOY CS 

“What do you mean?”’ . 

**T tell you that you are in peril.”’ 

‘* This is all very strange.” 

“It is; but you had better come and prome- 
nade with me. We will not go off the floor.” 

A moment the woman Kate Davis hesitated, 
and then said: 

““T have nothing to fear.”’ 

‘* Do you not fear being recognized at a pub- 
lic ball so soon after your husband’s death?’’ 

‘*T will go with you,” said Mrs. Davis. 

The two ladies walked away together after 
Mrs. Davis had exeused herself to her friends, 
and when they were a few steps away, the wom- 
an said: 

‘« Now tell me who you are.”’ 

“You shall know later. Be careful; we are 
watched.”’ 

** We are watched?” 

ce ‘Vies wen 

“ By whom?”’ 

“You should be able to guess.’’ 

‘* ¥ will not be ahnoyed this way.” 

“T do not wish to be recognized,”’ said the 
court lady. 

“But you can tell me who you are.”’ 

“You know.”’ 

cdo note 

“* Honest.?”’ 

“IT do not recognize you.”’ 

** Lizzie Parr.”’ 

“You here, Lizzie?’’ 

“Yes, I am here,”’ 

“You said I was in peril?”’ 

AGS a 

‘What do you mean?”’ 

*“ A man is watching you.”’ 

“A man?”’ 

ce Yes.’’ 

“Who is he?’’ 

“JT don’t know. 
strange questions.” 

“To whom were the questions addressed?’’ 

“Listen, and I will tell you. A man was 
dancing with me He had been introduced by 
a friend. The dance over, we started to walk. 
A genileman came and spoke to my partner. I 
overheard what was said.”’ 

“* Well, tell me.”’ 

“ The man said: 

““* Do you see that lady there?’ 

“He pointed toward you. My partner an- 
swered, ‘ Yes,’ and the man asked: 

‘** Do you recognize her?’ 

““My partner said, ‘ No,’ and the man said: 

““*Tt is Kate Davis; and see how she is cov- 
ered with jewels.’ 

‘So, you see,’’ continued the court lady, 
“how I came to reedgnize you, and | thought 
it best to let you know what I had overheard,’’ 

“What does it all mean?” 

‘“Ah! you can tell better than I. But one 
thing is certain—you are recognized, and those 
men are not your friends.”’ 

e HS you know the identity of your partner?”’ 

‘ oO, a”? 

““Do you suspect his identity?” 

“No; but I am satisfied that he was intro- 
duced to me by design.” 

“ What makes you think so?” 

“Tam known, I took no particular pains to 
conceal my identity.”’ 

““ Why should those men be shadowing me?’’ 

The court lady laughed. : 

““Why do you laugh?”’ 

“At the artlessness of your question. But 
see! Look over to the right. That man dressed 
as a monk, Do you mark? He is watching 
us, and he is coming this way.” 


Are you not Kate Davis?” 


But I overheard some 





CHAPTER XVII. 


_ THE Davis woman betrayed considerable ex- 
citement, and as our narrative progresses our 
readers will understand the cause for her trepi- 
dation. 

It was the monk who approached. 


" “That man must not speak to me,’’ said Kate 
avis, 
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‘How do you know he 
you?” 

‘* He has been watching us.”’ 

‘* Better meet him and face it out.” 

*“ Who can he be?’’ 

“You can guess, Kate. You know the firm 
has men watching you. Why don’t you leave 
New York?” i 

‘“ Why should I leave New York? Iam not 
responsible for the acts of others.” 

‘* You may save yourself considerable annoy- 
ance.”’ 

‘‘Nonsense! I will not be driven away. I 
will live this affair down, and do it right here 
in New York.”’ : 

‘Tf that is your purpose, meet this man— 
mect them all face to face, and do not dodge any 
of them.” 

“ But you forget.” 

“What?” 

‘This is very—yes, very unfortunate.” 

‘* What is so very unfortunate?’ 

**That I should be recognized.” 

“What difference does it make?” 

‘Tt does not look well for a woman so re- 
cently made a widow to be present at a public 
ball. But [ had reasons for coming here.” 

“Face the music. The monk comes to con- 
fess you. I will slip away.” j 

‘* No, do not go.”’ : ‘ 

The woman who had announced herself as 
Lizzie Parr did not stay, however, but glided 
away and mingled in the gay throng. 

The monk, meanwhile, approached close to 
Kate Davis, and, in a low tone, whispered: 

‘“ You are a nice one!”’ 

The woman trembled, but did not make any 
answer, and the question came: 

*“ Why are you here?” — 

‘You are very impertinent,’’ came the retort. 

“e I am?’’ / 

“You are.”’ 

““Those jewels!” ‘ 

“* What of them?”’ 

“You are a fool.”’ 

sa fo0127 

ce ‘Yes. 

“ How dare you?” 

** Oh, I dare.”’ 

“You had better be careful, sir, whoever you 
are.’’ 3 - 

.‘‘ Thad better be careful?” : 

a You lads 

“Tt is a pity you had not been more careful. 

You have those jewels, and not two months a 
widow.”’ 5 

‘‘T repeat, you are very impertinent.’’ 

““ And I say you are a fool!”’ 

ee i am?’’ = 

ee Yes.’’ 

“ Explain.” 

“It's a give-away.” 

** What is?”’ 

“Your presence here.”’ 

“* "My presence here?”’ 

oe ear ”»> 

3 ive-away?”’ 

ee ve.” y 

“ How?”’ 

‘“They are on your track,’’ se 

“Who is on my track?” \ 

“Detectives. I thought you were smarter.” 

““And who are you?’ Really, you appear to 
be very smart.”’ 

“Those bonds.”’ 

** What bonds?” 

‘‘ Bah! don’t you see? Can't you take it in?” 

“Will you remove your mask?”’ 

oe I will,” z 


wants to speak to 


' 


ae Do so ” 

““ Later on, my lady,” 

“You are speaking in a disguised voice.”’ 
“TLam?? = 

“You are.” E . 


‘IT am compelled to speak in a disguised 
voice. And I repeat, in a disguised voice, that 
you are a fool.’ 

‘““T demand to see your face!”* 

“You will lose the bonds. You are givin 
everything away. Your husband is sup 
to be dead. Do you know that the truth is sus- 
pected ?? 

Thé woman betrayed great agitation, and the 
man continued: < 

“You are not to be trusted. You are too 
much of a woman.” 

““'Who are you?” 

“‘T am a friend of your husband,.”’ 

“You are not Martin?” 

““ No, Tam not Martin,” 

“Who are you?"’ 


“One who will report to your husband. I 























are giving everything dead 
away. What t have you—a widow—to 
come ? What right have you to wear 


here 
those 2 Gray is not convicted yet. You 
west il things, and yet you are opening up 
everything. 
. “i will not talk to you until you tell me who 


*T am a ghost.” 
“You are laboring under a great mistake, 
whoever are.” 
“Am I?" 
“e Yes.”’ 
** You shall know who I am.”’ 
“* Let me see your face.”* 
“You shall see my face. But first tell me, 
why did you come here?’ 
me see your face.’’ 
i “You shall see my face, but the instant you 
do I shall disappear.’ 
} * You will disappear? Why?” 
- “You will know why ma enough. But 
: those papers must be taken from your custody; 
you will blow everything.” 
The woman’s trepidation increased, and ina 
low tone—yes, in a whisper—she said: ; 
J 1 hg say it is wrong for me to come here?” 
« ee 
“ Are you not taking bigger chances?” 
“We are not talking about that.”’ 
“*T know who you are.”’ 
“But why did you come here? You know 
officers are on your track.”’ 
“*T did not expect to be recognized.” 
“* You did not?” 
ee No.” 
“* And you are Kate Davis?’’ 
** And you are—”’ 
“Never mind who I am,’’ interrupted the 


man. 

“You may be recognized. How dare you 
come here?” 

** You are recognized; I will not be.’’ 

“* We will leave here.’’ 

es Leave here?’’ ~ 
“* And you know detectives are on our track?” 
““ Why did you come?” 
“‘Theard you were making a fool of your- 


** You heard so?” 

ae Yes.”’ 

** What did you hear?” 

‘* What I heard has been confirmed.” 

“1t has been?’’ 

oe Yes.’’ 

“By tho: ks litte vi 

= ose sparks you are glittering. You 
eetel those aises down. You should have 
waited. You are going too fast. Are the 


poe safe? 
; woman made no answer. 


~ * Answer me.” 
“* Let me see your face.”’ 
“*Come this way.” ; 
The two step aside; the man drew off his 
cap, threw off his mask, and slipped back his 
robes. The woman gazed and fell back sense- 
inst a pillar, and when she opened her 


less 
eyes monk had disappeared. 





CHAPTER XVIII. 

We will here explain a little matter. Maggie 
Everett was a very smart woman, and when 
she started to eked the woman Kate Davis, 
she cast about for a disguise thet would serve 
her. She investigated and inquired, and 
fortunately struck upon a party who knew Kate 
Davis well, and this party told her that the 
Davis woman had once had a friend named 
Lizzie Parr; that she had not seen Lizzie Parr 


tre party ve a great deal of information 
concerning the intercourse between the two 


women. 

», having other resources at command 
if one failed, lay around and managed to bring 
herself to the notice of the Davis woman. She 
did not introduce herself. She played a better 
game, She got 4 confederate to point her out 
ae Lizzie Parr, and it was Kate Davis who first 
aidressed the supposed Lizzie, who was travel- 

under a different name, and in this way Mag- 
had ially won the confidence of the 

was shadowing. 
Parr was supposed to be the widow of 
in bie time was a notorious criminal, 
Parr had known Kate Davis under 
circumstances, # that the real 


very 

Litthe world have had erable control, and 
tales Lizahe we er power ina busi- 

se 
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ness way. Thus the relations between the two 
women are explained. Maggie, under her 
assumed character, did not follow Kate Davis 
up too closely. There were good reasons why 
she should not do so. ; 


As stated at the close of our preceding chap- 


ter, when Kate Davis recovered from her sur- 
prise after beholding the face of the monk, she 
discovered ithat the man had disappeared, and 
an instant later Lizzie Parr was at her side. 

The Parr woman was not supposed to know 
all the facts concerning the death of the hus- 
band of Kate Davis. She only knew that Kate 
was a widow, and, of course, the fact that her 
husband had been a criminal was known to 
every one. So there was nothing particularly 
confidential in the conversation that had taken 
place between the two women. The open facts 
permitted all that was said or might be suspect- 
ed. Lizzie Parr, in her talk with Kate Davis, 
had premised that Davis was dead; that he had 
really been a guilty man, and had left the 
plunder in the hands of his wife; and there were 
reasons why Kate Davis did not deem it neces- 
sary to combat the conclusions arrived at by the 
woman Lizzie Parr. 

““ Who was the man?’’ demanded Lizzie. 

“You were right.”’ 

“*T was?” 

ip Coins 

“Tt was a detective?’ 

TORS | 

“Well, what came of your little talk?” 

“Oh, he sought to make out something, but 
I was too smart for him.”’ 

Lizzie Parr would have asked more ques- 
tions, but Kate Davis said: 

‘“You must excuse me; I will go to my 
friends. Come and see me to-morrow,/and we 
will talk matters over. I must get away from 
here. ° 

Kate Davis moved away, and Lizzie did not 
attempt to follow her; but an instant later she 
was joined by a gentleman who was not en 
masque. 

““ What did you make out?” 

“Tam at aloss. The woman was agitated.’’ 

“Yes; I have a suspicion. I told Sleuth we 
were moving too fast.”’ 

“ What is your suspicion?” 

“You must find out.” 

‘Your suspicion?’’ a 

““No; but if my suspicion is correct.’ 

‘« What is your suspicion?” 

“Tt is enough at present to merely tell you 
that I have a suspicion.” 

“ And what do you want me to do?” 

“* Follow her,” 

“Well?” 

““Then I will know whether my suspicion is 
correct or not, and I will open it up to you.”’ 

Meantime, the Davis woman rejoined her 
party and announced that she did not feel well, 
and would retire. One of the party offered to 
accompany her. She declined an escort, and 
soon after left the place alone. She proceeded 
to enter her carriage, which had been called, 
but just at that moment a man touched her on 
the shoulder, and said: : 

‘Let the carriage go. You walk with me.” 

The woman at a glance recognized the man. 
She ordered her carriage away, and walked off 
with the man, and a dark figure followed them 
both. But the dark figure was but a boy—a 
mere lad. There had been some great changes 
occurring within those few moments after Kate 
Davis hadsaid good-night to Lizzie Parr. 

As the woman walked away with her com- 
panion, she said: 

‘Martin, of all men you are the one I most 
desire to see.”’ : 

“« And J am equally glad and anxious to see 

ou.” 
‘* How did you know I was at the ball?” 

‘*T just learned the fact. I was at your 
lodgings. I have been looking for you. You 
should not have gone to that ball.’”’ 

“* Why not?” 

‘€-You should know why not.”’ 

““That has been dinged into my ears enough 
to-night.’’ a 

““ What has been dinged into your ears? 

“The admonition that I should not have at- 
tended that ball.’’ 5 

** You should have known better. 

“ Should I?’ ; 

‘Yes, Why did you go?’’ 

“T had a woman’s reason.”’ ’ 

Kate Davis told the truth. She did have a 
woman's reason for attending the ball, and her 
reason is not pertinent to our narrative, a. 

“1 have the most startling news for you. 
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“ What is it?’”’ 

‘Your husband was in town to-night,’” 

“ Hush!”’ cautioned the woman. 

“No one can hear me; but it is true.’’ 

** My husband was in town?’ 

vies? 

** No, no!’? 

““T tell you he was.”’ 

‘‘ How do you know?” 

**T saw him and talked with him.’’ 

“You did?” 

“e Yes. es 

“Under what circumstances?” 

The man related the circumstances under 
which he had met the supposed Davis. 

“* What did he say?’’ asked the woman. 

The man repeated the conversation that had . 
occurred, and when he had concluded the wom- 
an said: 

“Martin, you are not as bright a man as L 
took you to be.””* 

“J tell you I saw your husband, and he is not 
as bright a man as I took him to be. Great 
Scott! he should not have come to New York 
under any circumstances,” 

“You think so?” 

“* Yes, I do.”’ 

“And yon really saw my husband?”’ 

‘Yes siidid. 

‘* What game are you working?” 

“No game.” 

“Yes, you are,”’ 

“Why do you say so?” 4 

“‘ Because I know you did not see Jim to-~ 
night.”’ 


. CHAPTER XIX. 


“‘Ir I didn’t see Jim, I saw his ghost,” said 
the man Martin. 

“You did not see Jim.”’ 

“Then [ saw his ghost.’ 

‘“No, you did not see his ghost,” persisted 
the woman. 

“‘T did not?” 

ae No. * 


“You appear to know what I did not see. 
Can you tell me what I did behold?” 

‘*‘T can tell you.”’ 

f1)0,800u 

“You saw his double.”’ 

‘‘ His double?’’ repeated the man, 

ae Ses. 

** Whose double?”’ 

“Jim's double.” 

“Madame, what do you mean?”’ 

“Can’t you get on to it?” 

“*On to what?” 

The woman was greatly excited. 

“The truth.” 

“* What truth?” 

“The jig’s up. We're in a bad way.”’ 

“Will you explain?” 

“Those men know or suspect the truth.”” 

“1 told Jim that.’ 

*“You did?” 

oe Yes.”’ 

‘“The Jim you met to-night?” 

*Yesil’ 

“« You simpleton!” 

ae Am 1?" 

“e Ten, g i 

““Come, madame, talk plain United States, 
will you?” 

“The detectives are on our track.” 

“Certainly they are.” 

“* And they are on to our game.” 

‘‘ Certainly they are.” 

.‘* But you do not know how.” 

“Yes, I do; L-told Jim.” 

“You told Jim?” 

ce Ves.” 

““ Man, you were fooled.”’ 

“Fooled?” 

ce Yes. ” 

oe How?” 

“You did not see Jim to-night.” 

‘Will I disbelieve the evidence of my own 
eyes—my own ears? I tell you I did see him, 
and I talked to him.”’ 

“You did?” 

POT aid,” 

‘Great mercy! but this is terrible.’’ 

“Come, madame, talk if out een 

‘“‘T tell you that you were fooled.” 

‘© Explain to me, please, how I was fooled,” 

“The man you were talking to was a cop.”” 

oe A cop?” 

“* Yes,” 

‘Ts Jim a cop?” 

“The man was made up for Jim,’ 

“ The man was made up for Jim?” 


‘ 


14 





OLD SLEUTH, BADGER & CO. 


— 


NS —— 


ce Yes. ” 

Martin laughed. 

“You need not 
saw him.”’ at 

«Tf I saw Jim, you saw him? 

C8. 

** Where?” 

** At the ball.” 

** Was Jim at the ball?’’ 

“No: but his double was at the ball, as I 
gaw the same Jim that you did.” 

The man looked puzzled. 

‘Explain, Kate.” : 

«« 4 monk came and spoke to me. 


CENT ” 


“He upbraided me for being at the ball.’”’ 
“e Yes > 


“*T did not know who it was.” 

“Tt was Jim,’’ said Martin. 

‘Wait until I tell you all.” 

** Go ahead.” 

‘“The man finally let. it out that I had the 
papers.”’ j 

“Bh?” ejaculated Martin. z 

‘©The man let it out that I had the papers. 

“But you haven’t got the papers. The man 
was playing you.” 

‘Yes, he was playing me; and later on he 
removed his mask.”’ 

SWelts 

“He was a make-up for Jim—a wonderful 
make-up; but it wasn’t Jim; and, besides, Jim 
has the papers. He would not have accused me 
of having them.” 

“But it was Jim.” 

*“No, it wasn’t Jim.”’ 

‘*You are sure?”’ 

“Yes, I am sure. Jim could never disguise 
himself from me. No other man could ever 
palm himself off on me as Jim.”” 

“Then it wasn’t Jim to whom I was talk- | 
ing?”’ 

NU; 

*“ There must be two of them.” 

'No, no.” 

‘“T’ll swear yet that it was Jim who talked to 


” 


” 


“Tt was not Jim.” 

“Tf it was not Jim, he was the best make-up 
that ever lived.” 

“ We have the smartest men in the country 
on our track.”’ 

*“Yes; Old Sleuth is after us.”’ 

** Old\Sleuth?”’ 

“* Yes; and so is Badger, the Wall Street De- 
tective.”’ 

Setyest- 

“ He is.” 

The woman was silent and thoughtful a mo- 
ment, and then said: 

“If what you say is true, the whole scheme 
has been opened up.” 

““Tt has; that is certain.” 

‘They know Jim is not dead.”’ 

“Tf they are working the double racket, it 
would appear that they did and that they did 
not.”’ 

‘Then why do they work the double?” 

““They may only suspect, and are trying to 
get at the truth.” 


“That is so.”’ : 

‘* Then all is not lost yet.’’ 
*5"Yes, it is,” 

** How?” 


** You fell into the trap.” 

“That is so. Hang it! Italked to Jim as 
though I knew, as a matter of course, that he 
were alive.”’ 

““ How did they get on to it?”’ 

**T can’t tell.”’ 

** And how is it they have waited so long?”’ 

**T can’t tell.” 

““ What are we to do?” 

**T don’t know.”’ 

*“ They will lay for Jim.” 

cox Ca’ 

fe Martin, do you see our way out?”’ 

0 


Pel dees 

*“ Well?” 

““We must get those papers from Jim, and 
if they do capture him, we will be all right.”’ 

There came a strange look to the man’s face, 

** You don’t swear by Jim, I see.’’ 

** We should get the papers.’’ 

“ How?” 

** Jim is dead.” 

The tones in which the woman spoke the 
words carried a fearful suggestion, 

“It is a good scheme. We must think it 
over. 

“ We must decide very quickly,’’ 


‘«We must,’’ came the answer. 
The two had walked along, and finally came 


laugh. If you saw Jim, I|to a halt opposite the entrance to a well-known 
fl 


at. 
‘*It’s 
“No. 
oe We 
* No. ss 
‘* And we want to keep the money. 
“We do.” 

‘« Jim has the papers?”’ 


“You suggest that we get them?” 
ce Yes. » 


no use for us to fight against the cops.’’ 


can’t down them.”’ 
” 


** At any cost?” 

“e Yes. ” 

“« Jim is supposed to be dead?” 

“e Yes2” 

‘A man can’t be hung for dropping out a 
dead man?”’ 

“We will think it over,” said Martin; and 
he walked away, while the woman entered the 
house. 


CHAPTER XX. 


Tae same evening that the incidents occurred 
recorded in our preceding chapter, Sleuth, Bad- 
ger, and the woman Maggie Everett met at the 
house of the former. 

Badger was the first to arrive, and upon en- 
tering the presence of the great chief of thief- 
takers, he said: , : 

“Tt is just as I thought. You are a great 
man, Sleuth; but sometimes the shrewdest men 
will be at fault.”’ 

‘That is true, 
Sleuth. 

**T think so.” 

“* How?” 

“We went too fast.”’ 

“We did?’ 

ce Yes. ” 

ce How?’’ 

““ We showed our hands too quick.” 

“We did?” 

** Yes..”’ 

“ How?”’ ; 

‘To that woman. We should have waited.’’ 

“Waited?” 

““Yes; we opened up on Martin. We should 
have let the matter work. Now we are a+ 
fault.” 

“We are?”’ 

ee Yes. ? 

‘* How, old man Badger?”’ 

‘T went to the ball.”’ 

“That was right.’’ 

“T played it well.”’ 

‘“T knew you would.”’ 

“*The woman tumbled.” 

“She did, eh?’ 

ce Yes ” 


““To what?” 

“She is not fooled. She recognized that I 
was a double. We've fired a good shot in the 
air,”’ 
“That is your opinion?” 
ae It is, ” 

“* Tell me all about it, old man.”’ 

Badger told all that had occurred, and Sleuth 
listened with a curious smile upon his face, and 
when Badger had concluded, he said: 

‘*'You are sure the woman fell to your being 
a double?” 

oe I am.,’’ ‘ 

The great detective thought a moment, and 
then said: 

# Maggie followed the woman?’’ 


Am I at fault?’ answered 


“We will wait until she reports before we 
decide that we were too fast.”? 

“But see what a nice game we had in our 
hands, Martin will have told her the story 
of his meeting with me.”’ 

““ Yes; but she would not have believed him. 
It was better that she should have seen you with 
her own eyes.”’ 

_ ‘She did, and she went through me. She 
is a very Smart woman.”’ 

s Yes, a very smart woman,”’ repeated Sleuth. 

a would have played our little game later 
on. 

Again Sleuth meditated, and then said: 

“* Badger, old man, I have a definite game. 
I know what I am working for. You just wait 
until we hear from Maggie.” 

A few moments later, Maggie joined the two 
men. Badger sat in one corner, putting away 
at a cigar, and Sleuth said, in a quiet tone: 

“Well, madame, how did you make out?” 








“ One fact is well established: Davis is alive.” 

“Of that we were certain.” 

“He has the papers.”’ 

“Eh?” ejaculated Sleuth. 

“He has the papers.” 

“Ah! I thought so,” muttered Sleuth, And 
he added: ‘‘ Just repeat all that occurred.”’ 

The woman told her story—told how Martin 
met the woman, and related all that occurred 
between the two conspirators. Sleuth turned 
and glanced at Badger. 

“«T take it all back,’’ said the Wall Street man. 

‘* We wanted to locate those papers.’’ 

» “Yes, l'see.’* 


‘‘T didn’t think we could fool the woman, - 


but I wanted her to open up.”’ 
‘*T see it all now.”’ “3 
fa ae know where the papers are.”’ 
SF 6Sir 
‘« We know whom to follow.” 
“We do.”’ 
“They will communicate with Davis,” 
ae S ” 


‘So will we,” came the suggestive answer. — 

“That man is under a good cover.”’ 

oe He isue* 

““ We will get him to New York.”’ 

** Hardly.” 

““ Oh, yes!” 

ce How?’’ 

Again Sleuth smiled, and said: 

‘‘ Badger, old man, you are getting jealous.” 

‘Never of you.” x 

““ You heard our Maggie’s story?” 

pleGttlaey ; 

“They know now that we are aware of th 
fact that Davis is in Philadelphia.’’ 

‘© How are we supposed to know that fact?” 

‘‘Davis gave it away to you.” 

““That'sis0.. 

“They know that you and I are on that man’s 
trail.”’ 

nS Yes x2 ; 

““They know we understand our business.” 

ee Yes. 3 

“They are smart.”’ 

ae Very.”’ : 

“It is possible they may prove too smart. 
They will expect that we will go to Philadei- 
phia.”’ : 

e Yes, ed 

“They do not want us to catch Davis while 
he has those papers.”’ 

cé Oo ” 


od They want to drop Davis out.” 
at they go to Philadelphia, we will know 


“ce Yes.’”’ 4 
“They are smart 
“se Yes 2? 


it. 
enough for that.’” 


‘“They won’t go. They will expect us to go, 
and they will call Davis this way, simply = 
cause they want to drop him out. Recall the 
remark: ‘ A man can not be hung for dropping 
out a dead man.’ They mean to down Davis.’ 

“Tt looks that way.’ 

“We will give them a few 

“We will?” 

ce Yes,”’ 

ee How?’ ’ 

“Lizzie Parr can work that. 
into their councils.”’ 

“That is so; we have got the threads around 
them.” 

‘“ Yes; but it will not be many days before 
we will have Davis and the bonds, and we will 
have that innocent young man, Albert Gray, 
out of jail.’’ 

““The way does seem clear.’’ 

‘“ And you admit we were not too fast?”’ 

““T admit it.”’ 

‘“Good enough. And now, Lizzie,” said 
Sleuth, ‘‘ you must go over and see Kate Davis 
in the morning.”’ 

““T will be on hand.”’ 

‘* You must move very cautiously.”’ 

Sor walle 

““We are playing a sure game. I did not 
hope to be able to close in so soon, but we got 
those people.’’ 

A few moments later the conference broke 
up, and Badger and Maggie departed together. 


pointers.’’ 


We are well 





CHAPTER XXI. 


Ir was after two o’clock in the morning wh 
Badger and Maggie left Sleuth’s home, The 
Wall Street Detective proceeded to accompany 
the woman to her home, not because e 
‘was not well able to take care of herself, but 
order to save her any inconvenience. A lady 

































































came to a balk, and 


— posi want?” 
nice duck,’’ came the answer. 
Badger, ““you had better 


with this lady?” : 

our business.” 

it > ee and, turning to 

fellow said: ‘* Miss, do you know 

x you are witht Here, you come 

g me.” 

he man made a movement as though to seize 

“tim era Nae dace the cher four 
once the other four 

upon the detective; but it was a 


it 


mp 


BI out those bloods was just de- 
> behold. The five men were left tum- 
; around to get their feet, while Badger and 


rgie quietly walked off, and a short time 
was left at her home, and Bad- 


as aT ted go to his own residence. 
<— e {not gone far, however, when his atten- 
“te was attracted by the shadow of a man, and 
hs an knew at once that some- 
au h g Was going on. The man had dodged; but 
don’t oes on — 
detecting around, and decided in 
mind that cake house was being robbed. 
aoe hand. It was an old game for 
had kept on walking, and did so until 
etre way along, and then sud- 
jenly he lhe made his way back, He 
pit crawled and stole stealthily forward 
5 semnete where the dodger was to be 
t-te was then assured that his 
was well justified. He stole 
“then suddenly made a dash, and 
two seconds he had the dodger i in 
, p.— He did not permit the man to give 
1. He handcuffed and gagged him so 
y and deftly that the fellow was power- 
he Jew! realized what had occurred. 
the sentinel, the detective ap- 
f house. He found that the rascals 
in through the basement door. He en- 
> house and immediately removed his 
stof a cat and with a step as noise- 
a of a cat, he mov ke preamp He was 
for as he reached the parlor floor 
da “scream, and the next instant there 
: fall and an outcry. 
like the wind flew the detective, 
and ia ‘the hall he ran plump against a man. 
cae together with great force. The 
a. however, was the first to regain his 
tte drawing back, and at the 
ng loose his stick, he dealt the 
ae brought him to his knees. 
oa te stretched the rascal upon the 
same instant a second man en 
the baluster from above. He landed 
S beside the officer, and he, too, received a 
2» of cracks on the head that laid him out 
ning upon the floor. The detective then 
es door of the room just as a woman 
aes at the threshold. 
Saal sac fear, madame,”’ called the 
pe —. all right. Iam here.” 
a penited voice woman demanded: 
eee sg a and light the gas in 


your soon.” in a sort of mechanical 
omandh ee ” 


_ crept 


into the at 

light illumin arou 
seats sew s man lying rae vt r, and again 
; ‘y. not fear, madame; it’s all right.”’ 
' — followed, and later on an officer 


wed the three burglars were 
the eee and Baer who 


a ote his own 
“Kare eerie tat Bader left 


rest, and he 
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been idle. On the morning following her visit 


-| to the mask-ball she was on the street. . She had 


t herself up for the occasion, and was on the 

ay, and along in the forenoon she saw a lady 
enter one of our large dry-goods stores. Maggie 
followed up, and getting close to the woman, 
whispered: 

** Kate!” 

The woman addressed turned. She did not 
recognize the party who had addressed her, and 
the en again whispered: 

** Lizziel’’ 


The two women walked off to a far corner 
of the store. 
ss Se are under cover?’’ said Kate. 
es ” . 
ae Wh Q™ 


“‘T am not anxious to be seen. I want to 
have a talk with you. Come with me.”’ 

‘* Where shall we go?’ 

“To the Brunswick, af 

**T will go.’ r 

The two women proceeded together, and once 
seated in the Brunswick, Lizzie said: 

a oe disappeared very suddenly last night.’’ 


““1 wanted to see you before you left.” 
“T was tired.”’ 
““Ts that all?” 
ae Yes. ”? 
* Kate, you need a friend.” 
do?’ 


et 


- 


“Yes; and I am prepared to act as your 
friend. I’ve picked up news for you.” 
es eal ve piekes up news for me?”’ 
es 


Kate eyed her companion, and after a moment 
asked: 

“What do you want?” 

“*Money,”’ came the frank answer. 

‘* You Want money?” 

ees 

‘“ How will you get it?” 

“From you. 

“From me?”’ 

— 66 Yi es. ”? 

‘‘ I want money myself,” 

“You can’t fool me, Kate.” 

“What are you trying?” 

“‘Tam onto your whole scheme. You have 
plenty of ee and you must help me and I 
will help you 

You will help me?” 

ae Yes. 2? 

““T don’t know as I need any help.”’ 

“Oh, yes, you do. ' 

“ Lizzie Parr, you can ’t blackmail me.’ 

** Yes, I can. 

The woman who pretended to be Lizzie Parr 
spoke with great confidence and assurance. 

‘* | have no money. 

“‘ Kate, you can’t deceive me.’ 

‘3 Deceive you?” 

SO OR: 

*« Why should I seek to deceive you?” 

“We will not discuss that; but I will show 
you why you need not do 80.” 

“T wish es would speak nae 9 

ST AWals;: 

“e Do so.’ 

‘‘T am on to your whole scheme,”’ came the 
answer. 





CHAPTER XXII. 


THERE came a glitter to Kate Davis’s e} ras 
and she sat silent a moment and ~ gaze 
the face of the woman who called herself Tiiesié 


‘arr 

- Yes,” ‘ said Lizzie; ‘‘I know your whole 
scheme.”’ 

Kate Davis was a remarkable woman. Had 
she been a man, she would have been a leader 
among men. 

“You know my whole scheme?”’ she said. 

“Yes, I know your whole scheme.’ 

“ What is my scheme?’’ 

** You put up this robbery scheme.”’ 

“* What robbery scheme?’ a 

“The little game your husband worked.’ 

“The little game my husband worked? 

ae se 

“ What game did he work?’ 

* He robbed that firm, and you have the 


nder 
acs He robbed the firm, and I have the plunder, 


rym and| eh?’ 
tothe borne of vel.‘ Yes.” 
¢5 “Well?” 
TS not} ‘1 want some of the money.” 
a” . ~- 
ea - 











- ae Want some of the money?” 

e 
“Why should you have some of the money?” 
“ To keep me quiet.” 
“* Are you a fool, or do you take me for one?” 
“Tam no fool, I do not take you for one,”’ 
we coe say you know my whole scheme?”’ 

es 


““ Everybody knows it. The detectives know 
it. What can you tell? Has not everything 
been a feature in the daily papers for the last 
few weeks?”’ 

“IT know something, all the same.’’ 

“What do you know?” 

3 as J tell you?” 


, t pow you are not a widow.”’ 

‘“ Oh, you know I am not a widow?” 

“You are not.’ 

“You mean I married very soon after my 
husband’s death?”’ 

“* No, I do not,” 

E What do you mean?”’ 

“Your husband is living.’’ 

“* He is, eh?”’ 


“Ves. > ~ 


a cee is Jiving?” 


: Have you seen him?” 

Kate Davis turned pale, 

‘*T knew your husband.” 

“ Did you?”’ 

ee Yes. ” 

“He never told me that he had the honor of - 
your acquaintance.”’ 

“T knew him -well.”’ ‘ 

*“ And you say he lives?”’ 

se Yes ” 


“* When did he come to life again?”’ 

“Last night. Kate, why deny it? I was 
watching you last night.”’ 

Were rou?” 

ae a was. 

‘You were very kind. You were watching 
over me to protect me, I suppose?”’ ~ 

**T was, and I learned something.’’ 

“Indeed? What did you learn?” 

‘‘T was laying low. Isaw the monk remove 
his gown, and I saw Jim Davis appear from 
under that gown.’ 

Kate Davis laughed, and said: 

‘What an idea!”’ 

“Tt is the truth, eS 

“ Lizzie Parr,” said Kate, ‘‘ now tell me just 
what you are up to?”’ 


“‘T have told youI want some of the money.”’ 
“You are laboring under a great mistake.” 
BoM ou shave no money?”’ 

“How did you pull down your diamonds, if: 
you have no money?”’ 

‘*T raised a little money temporaril 

“A moment ago, Kate, you ike. me if I 
took you for a fool. I said did not; and now 
you must not take me for a fool, nor must you 
cast me aside, or I may turn against you. I 
know more than you think I do.’ 

Ee Oh, yes; it is evident that you know a great 
deal.’ 

“* Good men are on your track.”’ 

“ Certainly; that’s no news,” 

“‘T know just how much they have got to 
work on.” 

** Do you?” 

i Yes, I do, and I can give you some good 


dvice 

‘What do they know?” 

“They know Jim Davis is living.’’ 

The Davis woman looked annoyed, but said; 

‘“They know more than I do,”’ 

‘No; you met your husband last night.’’ 

“T did not.” 

**T saw him.’ 

A moment the epee woman meditated, and 
said: 

“You are not as smart as you think you are, 
Now let me tell you I know the game those men 
are working. Do you think I expected to go 
without being shadowed? No, no; and I’ve 
put up a job. I am striking back. I'll fool 
those fellows,” 

Lizzie Parr appeared to be confused, and said: 

“Do you mean to tell me that you put up 
that job Jawt night?” 

es, I did; I’m leading them along,” 

‘You need not tell that to me, Kate; I know 
your husband, I can not be deceived, You 
met him Jast night. You did not expect to 
meet him. It was a surprise to you, and that is 
why you fled away immediately afterward,”’ 
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‘©One moment. You are so smart, why did 
I go to that ball, unless I had an object?” 

““Yes, you had an object. It was well ar- 
ranged. You expected to meet your husband. 
You passed him a signal, and he identified you. 
I was watching that man. I knew he was 
watching you. I did not know it was Jim 
Davis, but I know now. Yes, it was a good 
scheme. But there is one thing you do not 
know.” 

“‘ What is it I do not know?” 

‘Others were aware that your husband was 
to be there, and he was watched.”’ 

‘* What an idea!” 

=“ ltrisstrue,. 

‘Why did not they seize him?” 

“* Ah! there is where it comes in. They don't 
want Jim yet. There is something else they 
want.” z 

‘« What is it they want?” 

“You should know.’* 

“*T don’t know.’’ a : 

‘‘ Nonsense! you do know; and itisso. You 
may as well make a friend of me. I can save 
you, or, if you turn against me, I can save the 
other side.’ : J 

“You say they are looking for something 
besides the capture of Jim Davis?” 

“sé Wes: 

‘¢ What is it?” 

‘“‘ They are looking for the bonds.”’ 





CHAPTER XXIII. 


Kate Davis was greatly agitated. She 
looked her companion. in the face, and finally 
asked : 

‘‘ What is it you are trying to make out, 
Lizzie Parr?”’ 

‘‘T want to make some money, and I can 
help you.”’ 

“You can help me?” 

“ce ay > 


ae How e 

““To get away with those bonds. I tell you 
those men know Jim Davis is alive; they know 
he is in Philadelphia. They will go on to 
Philadelphia and nip him. He has the papers, 
and it is the papers they want. Once they get 
those, they will make short work of Jim Davis.”’ 

“ And how can you help me?”’ 

‘“ Acree to take me in with you, and I will 
tell you how I can help you.”’ 

‘“All right. I will take you in.” 

‘And if I pilot you through, I am to be 
taken care of?”’ 


He Remember, I can give you away at any 
moment.”’ 

‘* So you say.” 

‘It is true.” 

Well?” 

“Something must be.done.”’ 

“What can we do?” 

‘They will go on to Philadelphia.’’ 

ae Yes ? 


“They will find Jim.” 

‘*One moment. Suppose he is alive and in 
Philadelphia, can I not give him the tip?” 

oe Yes.’’ 

*“ And he can flit?’’ 

‘* Yes; but where will he flit to? 
question.” 

““Oh, he could go away off.”’ 

“Tf those men once get on his track, they 
will follow him up. Remember, it is Sleuth 
and Badger who are on his trail. They can 
follow him up. If he is to be safe, he must 
outwit them.” 

“That is so, if he is alive.” 

““We will admit, just for argument’s sake, 
that he is alive.’’ 

“* Very well.”’ 

«We will talk on that line.” 

“* Very well.”’ 

“Then I say we must outwit them.”’ 

““Very good.”’ 

“Under the circumstances, they would not 
expect him to return to New York?’ 


That’s the 


““ Then, that is the best thing for him to do\”’ 

“ T will think the matter over.”’ 

“You must decide quickly, and if I am to go 
in with you, I will do my part.” 

“ And what part will you play?”’ 

““T will manage to keep you posted as to the 
intentions of the other side.” 

“‘ How can you do that?” 

“That is my own secret; but I will do it,’’ 

“You can?”’ 

ae Yea, ” 


‘« When shall I meet you again?”’ 

‘* Why not decide now?”’ 

‘‘T must consult with others.” 

‘1 will meet you to-night.” 

‘* Where?” 

“« Anywhere you say.”’ f 

“* Meet me at my own lodgings.” 

“«T will meet you.”’ 

“ At what hour?” 

“* Any hour you name,” 

“Make it midnight.”’ 

‘© T will be on hand.” 

A few moments later the two women separat- 
ed, and Maggie Everett proceeded to the home 
of Old Sleuth. She found the two detectives 
awaiting her. To them she related all that had 
occurred, Sleuth listened carefully, and then 
commenced to ask Maggie a number of ques- 
tions, and compelled her to repeat over and over 
again the conversation with Kate Davis. Then 
he looked over his notes, and meditated, and 
finally said: ’ 

‘Maggie, do you think this woman trusts 
you?”’ 

“Yes, as far as she trusts any one.”’ 

‘Ts it not possible that she is playing you?” 

ce 9) 


‘You feel certain?” 

esta 

‘* And you are to meet her at midnight?” 

ae Yes. ” 

“ At her house?” 

os Yes. ” 

‘* Where does she live?”’ 

‘*Tn a little house down by the river.”’ 

Sleuth inquired particularly as to the location 
of the house, and asked Maggie a great many 
more questions. Finally he told the woman to 
go and keep the appointment. 

After Maggie had gone, Sleuth said: 

““ We must look out, Badger, old fellow.”’ 

«What now?” 

‘“‘T want you here to-night at eleven o’clock.”’ 

‘‘ What is in your head now?” 

**T will tell you at the proper time; but do 
not fail me.’’ 

‘* Maggie is doing well?’ 

‘“Yes, very well. She has demonstratéd 
that Jim has the bonds.”’ 

‘She will induce that woman to invite Jim 
to come to New York?”’ 

‘“That woman has already made up her mind 
to invite Jim to come to New York. She and 
the man Martin have their own scheme. You 
be here at eleven'o’clock.’’ 

After the departure of Badger, Sleuth'mut- 
tered: ‘‘ What fools these mortals be!’’ and 
sat for a long time lost in deep thought. 

In the meantime, after separating from the 
supposed Lizzie Parr, Kate Davis went direct 
to her own home, gnd about an hour later Mar- 
tin appeared. 

‘‘T am glad you have come; things look bad.”’ 

‘““That is the way I feel about it,’’ said Mar- 
tin. 

‘“Those people are deep into our game.”’ 

“They are.”’ 

“They are playing a deep game against us.”’ 

““ They are.”’ 

Kate Davis told of her interview with the sup- 
posed Lizzie Parr. - Martin listened, and when 
Kate had concluded, said: 

‘We must take Lizzie in with us.’’ 

“We must?” 

“Yes; and her advice is good. 
long-headed woman.’’ 

You think so?” 

oe Wiese 

‘“You are right; she is too long-headed for 
us. She is working for the other side. I. know 
that man Sleuth.”’ 

“ Yes, he is a fiend.’’ 

‘‘ He is, and he is shadowing me.”’ 

“sSure. ’ 

‘And the first thing he would do would be 
to get some one on his side who is in my con- 
fidence,”’ 

‘“* You are right there, Kate,”’ 

“The woman he has selected is this woman 
Lizzie Parr.” 

‘Great guns! do you believe that?’’ 

“T know it.” ; 

““ What leads you to the conclusion?” 

“That woman was at the ball,’”’ 

“Yes?” 

“She managed to get on to my disguise,’’ 


6c Yes?” 


“ She brought about the meeting between the 
double and myself,’’ 

** She did?” 

ce Yes.’ ’ 

“How do you know?” 
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The woman repeated all that had occurred, 
and when she had concluded, Martin said: 

“You are a long-headed woman, Kate.”’ 

‘‘T do not mean to be trapped by that woman 
Lizzie Parr.” , 

“Tt does look as though she were in with 
them.”’ 

‘‘She is; and when she saw me to-day she 
was obeying instructions. Oh, it is a beautiful 
scheme they are working.”’ 

‘* Are you on to their scheme?”’ 

ee m. a” 

OW hateis itit2 

“T have told you all that passed?” 

ae Yes.’”’ 

** And can’t 

“IT can not.’ 

“‘Tt’s plain enough.”’ 

** Open up the scheme.” 

‘‘ Lizzie Parr advises me to get Jim to come 
to ea York.” 


you see the game?”’ 


eld right. When he comes, Lizzie will know 
all about it, and so will Sleuth, if I fall into the 
trap.” , 





CHAPTER XXIV. 


Martin gave out a whistle, and said: 

“You are a dandy!” 

“* Lizzie Parr can not play me.” 

‘“It is a good scheme; I never would have 
jumped on to it. Il tell you that; and, Kate, 
I'll tell you more—we had better capitulate.” 

“ Capitulate?”’ 

oe Yes. ) 

‘“ What do you mean?” . 

‘We can never play against those men.’’ 

**T am ashamed of you.”’ 

‘They are the two smartest detectives on 
earth.”’ 

**T don’t care; I will not wilt. I will teach 
Old Sleuth a trick-or two before I am through 
with him.’’ 

“You can’t step out of the tangle every time, 
Kate.” 

 canvijeel?. 

oe No. .) 

‘‘T’ll walk them into a tangle and give them 
a chance to step out.”’ 

“You will lose at that game.”’ 

Will 12” 

‘Well, to tell you the truth, I fear Lizzie 
Parr more than I do Sleuth and Badger.” 

“You do?”’ 

‘*T do; and I propose to get her out of the 
way.” 

“ How will you do it?’ FAs 

“‘T’ve snarled a tangle for her already.”’ 

“ What is your trick?” 

Kate revealed her plan. 

“*Tt’s a bold game,”’ said Martin. 

“Yes, it is a bold game, and we must play 
two or three bold games. We’ve got that 
ee and in time we can turn the papers into 
cash,”’ 

‘“ Tf we were free and Clear, we could.’’ 

““ We will be free and clear. We know their 
ame. We will not let them play it all alone. 
tell you we will tangle them. I’ve several 

good games to play. I'll give them enough 
Jim Davises to satisfy them. I tell you, all I 
need | at present is to get the woman out of the 


She is a] wa 


‘*T tell you it is a bold game.” ° 

“Yes, it isa bold game. Will you aid me 
to play it through?” 

“That brings me in,’* 

“You forget you are already in, and if those 
men close down on us and capture Jim, you and 
I will go up the river with him.”’ 

SPT at S'SOg a0 ote 

‘‘ And that means death for me, Martin.” 

““ Death for you?”’ 

“ee Yes.’’ 

*“How?”’ 

“Tl never go to jail foraterm. It's a life 
or death battle with me. We have some ready 
far all we need is to get the papers.”’ 

Oe 

“If we succeed, we can skip.”’ 

“* We can; and Id like to skip to-morrow.” 

‘ They mean to capture Jim?” 

ae Yes.’ 

“They want to get him to come on to New 
York?” 

““So it appears.” 

‘‘ And then they will nab him?” 

‘“ That's their game, "’ 


: othe played the double game?" 
es, 




























































oo 


“We can play it; we can show them Jim 
Davises all over the country.” 
you are a genius,’’ 
** But the first thing to do is to get rid of this 





**T ean see where that is a necessity,” 
= bad yon will help me to carry that scheme 


“Tt is a dangerous game.’ 
“I know it. But it's our 
“Tam ia with you.” 

“ Will you complete arrangements?” 
“T will.” 


best move now.”’ 


“And in the meantime | will arrange with 
Jim. ‘You bet I will make those men bite the 
dust, smart as they are. Kate Davis has fooled 
— and got away with them, and she will do 


a if nerve counts for anything, you will.” 
**I depend as much upon my discernment as 
I do upon my nerve. They can not fool me, 
and Old Sleuth will have a good opinion of me 
when this little game is over.”’ 
- — woman is to be here at midnight?’’ 
. 'es.””. 
“* Are you sure she has not tumbled?”’ 
“She is laughing in her sleeve at me. 
laugh to-morrow if you do 
- ; “* Tf we carry out your sc 
: will-get down on us."’ 
e enough! It will be a diversion, and 
; in the meantime we can work our scheme with 


“* That’s so.” 

“* One of us must go on to Philadelphia.”’ 

“* We can’t dg that.”’ 

“ Why not?” 

“They have us both under the shadow.”’ 

“That is all right. But when I work my 
game, the shadow will be lifted.” 

“« The woman game?’’ 

““No; the Jim Davis game. They will be 
chasing the ghost, and while they are we will 
get over to Philadelphia.” 

— - ** Who will go?’’ 

- 7 “Twill.” ! 

“* That is correct.” 

** And I will get those papers. Jim !Davis is 


I will 
gos part well.’’ 
eme, those two men 


no 
“You don’t like that man?” 
“*T like you, Martin.” 
The two exchanged glances. 
‘* You do me proud, Kate.” 
“Tf we get away with those bonds, we can go 
to South America. You are tired; I am tired. 
We can settle down, and I promise New York 
will never see me again. It’s a great town, but 
I can get along without New York.” - 
- “And New York will not sink if -we both 
stay away.” 
No.’ 
‘*T am tired of scheming, Kate.’’ : 
“*So am I; and we will run this little game, 
and then we will live in peace.” 
“You are set to down Jim?” 
“Tf we get the pete. he can float.” 
7 “ He may trouble us later on.”’ . 
“ Nonsense! he is toolazy. I worked all this 
game. He was only my tool.” 
“*T know that.”’ ee)! : 
** Tt will be a glorious thing if we can carry it 
through.” _ 
“e e can.”’ 
‘: We must look out that they do not geta 
clinch on us individually.” 
“ We will look out for that. 
plicated yet.” 


We are not im- 


t?’’ 
* You need not be in that.”’ 
** All right; I will make my arrangements.” 
© Be careful as to your men.” 
“ Oh, you can leave it all to me.” 
The two discussed their plans still further, 
then separated. They were indeed about 


and 
to play a bold game. 





CHAPTER XXV. 


ust at midnight when Maggie Everett 
aioe ba the home of Kate Davis. She was 


vend into the woman's presence, and Kate 
said 


, 

” You are ae si 

ve “Yea, re. 
7 oy Fie tons thinking over what you said to 
; me to-day.” 


“” 


And { trust you have reached a proper con- 
” 

” are several matters I do not under- 
” 


I can explain.” 
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“Not as matters stand. But this game to- 


R& 


‘Yes, you can,”’ 

ST wil.” 

““T can’t understand the little arrangement at 
the ball.”’ ‘ 

“* What about the ball?” 

“You were into that scheme.’ 

““ Wihat scheme?’’ 

“Oh, it is no use for you to attempt to come 
innocence over me. There was a scheme, and 
you were into it. You were in communication 
with the man who was under the disguise of a 
monk,”’ 

Maggie said, after a moment's thought: 

’“* Of course Iwas. I saw that he was watch- 
ing you, and I gave you warning.”’ 

*“* But you had a little chat with him before 
you gave me warning.”’ 

The last remark was a stunner for Maggie. 


CO, 


ut 


get me into trouble. You will prove that you 
are really Lizzie Parr, or—well, you shall prove 
It,”? 

‘“‘T will prove nothing.” 

Kate Davis suddenly rose from her seat, 
leaped forward, and seized hold of Maggie, 

** Unhand me, Kate!”’ 

Kate commenced to pull and tear, and off 
came Maggie's wig, and a struggle between the 
two women followed; but it did not last but a 
second, as a man rushed into the room. He 
came prepared, and clapped a chloroformed 
handkerchief to Maggie's mouth and nostrils, 
and he struck her several violent blows on the 
back, and poor Maggie fell over helpless and in- 
sensible. 

Kate stood over the unconscious woman, a 
sardonic gleam in her glittering black eyes, and 


She had hoped she had not betrayed that fact, | she exclaimed: 


and she still trusted that it was only a suspicion, 

“Yes, I spoke to him, I wanted to draw 
him out. You know any one can speak to an- 
other upon such an occcasion. , Kate, you want 
to go in with me. I want to aid you.’ 

“Then you must be perfectly frank. You 
are false, or you are playing a double game. 
That man was a detective.” 

**T know it.”’ 

““And you knew how he was got up under 
that disguise. You are in with those people; 
and now | wish to ask who are you, anyway?” 

Maggie became aware that matters were be- 
coming very apbereedinds 

“* You know me well enough,’’ 

“‘T am not sure that I 
picion.”’ 

“You have a suspicion?’’ 

“¢ Yes, I have.”’ 

‘‘ What is your suspicion?’’ 

**T suspect you are seeking to entrap me.’* 

= eee & 

“Yes. ou are playing in with the de- 
tectives.”’ 

““ What nonsense!”’ 

““Ts it so?”’ 

“Tt is nonsense.” 

“‘ Tf it is nonsense, you can prove it?’’ 

“* Certainly I can.” 

“Will your” 

“ce Yes.’ 


ae 


o. I have a sus- 


” 


“How shall [ prove it?” 

‘* Strip,’’ came the answer. 9 

Maggie began to tremble. She saw that in- 
deed she was under a dire suspicion, 

““Come, Lizzie Parr, you claim to be my 
friend. I will believe it when you prove your 
bene a 

“«T do not understand you. 

“Shall I speak in plainer language?” 

ae Yes. 2? 

“‘ You are not Lizzie Parr. 

**T am not Lizzie Parr?” 

‘‘ No, you are not. Lizzie Parr has been dead 
eight months; you know and I know it. And 
now, who are you, and what is your game?”’ 

The two women eyed each other, and then 
followed an awkward silence, broken at length 
by Maggie, who said: 

“You amaze me. 

“Do 1?” 

“ae Yes.’’ : 

“Tl amaze you still more. I know who you 
are.”’ 

“You know who I am?” 

oe Yes. ” 

‘‘T know you do,”’ came the answer, 

‘I know you are not Lizzie Parr.’ ; 

“Tf [am not Lizzie Parr, why should I claim 
" ot 

10 ou areacardinayame. Let me tell you 

something. lama widow. Ido not fear you, 

nor Old Sleuth, nor Badger. They are set to 

persecute a lone woman. They have some big 

scheme. You are in the scheme with them. 

You are the company of the combination. In 

other words, you are Maggie Everett, and I 

know it.” om 

‘* What an absurd suspicion 

‘Ts it an absurd suspicion?” 

ae Yes. ” y 

“You can prove it?” 

‘* Of course I can.” 

“To so.”’ 

“ But I’m offended.” 

“Oh, are you?” er 

The last remark was made in a very satirical 


How is that?’’ 


? 


tone. ; 
Me I will not stay here to be treated in this man- 


ner 


“Oh, yes, you will, You can stay here and 


prove that you are not a party to a scheme to wonders for us, 


*“ Well, Pve been too much for you, missy!’’ 
“You did it well, madame,’’ said the man, 
““T think so, Have you your carriage ready ?’’ 
‘We have.” 

‘Gag her quick and get her away.”’ 
“No hurry, madame.”’ 
“No hurry?” 

“No; don’t you see your advantage?”’ 

““ What advantage?” 

‘* She will talk now—talk plain—own up.” 
“You were listening?” 

‘* Certainly I was—that was my orders.’’ 

“ Your idea is a good one.”’ 

“ We've got the game all in our own hands, 


she answered. | You are the one to talk to her.’’ 


A few moments, and Maggie revived. Kate 
Davis stood gazing at her with a look of tri- 
umph in her eyes. 

“Well, you did try to play a nice game.” 

Maggie made no answer; but at that instant 
Sleuth’s words ran through her mind. 

““T’ve got you,”’ said Kate. 

Still Maggie made no answer. 

“You had better own up now, miss,’’ 

Still Maggie maintained silence. 

““You’ve nothing to say?”’ 

‘*« Nothing,’’ came the answer. 

“You thought you’d play me, didn’t you? 
But you did not know who you were playing. I 
had no reason to fear you. I'v@ no reason to 
fear any one; but I hate a traitor;’’ and turnin 
to the man, Kate added: ‘‘ Take her away.”’ 





CHAPTER XXVI. 


THE man administered a second dose of 
chloroform to the woman, and then a second 
man entered the room. The two men seized 
Maggie and carried her down:stairs. A carriage 
was at the door. Maggie was placed in the car- 
riage, and the two men were about to follow 
her, when suddenly two other men appeared 
upon the scene. The two men who had come 
from the house each received a crack from a 
club and rolled over in the street, and the two 
other men who had "appeared entered the car- 
riage, and the driver whipped up his horses and 
drove away. A few moments later he drew 
his horses to a stand in front of the elegant 
residence of the great detective. Sleuth alight- 
ed from the carriage, and Badger passed out the 
woman, who had not fully recovered conscious- 
ness, She was carried into the house, laid on a 
sofa, and after a few moments, under the ma- 
nipulation of Sleuth and Badger, fully revived. 

‘« Where am I?’’ were her first words, 

“You are all right.”’ 

The woman recognized the voice of Sleuth. 

‘« Have I been dreaming?”’ she asked. 

‘** Hardly.” 

Later on, Maggie fully recovered, and recalled 
all that had occurred up to the moment when 
the last dose of chloroform was administered. 

‘« What does it mean?’ she asked. 

“You are all right.’’ 

‘T am safe?”’ 

eee 

“This is your home, Sleuth?” 

ac Yes. ” ‘ 

“Who brought me here?”’ 

‘Badger and [ brought you here,” 

‘‘ What has happened?’ 

‘We are waiting to hear your story.”’ 

The woman related all that had occurred, and 
then Sleuth told his’story. He said he knew 
that the woman wason to Maggie, and was put- 
ting up a job, and he had arranged with Badger 
to defeat the game, and had succeeded, 

‘* Well, I was played,’’ said Maggie. 


“You were,”’ 
“T am deeply mortified,’”’ 
“You need not be. You have accomplished 


” 
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‘But that woman?” 

“It’s all right.”’ : t 

Sleuth arranged for Maggie to remain at his 
house for the night, and turned her over to the 
ladies of his home, and he and Badger held a 
long talk. In the meantime, Kate Davis was a 
wild woman. 

The two men who had been so neatly knocked 
over by Sleuth and Badger re-entered her house. 
Both were bleeding, and the woman asked: 

‘What has happened?” 

“That's what we want to know. Did you 
put up a job on us?” 

The two men told their story, and after a few 
moments departed, and later on Martin ap- 
peared. The man was greatly excited. He had 
met the two men, and had heard their story. 
He found Kate in a desperate mood. 

‘‘ Well, madame,’’ said Martin, “‘ your first 
tangle was a failure.” 

ae It was.’ 


“‘T tell you one will have to stay up all night 
to get ahead of Sleuth.”’ 

*“T will get ahead of him.”’ 

“So you do not give it up yet?” 

‘* No, I do not.”’ 

** We have the cash?” 

YES 

“Then why not get away with that? Let us 
quit,” 

Quit?” 

ae VCS. = 

“When I do, it will be when I am defeated.” 

“Tt looks as though you are defeated now.”’ 

“Tt may look so to you, but I'am not defeat- 
ed by any means. I have made one step for 
ward.” 

“You have?”’ 

SATE. 

“How?” 

“That woman is out of the way. She will 
not trouble me any more as Lizzie Parr.”’ 

“That is true.” , 

“Yes, it is true.”’ 

“But Sieuth?”’ 

““Bah! what care I for him?” 

““He is on to your game.”’ 

“Ts het”’e 

“Tt would appear so, madame.”’ 


““ What fools you men are! Of course he is 
on to my game. He has been on to it all the 
time. But he is in a great sweat now.”’ 

“Tn a great sweat?”’ 

PES VeSt = 

oe Why so?’ 

““ He knows I am on to his game.”’ 

““There is something in that.”’ 

“Martin, we are not beaten yet; indeed, we 
have won a good, substantial victory. We have 
blocked those men at all their points so far,”’ 

“‘T can not look at it in that light.” 

“You can’t?’” : 

oe No. 74 

“‘T'll show you.” 

“Do so.” 

“They started out to fool us on the double. 
They did fool you, but they did not fool me, 
and they know it.” 

“T reckon they do.” 


“ They started out to put this woman on my 
{rack, letting her work under cover as Lizzie 
Parr. Well, I’ve opened up that little scheme, 
I reckon.” 

“You bave, I admit.”’ 

“Then, so far Iam the winner. Now let 
them play their schemes. As long as I can get 
out of their tangles I am all right. Remember 
they have nothing on me until they catch Jim 
Davis, and even then ‘he will have to squeal be 
fore they can bring me into the conspiracy.”’ 

*““ When they bring you in, they will have a 
hold on me also.” 

“They will never bring me in. And now 
T’ve let them play their schemes, I will play one 
of my own.”’ 


oc’ 


ou played one to-night, and lost,’ 

“No, I did not play a scheme; I merely 
played against them, and I won,” 

“ They may close in on you.” 

** Close in on me?”’ 

re X ODF 

**On what plea?”’ 

** Your attempt to kidnap this woman,”’ 

Kate laughed, and answered: 

“You need have no fear; they will not let it 
be known how they were beaten.”’ 

“What will be your next move?” 

“Twill go to bed and to sleep, and to-mor- 
row I will arrange a little tangle for them; and 
if I don’t get them snarled, you laugh at me 
that’s all.’’ 








CHAPTER XXVII. 


Two or three days passed. During that time 
Badger had been to Philadelphia. His purpose 
was, under Sleuth’s direction, to beat the bushes 
and start up the game. 

The detective did not find the game, how- 
ever, and he had about concluded to return to 
New York and take a prowl, when, one night, 
as he was walking down Chestnut Street, he 
observed a woman walking in advance of him. 
Old, experienced detectives appear to acquire an 
instinct as remarkable as that of a sleuth-hound, 
for at a glance Badger detected that he had seen 
the woman walk before; her gait was familiar 
in his cyes. 

‘“Great Scott!’ he muttered, ‘‘ what have I 
struck?” 


The detective had overtaken the woman and 
supposed she had not seen him, and it was his 
conclusion that he had matters all his own way. 
He kept upon her track, and saw her enter a 
house on a side street. He waited around, and 
felt quite self-satisfied, for it seemed to him that 
he had finally struck a clew. He hung around 
the house for fully half an hour, and saw a 
veiled woman come forth. He started to 
shadow again. 
ward the suburbs—it was comparatively early 
in the evening—and finally he beheld the wom- 
an come to a halt at a street corner. She was 
evidently waiting to keep an appointment, 

Some ten minutes passed, and a man ap.- 


peared upon the scene, and the woman engaged’ 


in conversation with him. 

The detective thought over the situation and 
determined upon a bold move, and as he did so, 
he muttered: 

‘“Tt may be a little game—a little mislead; 
but I am ready.” 


He walked along until he came close to where 
the man and woman were standing. The man 
wore a slouched hat, and evidently sought to 
conceal his face. Badger walked up and ran 
against the man, and as he did so knocked off 
his hat, when, quick as a wink, four other men 
leaped from a place of concealment where they 
had been lying in wait. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, and with an ordinary man, it would 
have been “‘ all day,’’ as the saying goes. But 
the detective had remarked he was prepared, 
and soit proved, and that old club of his, that 
had done service in so many previous terrible 
scrimmages, was brought into play, and down 
went two or three of the men so quickly it 
seemed as though a lightning-bolt had been 
playing around, and the other men just skipped 
in a hurry. They had caught a Tartar. The 
men who had been knocked over got to their 
feet and scrambled off as quickly as their legs 
could carry them. The detective and the wom- 
an were left alone. The whole fracas had 
transpired in a minute at most, and the woman 
had stood and-looked on without making any 
effort to escape, and the detective, when all was 
over, turned toward her and said: 

“* Good-evening, madame.” 

**'You’re a ruttian! How dare you speak to 
me?”’ 

“Don’t be offended.” 

‘“No one interfered with you. 
assail my friend?”’ 

“Tf I was wrong, madame, why did your 
friend run off? Why did not all your friends 
remain and summon the police?’ 

““That is what they should have done, but 
they did not wish to remain and be murdered,”’ 

“They were glad to get away, I reckon.”’ 

“Why did you assai] the gentleman whe was 
talking to me?” 

“‘T wanted to see his face, and I want to see 
yours.”’ 

““ You want to see my face?” 

Yes don- 

The woman removed her veil, and the de- 
tective gazed upon a really good-looking girl 
of not over four-and-twenty. 

“Who was the man you were talking with, 
miss?’’ 

“* My brother.”’ 

“Your brother?” 

ce ae: ” 

“But how was it thos ing i 
mee ht men were lying in 

“TI can explain that.” 

“You can?’ 

“IT can,’ 

* Will you?”’ 

“*T will,”’ 

“* Do so.”’ 

“A man has been following and insulti 
me. We put up a scheme to punia So eae 


Why did you 


The woman walked along to-: 


came along and assaulted my brother, and our 
friends mistook you for the man we were seek- 
ing to punish.” 

“* Your friends were not very valiant.”’ 

‘“T will admit that, sir.’’ 

‘‘T am very sorry, miss, that I happened to 
interfere. I will confess I have made a mis- 
take.” 

‘Yes, you have made a graye mistake, and 
it would have been bad for you had an officer 
been near by.”’ 

‘“ You will forgive me?”’ " 

‘‘It makes little difference whether I do or 
not; but will you accompany me to my home?” 

The detective was taken aback by this singu- 
lar invitation. 

“You wish me to accompany you to your 
home?” 

ae Yes,” 

«e Why?” 

‘* You have given evidence that you can pro- 
tect a lady. Jam afraid to go alone through 
the streets at such an hour.”’ 

**T will be very happy to accompany you.” 

‘* You are a brave man.”’ 


The two started to walk together, and the de- 


tective said: 

‘“Miss, this is very strange.”’ 

““What is very strange?’ 

“This request on your part.” 

“To accompany me?”’ 

ce Yes. ) ‘ ; 

‘“When we reach my home, I will explain 
why I asked you to accompany me.” 

The detective calculated that another scheme 
was about to be put through, but he was up to 
all manner of schemes, and prepared to take all 
chances. j 

It was after eleven o’clock when the two 
reached the house from which the detective had 
shadowed the woman. 

‘* Will you come in?”’ she asked. 

Badger was taken aback. ; 

““Do you really mean it?” he asked. 

“Certainly I do. Have I not asked you to 
come in?”’ - i 

The woman that the detective had first fol- 
lowed to that house was Kate Davis. He had 
recognized her at a glance. The woman who 
had come from the house was not Kate Davis, 
and that also the detective had discovered; but 
acting upon the supposition that Kate Davis 
was not aware of his presence in Philadelphia, 
he had followed the party who led him into the 
adventure we have described. His suspicion 
was that she was going to deliver a message, 
and his conclusion was based, as stated, on the 
belief that his presence was not known, and it 
was not singular that for the moment he was a 
little bewildered. 

‘“ What is your scheme?’’ he asked. 

“My scheme?” 

ae Yes, ? 

““T have no scheme. 
few questions.”’ 

“* Ask them here.”’ 

““No; there are reasons why I desire that you 
should come into the house.”’. 

‘*T will enter,’’ said Badger. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


Tae detective was, indeed, a little off in his 
reckoning. The whole adventure was a strange 
one. He was shown into a neatly furnished 
parlor; the gas was turned up, the woman re- 
moved her wraps, and appeared cool and steady. 
She asked the detective to take a seat, seated 
herself, and then said: * 

“* Now, sir, will you explain?” 

** What am I to explain?” 

“Your conduct.”’ 

““My conduct?” 

“Yes, your conduct.” 

““ What have I done?” 

““You know well enough. You have been 
following me for the last three or four days.”’ 

A light began to break in upon Badger. 

‘““T have been following you for the last three 
or four days?” 

“t YER, sir’? 

“* You are mistaken, miss.” 

“IT am not mistaken, and I propose to have 
an explanation,”’ 

““T have no explanation to make.”’ 

“You shall explain.’’ 

“But you are mistaken.’’ 

““T am not mistaken. You followed me twice 
to-night.”’ se 

“TY followed you twice to-ni ig 
Badger. - ont, owed 


“Yes, you did. I was walking along Chest- 


I desire to ask youa 


~ 
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Yi ; a 
<tr 
gut Street, and followed me to this house. 
Fe . + had been {llowing’ me, and 1 went out 
: ‘ paeemionaty arranged to have you pun- 
; oy hog are a —- a Von An 
quished com have now de- 
termined to to directly, You must 


_— telLime why you have thus pursued me." 
ae “and be al ive was getting on to the scheme, 
on Sanne been following a lady, but you are 


. 


oan oe 
P SH to ; house to-ni t?’ 
7 “Tdo.”’” gh 
___ “Tam the lady you followed, and I demand 
an » 
___ “* Fou are not the lady I followed f hest- 
. "ut Street to this house.” pete: Ng sc 


you know as well as I do.”’ 
n, this is all very strange. You 

iving me, or you are laboring 
under a great mistake. I am the only lady in 

y young iady. You are at lib- 

ee through the house and search for 
__ “TI have no desire to go through this house. 
_ Iwill admit I have made a mistake. Your 
word is sufficient for me.” 

“You will admit you have made a mistake?”’ 
= i¥es.”” 
“* Are satisfied that you are mistaken?” 
_ “* Weill enough satisfied to ask your pardon.” 
** Will you tell me the name of the lady you 
ii me for?” 
_ “T can not do that.” 5; 

_ “Can I feel assured that I will not be an- 
- noyed any more?” - 


ae Spa 
_ “Twill accept your word; but if you have 
an doubts, you are still at liberty to go through 


“I do not desire to go through this house, 
ar pares asked your pardon, I will bid you 
: 7 voc t.?” i 
‘The detective rose to go, and the woman said: 
4 7 > ir wish you would make a confidante of 
= “Why should 1?” — 
2 _** My curiosity is aroused. I will admit that 
or believe you made a mistake, and I am anxicus 
: know why you should follow any lady as you 
have followed me.”’ ; 
Me A moment the detective pretended to meditate, 


“Twill trust you with my secret. I am in 
~~ Jove.” — : 

~ woman laughed, and said: : 

i “Tf that is the way in which you mean to in- 

me with your secret, you need proceed no 

further. I know you are not telling the truth.’’ 

; “You know I am not telling the truth?” 

is ae Yes.”’ 

os "Phen I will not attempt to proceed.” 

ro lieead yon to peoocad ty . 

: “You must excuse me. I will go.’’- 

_-—s ** You are looking for a man, not a woman; 


T+ and if you will make a confidante of me, I may 
put on the track of that man.” - 
“Ff T make a confidante of you, I will gain 


an aid?’ 
ye” ; 
a a ‘ these your only terms? 
ae ae.” 
What further terms will you offer?” 
"You are a detective.” 
~ Amie? 3 


—aaee : 

“ How do you know?” 

_ “ What I state is correct. s 

“Then what you told me before is false. 

4 “No, sir. I have just reached the conclu- 
gion that you are an officer. You are looking 

alge. a reward. You can afford to pay me for 
ris information. I want money, and I 
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oe Vena” y 
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mit following a lady from Chestnut 








“Your story to me was a blind,” 
** Yes, it was.”’ 
“And what now?”’ 
“* You have been fooled.’’ 
“* Have I?” 
“You have.”’ 
~ “ How?” 
“| may as well let it all out.” 
“Yes; let it all out,”’ 
“IT am not the woman you followed from 
Chestnut Street,’’ 
“I knew that all along.” 
“I went from this house to mislead you.” 
“That is true.’’ 
“ T succeeded.”’ 
‘© You did.”’ 
““ You're beat as the game stands,”’ 
“*Tt-would so appear.” 
* You can search this house.”’ 
““T do not desire to do so. You are too will- 


') ing to have me.” 


‘Tam looking for money.” 

“* Indeed?”’ 

_ “Iam prepared to sell out—to peach. There 
is no money for me the other way.”’ 

“You §° straight to business?” 

“c Yes, do.”’ 

“* And you can give me information?” 

“Yes, I know more about this scheme now. 
ace not let into the business fully by the other 
side.”’ 

“Who are the real parties on the other side?”’ 

“The woman you followed from Chestnut 
Street is one of them.’”’ 

Badger was a little bewildered. He knew 
that a game was being played, and he muttered 
to himself: 

** What in thunder is this woman up to, any- 
how?” 





~ 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


THERE followed a moment’s silence after Bad- 
ger’s commeat, as recorded at the close of our 
preceding chapter, and it was the woman who 
broke the spell with the remark: 

“*T will not pretend to be too good to make a 
few dollars. I need money. I am under no 
obligations to Kate Davis.”’ 

Badger just stared. 

“I played you. Yes, I entered into the 
scheme, but I had an eye to business on my own 
account when I did. 1 can surprise you.”’ 

»** Can you?” 
po Viegas: 


“You have already surprised me.”’ 

‘‘T have a greater surprise for you.’’ 

= roceed.:? ‘ 

“You are a very smart man in your profes- 
sion, but you have been working in the shade 
for the last three days.”’ 

‘* Have 1?” 

“You have.”’ 

“ And can you remove the shadow?”’ 

“I can open your eyes a bit.”’ 

“Will you?” 

“I will,”” 

“e Do so.’’ 

‘“You left New York by the New Jersey 
Central three days ago, on the afternoon train. 
When you arrived in Philadelpha; you went 
direct to No. 200 —— Street, and you have been 
floundering around in the dark until to-night, 
when you ran across Kate Davis, and you fol- 
lowed her to this house, and then you followed 
me. How is that? And here you are.” 

The detective listened with a feeling of 
amazement, and was also greatly mortified. He 
saw that he, an old detective cee: the most 
experienced in the profession, had been shad- 
owed most successfully, while he had himself 
been at fault. Yes, he was greatly chagrined, 

** You surprise me,’’ he said. 

“‘T knew J would.”’ ‘ 

There came a smile to the detective’s face, 
and he said: m 

“‘ You are a pretty smart woman. 

The woman did not answer. 

“You interest me. Now I will tell you some- 
thing. 1 intended that your friends should 
know I came to Philadelphia.” 

** You did?”’ 

“J did.” 

The woman did not look so well pleased, 

“ Why did you desire them to know you were 
coming to Philadelphia?” 

“| wanted to draw them on here, and I suc- 
ceeded. Iopenly went to 200 —— Street, How 
is that?” j 

“ And what have you made out?’ 

“ Ab! now you ask too much.” 

You have not got your inant?” 


& OO, 















| night.”’ 





*" Not yet.’* 

“* You were pretty near to him.” 
** Was I?” 
oe Yes, ” 

“ When?”’ 

‘* When I led you away.”’ 





““ He is not here now?’’ 
“Oh, no, certainly not,’’ 
“TI know where he is, sir,’’ 
“You do?”’ 

Se agOc a 

“ Well?” 


away.”’ 


“Proceed. I will be much obliged.” 

“I do not turn traitor for fun.”’ 

** Certainly not.”’ 

“IT want money.” 

* Certainly; how much?” 

“Two thousand,”’ 

‘You shall have it.”’ 

“When?” 

“* As soon as you earn it.” 

“That will not suit me.’’ 

“That is the best I can do.”’ 

‘*T want the money now.”’ 

“You will have to want, as far as I am con- 
cerned,”’ 

“Tf you do not catch that man within the 
So hours, you will never get 

im. 

“Then I will never get him.” 

“He is almost in your grasp now.” 

“Ts that so?” 

“It is; but he will never be caught unless 
you arrange with me.”’ 

“‘T’m prepared to arrange with you.”’ 

“Pay me the money and I will put you on 

the track of the man.”’ 
dhe detective meditated a moment, and then 
said: 7 

* Will you take a part of the money?” 

“T may be satisfied to take a part of the 
money. How much will you pay down?” 

“Two hundred and fifty.”’ 

“ Make it five hundred.” 

“Two hundred and fifty is all I will give.”’ 

“Will you pay the money now?” 

 Yes.”’ 

“Give it to me.” 

“ First, give me an idea that you can earn it.” 

“You lay me two hundred and fifty down, 
and promise to pay me twenty-seven lundred 
and ee when the man is caught?” 
PY O8 ie 


““T will accept your offer. The man was in - 


this house when Kate Davis entered here to- 


‘* He was here then?” 

ae Yes.’’ 

“Where is he now?”’ 

‘Pretty near New York.”’ 

‘“And you can put me on his track in New 
York?” 

““T can lead you right into his presence.”’ 

““ And will you?”’ 

“If you enter into the agreement.”’ 

The detective drew out his wallet, counted 


two hundred and fifty dollars, handed the — 


oy to the woman, and asked: 
‘* When will you go to New York with me?”’ 

“To-morrow.” 

“There is a train to-night.” 

““You would not ask a woman to travel at 
two o’clock in the morning?” 

“Why not?” 

“There will be nothing gained.” 

* At what hour will you go?”’ 

‘“We will take the first train after seven 
o’clock.,’’ 

The detective pretended to consider, and said, 
at length: 

‘It would be better to take the first train,”’ 

“No. I, mean to put you on this man’s 
track; but we must go slow. I can not walk 
right in on him,” 

‘Then you will go on the first train imme- 
diately after seven o'clock?” 

ee. 


‘‘ Miss, you are avery smart woman, You 
have won my confidence. lTadmire your pluck, 
It is a good game you are playing—to look out 
for yourself,”’ 

“That is just what I mean to do,”’ 

‘Tf you deliver this man to me, you shall re- 
ceive your money on the spot,” 

‘‘T shall expect to, I am taking large 
chances,”’ 

‘*] will meet you at the depot.”’ 
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‘‘ Ah, I see! There I was beat, I will admit.” 


“‘T am willing to give the whole business 


Fy 
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‘J will be on hand.” 

“ You will not try any tricks?” 

‘No. I want the money.”’ 

A little later the detective departed from the 
house, went direct to a telegraph office, and sent 
a cipher dispatch to Sleuth, And the dispatch, 
when interpreted, read: 


‘* Come on at once.” 


Within an hour from the time Badger parted 
from the woman, Sleuth was on his way to 
Philadelphia. 





CHAPTER XXX. , 


BApGER was an old-timer, and, next to Sleuth, 
provably as keen a man as there was In the pro- 
fession. There are many very shrewd imen, in- 
deed. The business develops men, if there is 
anything in them to be developed. In some 
cities very ineflicient men are sometimes ap- 
pointed, but the majority of those who attain to 
the position of specials are able men. 

Badger was not only an able man, but one of 
the most experienced men in the business. He 
was but a trifle behind Sleuth. He was not 
attached to the regular force, but was a worker 
on his own account, and he only took hold of 
very intricate, difficult cases. 

He had been fooled, however, in spite of his 
great experience. He now realized that he had 
taken too much for granted. He did not go to 
Philadelphia openly, but sought to go there 
secretly, and when the woman let him know 
that he had been trailed and shadowed, he was 
really very much chagrined, and he had made 
up his mind that he would get down to his old- 
time gait, and take heed that he did not get 
outplayed a second time. When he told the 
woman he had left New York openly, that was 
merely a sharp corner. He proposed to turn; 
and when he left that woman’s presence he was 
on to her scheme, or, at least, was determined 
noi to be caught napping. He was sure to be 
on deck for any emergency, and he went to 
work the right way. 

As stated, he telegraphed to New York for 
Sleuth. The two men had arranged a cipher, 
and Badger could have told volumes almost in 
a few words, and he did communicate consid- 
erable and really very startling information. 

At the time set, the detective was at the depot, 
and the woman, who called herself Jennie 
Franks, did not show up on time. 

Badger walked up and down at the depot for 
over an hour, and still the woman did not ap- 
pear. 

‘“T do not like this,’’ he remarked. ‘‘ Can it 
be possible that Ihave been given the slip again? 


Hang it! if I have been played, I’ll sell out-and | ° 


go into some other business.”’ ° 

The detective waited another hour, and the 
woman did not show up, and he started to go 
away, when he caught sight of a young lad who 
appeared to be watching for an incoming train. 

“Well, V’ll be shot,’ muttered the old crimi- 
nal shadower, “‘if that doesn’t getme! Well; 
well, miss, what is your game?” 

It did not take the detective long to discover 
the trick, and he again muttered: 

“You are smart, but this time I’ll fool you.” 

Badger did not go and addregs the disguised 
woman and unmask her. No, ffo; be had too 
good a lay for that, and he was too old a bird, 
He paid no attention to her at all, but he did 
not leave the depot. At length the train from 
New York arrived, and a crowd of passengers 
alighted, and among them was a man to whom 
the detective sent a signal as the crowd passed 
out from the depot. The detective had not, as 
it appeared, spoken to one of them, nor had he 
seemed to take any interest in the passengers, 
He did not look as though he were looking for 
an arrival. He hung around for another hour— 
indeed, half an hour after the pretended lad had 
gone away—and then he sauntered from the 
depot and went down to the house at 200 —~— 
Street. He hung around the house for about 
half an hour, when he espied a woman coming 
down tlie street. Tle recognized her as she ap- 
proached him, and when she came close to him 
the detective said: . 
** Well, madame, you played mea nice trick,”’ 
“TI was at the depot.” 
"You were?” 
aD Was," 
“It’s strange I did not see you, and I have 
en there for at least three hours,”’ 
**T was there.’’ 
“We were to meet a train that leaves Phila- 
delphia shortly after seven o’clock.”’ 


I 


> 
~ 
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“1 know it; but I overslept myself, and hur- 
ried to the depot as soon as 1 could.” 

‘*T fear you have fooled me.”’ 

SIN Oeste : 

“You have my money. You did me up I 
fear.’’ 

ENG Saas 

‘* And do you intend to go to New York?” 

*S Teds alten 

‘« And earn the balance of the reward?” 

“Yes, sir; and, to tell the truth, it is about 
as well that we did not go on the morning 
train.” 

ce Tis?’ 

“ Yés. I told you, when last we met, there 
was no hurry.”’ 

“You are up to some game.”’ 

sc bam 

ee Yes. ” . 

‘‘ What game could I be up to, sir?” 

“T see through it all.” 

“ You do?”’ 

ce if do.’ 

The woman smiled, and said: 

‘* You are really a very smart man, but you 
are mistaken for once.”’ 

‘“‘TIt may prove bad for you, this trick.’’ 

» “ What trick?” 

“The trick you have played on me.”’ 

‘* What trick have I played?”’ 

“You are under contract to keep me here in 
Philadelphia. That man isin New York. He 
will have a chance to skip away, while I am 
being fooled here by you,”’ 

There came a pleased look to the woman’s 
face. The detective observed it, but gave no 
sign. 

You are mistaken,’’ said the woman. 

‘“Do you intend to go to New York?” 

ee Yes, ” 

“When?” 

“‘ Any time you name.”’ 

mae you will meet me at the depot?” 

“ce es. ”? 

“ And give me another wait?’’ 

““No; I will be ready to go.”’ 

“On what train shall we go?”’ 

** We will take an afternoon train.” 

“* And you will be on hand?”’ ‘ 

reba ee 

“You are ready to go?” 

ce T am.’’ 

“* At once?” 

eee CSc 

“Then we will spend the time together until 
the train starts.” 

“You suspect me?”’ 

oe IT do. a? 

“* You need not; I will be on hand.”’ 
at mut can we not spend the time together?”’ 

“oe 0. ” ; 

‘“ Why not?” 

“You are a very entertaining man, but I am 
a dull woman.’’ 

“Oh, you underrate yourself.” 

““T will meet you.”’ 

“Sure?” 

ee Yes. ” 

“No more fooling?”’ 


6é ” 


~ 


““T shall take the train named, whether you 
appear or not.” 

**T will be on hand.” 

“All right; I will take your word. Do not 
fool me again.”’ 

**T will not.””? ™ 

Bee walked away, and as he did so, he mut- 
tered: 

““T reckon I was the smartest this time.’’ 





CHAPTER XXXI. 


BADGER was on to the woman’s game. He 
had been fooled, and he did not. mean to get the 
throw-out again, He did not wish to spend the 
time with her, either, His proposition was a 
misleader; and when he walked away, he just 
wandered around and kept his eyes open, and 
when an opportunity offered he worked a trans- 
form. He was among the princes of change 
detectives, and could do the act as deftly and 
as completely as any man living, 

Having worked his change, he took a walk 
down past the woman’s house, and luck fav- 
ored him, She was just coming forth. She 
met the detective face to face. He was on the 
lookout. He passed on, and muttered: 

“That’s all right. I reckon I’m under a 
good cover.” 

The detective continued on his way, walked 
down to the river, then Jumped into a car, and 
rode to a hotel in a remote part of the city. He 





alighted, glanced around, concluded, as indi- 
cated by an exclamation, that it was all right, 
and entered the hotel. A brisk, business-like 
looking man sat in the reading-room, looking 
over a paper. Badger did not address the man, 
but took up a paper himself and pretended to 
read, and after an interval he turned towar) 
the otheY man, and remarked: 

‘‘T see wheat has taken a tumble.” 

‘* Yes,’ came the answer, ; : 

The two men were soon engaged discussing 
affairs about the Produce Exchange in New 
York, and suddenly discovered that they had 
met before. Then they drew their chairs to- 
gether and commenced talking in a very low 
tone, and the man who had been in the reading- 
room asked: * 

‘* How is it you didn’t go to New York?” 

‘“ They’re smart.” 

“Yes; they’re a cute lot.”’ 

‘“She made an arrangement to go to New 
York with me.”’ 

“* And didn’t show up?”’ 

‘«She did, and she didn’t. 
guise to watch me,” 

oA ates 

“Yes; she fell to a possibility.” 

“gees 

‘* She is off the track now.” 

“You are sure?”’ 

oe I aii.-. 

“When do you go?” 

“On the afternoon train.” 

“And what is your idea?”’ 

“He didn’t go to New York.” 

‘*T reckon not.”’ 

‘“ He is here.”’ 

“e Yes, ” 

““ He will come from his hole.’’ 

SS See we 

“They think now that I’m the only repre- 
sentative from New York.”’ 

ae Yes, ” 

‘They mean to get me back to the city and 
let him out of his hole.”’ 

“© And then?”’ 

“It is my idea he means to skip.’* 

“Have you got on to him?” 

‘“No; but I’ve an idea.”’ 

“Well?” 

““ He will take a boat.’ 

““ That is a good supposition.” 

““ He will think the road is clear.’’ 

ce Ves”? 

“You will know where to look?’’ 

etewilleay < 

““They, meantime, will fool around with me 
in New York.”’ 

“* They are playing it cute.’’ 

“Yes; but I know we are on to the whole 
scheme.” 

““T think we are. 
presence here?”’ 

oe No.’’: 

Old Sleuth laughed, and said: 

“They will see me in New York.”’ 

“When?” 

‘* Well, they saw me an hour ago.”’ 

Badger laughed, and said: 

“You are the devil himself.’’ 

“T anticipated this trick.’’ 

: is They will be doubly sure that you are not 

Cres e 

‘“T tell you they will see me in New York.”’ 

A few moments later Badger and Old Sleuth 
separated, and a little later Sleuth was in the 
street. He proceeded direct to the main tele- 
graph office. He held a long talk with the 
superintendent, and a secret order was sent out 
to send word to the office if.a cipher dispatch 
arrived from New York under certain coti- 
ditions, and also if a dispatch arrived with a 
message approximating a meaning to any of the 
lists of warnings that were furnished. 

Having fixed up for a clew at the telegraph 
office, Sleuth took a stroll about the city. He 
went down to several shipping offices, and each 
time had a talk with the chief in charge. He 
obtained a list of all the passages that had been 
engaged for boats going in various directions, 
and after leaving the last one, he remarked: 

“* He has not secured his passage yet.”’ 

Sleuth returned to his hotel. His lines were 
all out for a bite, and it would be a smart Davis 
who would get away in face of the precautions 
the great thief-taker had taken. ~ 

Meantime, Badger was laying around, and at 
the proper time he appeared at the depot, and 
the woman, Jennie Franks, showed up on time, 

‘“ It’s a go this time?”’ said Badger, 

“ Yes, it’s a go,’’ answered the woman, 

“ And Iam to see the man?” 


She came in dis- 


There is no idea of my 


. 
. 













, 
~ 


_™ When?” 
: © Good enough. 
rt 
we 


 “ Yes, sir: we are here.”’ 


ra from the train. 


“| must arrange matters.”’ 
“ Well?” 
“*T will meet you at midnight.” 


rn, 

** Madame, what is your game?” 
“*T mean to earn that money.” 
S You can?” 


nly, 
“* And at once?” 
“*T must arrange matters.’’ 


a This very night, in all probability.” 


7s The bearded the train and were soon 

7 c4 oe were New York, where they arrived 
a little seven o'clock. 

_ _ “ Here we are,”’ said Badger, as they alighted 


* And now, what is the programme?” 


“ You will meet me at midnight?” 


it was fifteen minutes later when he arrived in 
New York, He procceded direct to his room, 

In the meantime, the woman went direct to 
the home of Kate Davis. She gained admit- 
tance, and was greeted with a kiss and an em- 
brace. 

‘** You are here.’’ 

te r am,”’ 

“* And where is Badger?’ 

** He is here also.’’ 

“He came on with you?” 

ae iv »”» 


“Did you follow all directions?” 

ae Yes.”’ 

‘I'm satisfied it is all right. The other man 
is here in New York. I saw him with my own 
eyes.”” 

** How late?’’ 

“IT saw him as late as five o’clock.’’ . 

‘* No one came on the train to Philadelphia?” 

“No one.”’ 

** You are sure?” 
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“Do you meah to use me and let me lose the 
money?” 

oe No.”’ 

“I can not see through your game.”” 

* You will see through it all right in the end, 
T tell you I am playing the biggest game that 
was ever played, I will even win the love and 
respect of those two men, I will tangle them so 
completely,”’ 

“Very well; I will trust your word.” 

‘You can. We will be all right, and to- 
night will practically end the whole business. 
There will be some fine work later on, but to- 
night will do the business. Yes, those men 
pe fooled as men were never fooled ‘be- 
ore, 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 
BADGER, as has been stated, crossed the ferry 
leisurely and proceeded to his lodgings, and 
there he sat and awaited a report from his aid. 


‘ You know where the man is?”’ “Liam-? It was well on toward nine o'clock when his 
I will know.” “Then the road is clear?’’ aid returned, 
_ “You don't know now?” “It is. Now tell me all that occurred.”’ ‘“Did you shadow the woman?” 




























“No; of course not. I only know that he is} The woman told all that had occurred. She} “I did.’ 
in New York; but I will know where he is| went over all the facts that are already known] ‘‘ Where did she fetch up?” 
within an hour, and I will meet you to-night.”’| to our readers. “At the home of the woman, Kate Davis.’’ 
’ © Where?” ** And you are to meet him at midnight?” “What did you make out?” 
-The woman named a place. *Yes,”” *“T could not get on to their conversation.”’ 
“* You will be on hand?” The woman, Kate Davis, laughed and said: “They held one?”’ 
os r “Ts all right. Isaid I would tangle them] ‘‘ Oh, yes; I could see through the windows; 
“* Very well, so shall I.”’ up. I’m about to play the biggest scheme ever | but that woman is smart.” 
; now I’ve a condition to make. You] conceived in a human brain. They are smart| ‘‘ Yes; she is a smart woman,” 
must not cross in the same boat with me.’’ men, but a hundred years from now they may] ‘‘ She had watchers outside.” 
» 2“ Why not?” know how they were beaten by a poor little| The detective meditated a moment; and then 


“It is my condition.”” woman.” asked: 
“* When can I cross?” : “Ts your dummy ready?’’ ‘** Are you sure?” 
“Tn the following boat.” ets olan: : 
Badger laughed, and said: “And I will earn the money?” ‘*T don’t like that,’’ he muttered. 
© That’s all right.’’ eS¥ea,?? : ‘‘ She is a daisy, and she is glad about some- 
aa eS “ He may not pay it to me.”’ tHing.”’ 
2 “He will; those men always keep an agree- “Ts she?” I 


— CHAPTER XXXII. ment, and you will keep yours.’ “Ven. 
WE will here indicate how many points a} ‘‘I will keep mine?” “How do you know?” i 
good detective is compelled to watch, and how] ‘‘ Yes.” ‘* T could see she was smiling all over. 
ee it requires to successfully | ‘‘ What do you mean?” The detective smiled, and said: C 
~ eonductashadow. | “ Just what I say.”’ ‘All right; it is better to laugh last.’ 
Badger did not know that the woman would| ‘“‘ But I've promised to show up Davis.” It was midnight when the detective met the 
uest him to wait over a boat: but he did an | ‘“‘ I know it.” woman Jennie Franks, She was promptly on 
ticlpate that in some way she would seek to| ‘“‘ He will go through your dummy.” hand, and she said: é 
| evade him, and he felt compelled to prepare for| ‘‘ Will he?’’ ; ‘* You are satisfied now? 
such a contingency. When the train arrived,|_ “ Most certainly. We can not foo] men like} ‘* How? : = 
7 he exchanged signals with a man who had met| Badger.” ~ Z ‘* That mean business. 
o> train at New Brunswick. The detective} ‘‘ We have fooled them. + So far—yes. is’ ia 
7 aia man had exchanged communications| ‘‘ Just a little.” he - I will show up that man to-night. 
- - wnknown to the woman who was in his com- “©We will fool them again, and this time fool % That is what you promised. 
pany, and when the woman proposed that he| them completely.” ne How about my reward? 
should wait over a boat, he saw the wisdom of| ‘* What am I to do? m * That will be all right. ‘ 
his little precaution, and when he said, ‘‘ That’s| ‘‘ Fultill your contract. _“ But the plan will not permit you to pay me 
= “ol st y he meant, sub rosa, that it was all| ‘‘ How?” Pca i ar erin atta € trust tne, 
ee n wi there?’ ey he ? b 
7 Bee. kd tee vomen, a Beet cs the game.” “‘T have made an arrangement to meet Davis. 


Suspect : ak to meet this man at midnight?” I run great risk.”’ ; 
: goa a You wn : “You are tovmeet him?”’ 
= «*-You are under contract to pointout theman| ‘‘ Yes.” 
- _# vot to full derstand that I mean | Davis?” ““ When?’ 
eae ‘That is it.” “‘ Within the hour,” 


Lan point he d : fond tre to follow me up. You will find 
in i 2 i int out the dummy.” “You J 
_ “1 mean nothing when I ask you to wait over} ie ged ori point out Davis.” me talking with a sles ui me ae 
‘ 4ecti i q a ~ J don’t understand.”’ cover. The mt you will see me talking wi 
» < fac oa? eee ee “That is what you have agreed to do?” will be Davis. - 
aa “ “Ant see ~ esa ‘“* Good enough. 


- . t him. tell him you are to| ‘‘ He will know immediately afterward that 
7 may not have such perfect confidence Pe eee ae z I have betrayed him.” 


, wy contract.” 
OSB can do.” 


= 
- 


—*s 


n in me as I might expect.” ar “Yes, if it is the real Davis.” - , 
* “That is the reason I ask you to remain| “‘ Agree ee eee you will engage in pane can see, then, what a position I will 
; ore Pe ; “ What position ?’’ 


“an cee ae 2 Pa het “ He is to come up?” “My life will not be worth a rupee; that 
i , oe i woman, Kate Davis, will kill me.”’ 






little game.” 
Lag better than that. 


“1 ein be on deck. And, madame, do not| “‘It will come as though you are surprised.” 


“T see, Ie must think I am a traitor.”” 
“Yes; and you must be permitted to go 


‘« You need not fear.”” 

“Oh, it is easy for you to say I need not fear, 
but you do not know those people as I do, sir, 
I must get away immediately.” 









wth eit tie tg Cs ae res,’ fol ¥ ae a ee get away.’’ 
* . ” “ef ' he is to fol- ee Thy no ” y 
4 “ ri It will be but child s play for or ae — an have gone away h sn yr RE vei Lae ay 
my necdn Fae een On I hee " ing to fear from him for the next twenty years. 
oa ee “ j lo. Leave the rest “ But bis wife?” 
ee ee Cre * c “She will be out of the way for doing harm 


The two parted, The conversation we have to me. esl cet 
Se landing arena tos he aver e: cana - iit ty pay me my money now, I know I 
oo r - ill ¢ 1 he will pay | will be all right.” 
The woman went aboard, and Bad re You will carn your money, and he pay “That will not work, You ean not receive 
a De ey ook thal be yer But he will go through the game.”’ any more money until I have seen Davis with 
demonetratin ‘| “You will get your money, All you have | my own eyes. £ 
rs] a to reach Ment York S to do is follow my instructions.” After you see him? 


“ » payment of | ‘I will pay you the money agreed upon.” 
wae well in the slip the} the peor ern oe “T can depend upon your promise"? 
as cyar ond walked onay, and) ‘No; all will be right.” You can. 


, 


ol ) thee 


aes 


Os 


snk ont 
OD ODM 

‘‘T see one thing; you do not believe I will 
keep faith.”’ 

‘‘T believe nothing until I have the actual 
proofs.”’ 

‘You will have the proofs; but, let me ask, 
will you arrest the man at once?” 

‘«That depends.”’ 

“7 will offer a suggestion.” 

‘S0.S0, ; 

“You want the bonds as well as Davis?” 

teV es: 

“By arresting him to-night, you will not 
secure the bonds. He will not have them on 
his person.”’ 

Well?” 

‘““The woman will outwit you.’ 

“*- You were to offer a suggestion.” 

‘Ves. 

‘*Do so.”’ : 

“Spot him, and then shadow him. When 
you once have your eye on him, there is no 
need for you ever to lose sight of him.” 

“That should be so.”’ 

‘* Wiiat will you do?” 

‘*T shall decide later on.”’ 

“And you will pay me immediately after 
you are convinced that I have kept my con- 
tract?” 

SSY@s. 

““The time approaches.” 

‘* When you are to meet this man?” 

Sey CSc 

“Remember, it will be bad for you if you 
attempt any tricks.” 

“7 will not attempt any tricks against a man 
like you. I know you are prepared.” 

Sams 

“Tt is a square deal. 
man, and you are to pay me.” 

“ That is the understanding, 
to meet him?” 

‘““You must shadow me, and the man you 
will see me talking with will be yourman. You 
mys} arrange it so it will appear that yow were 
on his track, and give me thereby a chance to 
dodge.” 

“That is a fair request.”’ 

““ You will work it that way?” 

“* Certainly.”’ “, 

‘“T may have to wait some time for my man.” 

‘All right.” 

** Meantime, you must lay low. 

““T will take care of that part of the game.’ 

“You must be very careful.’’ 

“ Certainly.” 

“* He will be on his guard.” 

‘** Most likely.” 

**T will go at once.”’ 

““Go it, madame; and if you do not give any- 
thing away, you may depend I will not.”’ 

The woman started and walked away. The 
detective started slowly to follow her, and in 
the meantime he passed a signal. 

Badger did not know just what the game was. 
He had calculated upon two plans. He intend 
ed to be prepared for either. He thought it 
possible the woman might havay dummy made 
up. He was ready for that Axle game. He 
thought again that it was possi that the peo- 
ple would be rash enough to *-mpt to down 
him. He was ready for tha: meme. They 
knew they had a desperate casmmnd might at- 
tempt desperate chances. Tliemmes us one thing 
he had no faith in—the fidelicy Of the woman 
eee Franks. He knew she was up to some 
trick. - 

The woman walked very slowly, and the de- 
tective kept her in sight. She at length came 
to a halt in a remote corner of J’ompkins Park. 
The position selected by her was a good one, as 
it afforded the detective a good chance for scek 
ing a cover. She paced to and fro, and finally 
the detective, thinking that possibly she was 
really to meet a dummy, managed to pass her, 
and as he did so he said: 

“Talk with your man and leave him. Let 
me follow him up; it will be better for you.”’ 

“The plan suits me,” said the woman, 

“Yes; and it will establish your desire to 
eee, it appear that I have been shadowing 

Lim, 

“T see your point. I am to talk with him 
awhile, and then leave him?’’ 

CR. 

““And you will follow him up after I have 
separated from him?’’ 

ae Yes. ” 

‘“T like that plan better.’’ 

The detective passed on, and he concluded 
then that it really was the dummy game that was 
to be played, and he smiled at the idea that the 
women, smart as the two were he was dealing 





Where are you 





I am to show up the} 


| everything will come out all right. 








with, believed that they could fool him. But he 
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Our hero had a square look at the man. The 


did not know the game that was to be played. | place was moderately well lighted. The man 


It was a deep one, as our readers will learn, 





CHAPTER XXXIV. 


BADGER got to his cover, ‘and fully half an 
hour passed, when at length a man appeared 
and held a few moments’ conversation with the 
woman Jennie Franks, and as the detective 
glanced at the fellow by the aid of a park lamp, 
he muttered: 

‘Hang it! the fellow is not well got up.”’ 

The man was partly under cover, and that 
was what the detective could not understand. 

He did not look like Davis as closely as he 
should. 

“This is a very clumsy game,’’ he muttered. 


Alas! Badger has not got on to the full depth 


of the game. It was not as clumsy as he sup 
posed—as he was to learn later on; but as mat- 
ters stood, he looked upon the whole play asa 
sort of broad farce. 

The woman, as far as she was concerned, 
played her part well. She only talked with the 
man afew moments, and talked loud enough 
for our hero to overhear. She said: 

‘*T have nothing to report that is definite.”’ 

‘You left Philadelphia this afternoon?” 

LY CS 

““You brought that 
hear?” 

“Tt was according to orders.”’ 

‘“ Who gave the orders?” 

eaten 

“She is a fool!” 

ee Why?” 

‘* She should have left the man there.” 

“Tier game is a good one. She told it to me.”’ 

““What is her game?” 

“You are to return. 
clear.”’ 

‘“This has been badly managed by Kate all 
through. If she had not mismanaged, those 
fellows would never have got on to the original 
game.”’ / 

‘‘You must make the best of it now, and 
You must 
not question what your wife does. She is a 
wonderfully smart woman. She will fool all 
these men in the end.”’ ; 

The last remark was spoken in a low tone, 
and Badger did not overhear all that was said. 

** When will I see Kate?’ asked the man, 

‘“ To-morrow, most likely.” 

“« She will spoil all, I fear.” 

‘You need not fear.”’ 

“* Am I to meet you again?” 

ae Yes.’’ 

“When?” 

‘You will receive word.” 

“Tow do you know you have not been 
shadowed?”’ 

‘““T arranged against that.”’ 

“ How?” 

““The man is waiting for me at another place. 
He expects information; and now you had 
better go.”’ 

‘“* You go first. I will follow at my leisure.’’ 

egy s > . 7. 

Good-night,’’ said the woman. 

The woman went away, and the man stood 
some time as though lost in deep thought, and 
in the meantime Badger had a good opportunity 
to study him. up. The fellow was evidently 
under a disguise. He looked something like 
Davis, but he had not been well made up as a 
dummy, and the detective was perplexed. 

‘‘ Hang it!’ he muttered, as a certain suspi- 
cion flashed through his mind. ‘‘I may have 
been badly played, after all. There is some- 
thing in this little movement that I am not on 
to yet.”’ F, 

‘The man finally started to walk away, and 
Badger fell to his trail. The man proceeded to 
a small restaurant, an all-night place, and the 
resort of bad people. It was a very low resort. 

“There is something up,’’ muttered Badger, 
as he worked a transform and passed the place. 
Ife had seen the man enter, and saw that he was 
ina little booth, and had evidently ordered a 
meal, 

The detective entered the place. He played 
as though he were: intoxicated, and staggered 
into the same booth where the man was en joy- 
ing a cup of coffee. The detective ordered’ a 
cup of coffee also, and looked at the other oc- 
cupant of the booth, and as he did so it seemed 
to him as though he were gazing at a ghost. THe 
did not betray his surprise, but he was a really 
surprised man—all at sex, 

“G was his mental comment, 


man on with you, I 


The road will be 


meat guns!” 
** what have I struck?” 


was under a disguise, that was certain; but his 
disguise did not aid to make him look like 
Davis. The remarkable fact was developed 
that the man was really disguised not to look 
like Davis. Again the detective indulged a 
mental comment—a sort of query—and it was 
to the effect, ‘‘ Has that woman really betrayed 
Davis into my hands?’ 

Badger still assumed to be intoxicated, and 
he addressed his companion. 

‘* How is that coffee?” he asked. 

“Pretty good.” 

‘* How are you, old man?” 

The stranger did not offer to take Badger’s 
proffered hand. 

‘“What’s the matter?” 

“* Nothing.”’ 

“You are not going back on an old acquaint- 
ance?”’ SNe = 

“TI don’t know you.*’. 

“You don’t know me?”’ 

ce No?’ 

** Yes, you do.’ 

“Oh, don’t bother me.” 

‘* Who’s bothering?” 

‘You are annoying me.”’ 

“é Am Woes . 

ae Yes, ”? 

‘“ You’re awful touchy.” 

ae Am Eee 

ee Yes.’’ 

‘“Don’t be so touchy. Coffee is no good: 
let’s have some becr.”’ 

““T don’t want any beer.” 

“You don’t? What’s the matter with you, 
anyhow?” 

‘ Nothing.’ 

“You don’t want to be friendly?’’ 

SN Opn st 

““T guess I’ve seen you before?”’ 
TeeOhs nashi24 

‘““ You’re no good.”’ 

“Are you seeking to quarrel with me?” 

“Td just like to quarrel with you, old man.” 

“You can’t.” : 

“So I see. You’re afraid you might lose 
your wig in the scutile.’” 

““ Who are you, anyhow?” ; 

““T’m an old-timer. I say, Johnny, you need 
not fear me. I am not giving any one away. 
I’ve been there myself.”’ 


> 


“What in thunder are you talking about, 


anyhow?” 

““ Don’t you know?” : : 

oy Gon. (aes : - 

Badger laughed, and said: 

“You have not worked it well.’’ 

““T reckon you are crazy.” 

“No, I am not crazy; but you haven’t 
worked it well.”’ 

‘“ What I’ve done suits me.’” 

“But some one may get on to you.” 

‘They may?’ 

ae Yes. ”» 

““ What are you getting at, anyhow?” 

““You’re under cover, pard,’’ canse the an- 
swer, ; 





~ CHAPTER XXXV. 


THE man pretended to show great alarm, and 
said: : 

““You’re a fool!” ~ 

“Not much. And now, mister, J know 
you,”’ 2 

““ You know me, eh?” 

“ae Yes.’’ 

““T don’t know you.” 

“Don’t you?” 

ce No.”’ 

“* Let’s pull,’’ 

“What do you mean?” 

“Bah! you know.”’ 

““T only know you're a fool.’ 

““That don’t help. See here.’’ 

As the detective spoke, he reached forward ! 
and pulled off the man’s wig. And there, in- 
deed, Davis, the supposed suicide, sat before 
him. Our hero was a more amazed man than 
the cee he fe uncovered. Badger, how- 
ever, did not lose his head, althouy athy 
amazed, but said: ae Greatly 

“* Excuse me, old man; 

2. Dee 

**T give it up.” 

“What are you up to, anyhow? You have 
ae great liberties with re. 

“* You are not the man I took you te be.” 

‘ yon Nee you knew met 

es, 


I give it up.”’ 





> 




















































SEMEEER Grom sacaccur] 


cash os aside all attempts to play 
— “You've sober ve ick.’ 

3 “Yes ree ry qu 

z “You were eetie in on me?” 


* Well?” 
“You are not the man I want to see. I’ve 


: a friend here in New York under cover. I’ve 
big news for him. I've been on the lay for 
: him. I thought you were my man, but I’m 
away off. I beg your pardon. 

Tt was the man whom our hero had uncovered 

who showed signs of perplexity. 

= you are looking for a friend?’ 
es.” 


i g os thought I was your friend?”’ 
“You are now satisfied you are mistaken?” 


e ines wen call it quits.”” 
aly.’ 


oon and knocked out at that moment than he 
ever been before in all his life. At that 
moment he knew it was the man Davis who sat 
_ before him. He had not been prepared to meet 
y Davis. _ He had made no plans for such a dé- 
nouement. He had not dreamed for one mo- 
ment that the woman really intended to betray 
the man, and yet there sat Davis. His dis. 
oo has been indicated, was to hide Davis. 
Was something in the whole affair that 
for the time being was too much for the ex- 
perienced old detective. 
A few moments the two men sat in silence, 
and it was Davis who first spoke. He said: 
” Say, old a. what is your game ro 
“Tye no 
The dathetins: aa on the defensive, 
“* You have been do ging me.” 
“* Yes, I have heen ogging you.”’ 
7 “* For how long a time? 
** A few hours.”’ 
“Yes took me for another man?” 
“ Whom did you také me for?” 
““T am not telling to- night.”” 
ae you can not fool me.’ 
wr can *t fool you?’’ 
CO. 
} *e am not trying to fool you. I’ve fooled 
a 


“Tam ‘the man you were looking for.” 
“* Are our” 
i Year" 
“* Who are you?” 
___ ** What’s your game?” 
“T’ve told you my game. You are not the 
: mau I want to see. I’ve no business with you, 
and I'll bid you good-night.”’ 
rose, went ik and paid his check, 
and left the saloon, and as he pened out to 
the street, he muttered: 

: ** Well, this is the worst beat of my life. I 
wonder what that fellow thinks? He acted 
sort of queer. It’s Davis. He was right in my 

It was no make-up. Hang it! the dis- 
_ Gety fee my breath away. I wish I had 
that woman was on the square, and I 
——~ auaa have arranged my plan differently.” 
r The detective walked off a little way and 
worked a transform, and then he laid low. 

Meantime, the man whom he had uncovered 
did a little muttering. He also ejaculated: 

“ This gets me! What does he mean? Why 
't he clap the irons on me? By all that’s 
strange, bat I'd like to know the game!” 

The man at length rose from his seat and set- 
fled his check; he had restored his wig, and 
came forth from the saloon. He proceeded 
oem a man who knew just where he was 


Badger started for a shadow. He followed 
the man, and saw him enter the house of Kate 
Davis, and then he began to think. 

“ Thete is something wrong here," he mut- 
“1 am not on to this gome yet. No, 
tat I will | be, you bet." 

Actective went away. THe knew how and 


fe 


far 


hour be bad telegraphed on the 
particulars. 
the wite, Vrdleer at the ower, and the two de- 
| eetives were “ir own operators, anil they 
fas hough they were talking. 


aml wtrange suggestions and 
iw along, carried Wy the 
on 


Sienth was at one end of 


a ‘ 
A ca 
I a oe 
* 
e 


r es 


‘“Didn’t he uncover you?” 
“Yes, he uncovered me.”’ 
Baulger fused his coffee; but while sipping] ‘‘ And still you are here?” 
it he been thinking. He was more sur-| ‘‘ Yes, I am here.”’ 


where  comannicate with Old Sleuth, and 
an . 








The two officers held the wire for over an 
hour, and the marvelous part of the whole dia- 
logue was summed up in the fact that Badger 

had been face to face with Davis in New York, 


while Sleuth had been face to face with Davis 
in op -meg, oo and both men were fully as- 


sured that they were not mistaken. 


The two men at length departed from the 


electric communication, 


and the women wore a look of surprise. 


“What are you doing here?’ cried the 


woman Kate Davis. 
““T am here,’’ came the answer, 


“Yes, Isee you are here. Didn’t that man 


follow you?” 
“Yes, he followed me.’’ 


“ Great goodness! what have you to say? 
Why did he not arrest tyou’ came the question, 





CHAPTER XXXVI. 


THERE Was something singularly significant 
in the woman’s question, as recorded at the 


close of our preceding chapter, 


‘“ Why did he not arrest you?” was the 


woman’s query. 
“T don’t know,’’ came ahs answer. 
* He followed you?” 
SS Gas? 
“ And uncovered you?” 
“Yes. He tore off my wig.” 
“ You are Davis?” 
Slane 
a , And he did not denounce you as Davis?” 
No.’ 


“What did he say?’ = 

“He said he had made a mistake, and 
apologized. He said I was not the man he 
was looking for.”’ 

The two women gazed into each other’s 
faces, and after a bit Kate said: 

“Tell us all that occurred.”’ 

The man related all that had occurred: The 
woman listened attentively, and finally said: 

25 aoe 8 all right.’ 

tis?” 
4 Yes I-begin to see through it all.” 

“Tt has a bad look,”’ said Jennie.’ 

‘“No; it’s allright unless my instructions did 
not go far enough. It was all right up to a 
certain point.” 

““ How is it all right?” 

“That man was fooled; but he is deep—yes, 
very deep. Oh, had I only known what his 
pay would be! = 

Will you explain?” 

“Tt is not Davis those men want alone. 
They want those bonds. Badger is a deep. 
man. Hedid not expect to see Davis, and when 
he did he was taken aback. But he is a good 
one, he is. He recovered from his surprise, 
and he has played it well. He led off fora 
blind, and he started- in to trail Davis. It’s 
the bonds he wants.’ 

“Yes; and if he did as you say, he has 
trailed Davis to this house.’’ 

“That is so, and that is bad. Davis should 
have known better than to come here.”’ 

“JI did not know what to do under the cir- 
cumstances,’ ’ said the man. 

“That is so, I should have been on my 
guard fora game like this, But it is all right. 
He will want you. Yes, I will know how to 
fool him. Now let him dog oe That is just 
the game. It will suit as well as though he had 
worked the other trick.” : 

A moment the three people were silent, and 
then Jennie’said: ; 

‘We don’t know yet just what their game 
is,’” “ 7 
Oe We cin soon find out. That man is watch- 
ing this house now. Ile knows Davis will not 
remain hee? ; 

“ Suppore he inf! 


We will fool him.’ 

** How?" 

pe Davis must co out, The man will follow 
fo ehutow, It's the bonds they want. You 
can follow, too—a double shadow, and you will 
prove my chnclis ion.’ 

It was arranger! that Davis should go to the 
street, which he did, aud the woman Jennie 


. 


Badger went to his 
lodgings, and Sleuth went on a prowl, and we 
will relate his marvelous adventures later on. 
In the meantime, the man Davis, as has been 
indicated, had entered the home of Kate Davis, 
and when he stood in the presence of the two 
women he had a perplexed look upon his face, 
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slipped out for a double naka Davis walked 
along openly, and Jennie stole after him; but 
no Badger turned up, and in due time Jennie 
returned and so reported. 


* ane you sure no one followed him?”’ 
am 


“ This is something I do not understand."’ 

“*T has a bad look. 

pat hase ce 

“Tt can not be possible that he has tumbled.” 

“Tf he has a game, he is going in deeper than 
I can fathom.”’ 

““ They are wonderful men.’ 

“They are; and if you had found Badger 
following Davis I would have been encour- 
aged, but now I do not know what to think. I 
am all at sea,’”’ 

““ Can it be possible?”’ 

““Can what be possible?” 

‘“ That I was fooled, after all.” 

‘‘ When and where?” 

““Tn Philadelphia.” 

““ How do you mean?” 

“Can it be possible there were two of them 
there at the same time?” 

“It is possible. But then again, remember 
I saw Sleuth in New York.” 

““ What will you do now?” 

“Go to bed.” 

“ And then?’’ 

““'Td-morrow I will put matters to the full 
test. We are to win or to lose to-morrow,’ 

“*T fear,”’ said Jennie, 
““ What do you fear?”’ 


great scheme—it seems to have failed.” 

‘* I do not admit it has failed yet.’ 

Upon the day following the incidents we 
have described, Badger was on the street, and 
in due time he met Jennie Franks, 

“Tam glad I have met you, 
woman. 

“* Are you?’’ 

“Yes. I have earned my reward. I am 
liable to be discovered at any moment; I am 
already suspected, Ky 

‘You are?”’ 

ee Yes. ” 

““That’s bad.” 

““T kept my contract, did I not?’’ 

‘Tt would appear so,’’ answered Badger. 

“Do you mean to bilk me that way?” 

‘* How?” 

ie aes Le playing off already.” 


”’ said the 


ee I 


ae How?” 
ae aie you. if I had not kept my contract,’’ 
‘Yes, 

“You answer: ‘It would appear so.’ ”’ 

““That was my answer.’ 

““ And what do you mean?”’ 

“* Just what I say. 

‘“ Then I have really, earned my money?” 

“It would appear so.’ 

‘“Did I not put you on the track of Davis?” 

““Tt would appear so,’ 

“Will you speak plainly?” 

“‘T am speaking plainly.” 

“You say it would appear so.’ 

“e Yes, »> 

‘“Do you mean to imply that it was not Davis 
whom I pointed out to you last night?"’ 

“Tt would appearwamat it was the man Davis.”’ 

““ You know it was Pavis?’’ 

There came a peculiar smile over the detect- 
ive’s features, as he asked: 

** Which Davis?”’ 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


THe woman gave a start when the detective 
asked the strange question, ‘* Which Davis?’’ 
and when she recovered her breath, she said: 

‘“ You do not intend to pay me now?” 

Cano; © 

The two separated, and Badger smiled as he 
muttered: 

“Oh, no, gals; you can’t work that on me, 


” 


While the incidents we have deseribed were 
oceurving in New York, Old Sleuth was busy 
in Philadelphia, as our readers will remember. 
IIe had taken cerfain precautions, and in due 
time he received note inclosing a telegram, 
which read as follows: 


‘“ New York, 


‘Road clear. Go. 
* [Signed] it 
 Alial’”’ ejaculated the great thief-taker, as 
he read the telegram gnd permitted a pleased 
gleam to shine in his eyes, ‘' Yes, yea,”’ he 





“That we have already lost. Yours was a | 


en alt 


24 


said; ‘‘ the road is clear; but, Johnny, I reckon 
I will be at the gate as you pass out.” 

The detective had got himself up in good 
form. Ile had studied up the pedigree of the 
man he was after, and at the time knew all 
about his past history, and had learned who 
had been his most intimate associates. 

Having read the telegram, he started out upon 
the street, and went down to the shipping- 
offices, aud he kept moving around from one 
to the other. He had made his arrangements, 
had several aids on the lookout, and was pre- 
pared for a signal at any moment. No signal 
came. The detective had spent the whole day 
on the lookout, and started to return to his 
home. He was greatly disappointed, and mut- 
tered: : : 

“‘T wonder if I have made a miscalculation? 
I think not.”’ Se 

He was still thinking over the situation, and 
while doing so he walked toward the depot. 
He knew it was about time for a train to arrive 
from New York. The train arrived on time 
The detective stood watching the passengers 
from a point where he could not be seen, and 
he saw an old Jady alight from the train. She 
asked several questions of a porter, and the 
shuffled away. : 

Sleuth saw the old lady the moment she 
stepped off the train, and he muttered: : 

‘“Good enough! I thought it possible.”’ 

The old woman, as stated, shuffled away, 
and the detective stole after her, and again he 
muttered: 

““You are a good one; but I am on to you, 
madame. Itis just as I thought it might be, 
and now I’ve got*you.”’ 

The old lady passed: from the depot and took 
a street-ear. She rode along a few squares and 
alighted. The detective was on hand. She 
started to walk, and played her game well, act- 
ually stopping to ask questions, And again the 
detective communed with himself, saying: 

“*T wonder if she fears being followed here? 
- I thought she had the road clear. Well, well! 
she does it finely, but she can’t fool me.” 

The old woman made her way down toward 
the river, and finally entered a house in a low 
quarter. The detective was on hand, and as 
the woman ‘disappeared he stood a moment, 
seemingly lost in thought, and then he made a 
motion which to an observer would appear as 
though he were suffering from a sudden ver- 
tigo. But the motion meant something. A 
man passed along, and as he arrived opposite to 
where Sleuth stood, the latter said: 

““ When the woman comes out, I will follow 
her.”’ 

** All right, sir.’”’ 

““ You will lay around here?” 

“* Yes, sir.” 

“Tf a man comes from that house, arrest 
him.” 

“All right, sir.”’ 

“Make sure that no one leaves there and 
steps by you.”’ 

“*T will look out, sir.’ 

“Good enough.”’ 

The man passed; he had not even stopped 
while receiving his orders. He had merely 
walked slowly, and had pretended to be look- 
ing for a certain number, 

Our readers will observe Aww little a real first- 
class officer can take for granted, and how 
necessary it is to be on guard at every moment 
and at every point. 

As stated, the man passed on, and Sleuth 
went to cover. He lay around for fully three 
hours, and during that time was as silent as a 
statue, It was anold game for him. He had 
learned patience and endurance, and he could 
have gone on waiting and watching for days 
had it been necessary, but after three hours he 
was relieved. Not the old woman, but a young 
woman came forth from the house, and again 
Sleuth muttered: 3 

“* By ginger! how easily those women would 
fool a young man; but, madame, you can’t fool 
me. I’ve been there.’’ 

The woman passed along the street, and the 
detective, before proceeding to follow, worked 
one of his magic changes, and then he fell to 
the shadow. The woman was very wary. She 
went up one street and down another, and the 
detective did not follow hei too closely, but was 
very particular to guard against her giving him 
the slip, and he muttered: 

“ She does act as though she knew some one 
‘was on her track. If she does not suspect, she 
soe the most wonderful precautions, that's 
all, 


At length she started in one direction and 
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held to a straight course, and again the old de- 
tective assured himself with the remark: 

‘* Now it’s a go.” 

And, indeed, go it proved. The woman went 
straight to the house, 200 —— Street, and she 
entered it. The detective had knowledge of 
this house. He had improved an opportunity 
to study it well, and the woman had not been 
five minutes in the house ere Sleuth had gained 
an entrance. He looked in the parlor, and then 
passed up the stairs, and with his wonderful 
power of observation, decided upon which room 
the woman was in, although both doors were 
closed. 

The detective entered the adjoining room, 
and he did it so noiselessly that he would not 
have startled a mouse. Once in the room, he 
set himself to watch at the key-hole of the door 
between the two rooms, He saw the woman. 
She was seated ina chair. She was evidently. 
very much fatigued, and he heard her mutter: 

“Tt is all right so far: I will look out for 
myself, I have taken chances enough.” 

She spoke in a very low tone, and sat for ful- 
ly ten minutes without moving, and then again 
muttered: 

““| wonder where Alice can be? Can it be 
possible she will not return until well on toward 
morning ?”’ 

The woman appeared to consider, and finally 
said: 

‘Tt is just as well. It may not be safe for 
me to remain here. I will go,” 





CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


Ir was evident the woman believed herself to 
be alone in the house. She had determined to 
go away. The detective decided to interview 
her before she made a change, and he opened 
the door and stood before her. The woman ut- 
tered a suppressed scream. 

“Don’t scream, sis,’’ said the detective. 

““Who are you? Robber, leave at once, or 
I will summon the police.” 

“All right, Kate. Summon the police if you 
want to go back on an old friend that way; but 
I’ve come to tell you some very sad news.”’ 

*“You have come to tell me some very sad 
news?’’. ; 

“6 Yes. ” 

““Who are you, and what have you to tell 
me?” 

“* Jim has been run down,’’. 

‘* Jim has been run down?”’ 

““Yes; Jim led the cops to his lair. He be- 
lieves you betrayed him. It looks that way. 
You got the papes, and the next moment after 
you leave him he is nipped. I got away by the 
skin of my teeth; but when he knew all was up 
he ordered me to come here and get the papes 
back from you.” i 

The woman's face was a study, but she was 
cool. She was, indeed, a woman of great 
nerve. 

‘* Who are you?”’ she demanded. 

“Ob, I am a friend of the family.”’ 

““Let me look at your face. You are under 
cover.” 

‘Certainly [4m under cover. Do you sup- 
pose I’ve been hiding with Jim all these weeks, 
to be nipped at the last moment?”’ 

The woman approached closer and closer, as 
though desirous of peering more closely into 
the man’s face. Her own features were set, 
and on them was to be witnessed a look of des- 
perate determination. She got close to her vis- 
itor, and then suddenly leaped forward. In 
her hand was a poniard. She made a stroke. 
But it was Old Sleuth with whom she was 
dealing. He, like Badger, had been there be- 
fore. It would take more than a woman to 
get a knife into his heart ‘so easily. Indeed, 
he had read her purpose, and he permitted her 
to approach, He was ready to let her strike, 
and then ward off the blow at the last moment. 
He was prepared, as intimated, and as she made 
the stroke he stepped to one side, caught her 
wrist, gave her arm a twist, and the poniard 
fell from her grasp, as she uttered a cry of pain. 

“That is not the way to treat a friend, Kate.’’ 

““Ourse you!’’ muttered the woman, between 
her clinched teeth. 

‘“Why should you curse me?” 

““T know you,”’ 

ae Do you?” 

“ Yes, curse you!”’ 

““ As you know me, 
self,”’ 

‘That chicken-hearted fool, Jim, has be- 
trayed me."’ ; 

“No; you betrayed Jim.” 


I need not announce my- 





“* It’s falsel’’ 


“Oh, yes, you did. I was at the train when 


you arrived,’ - 
‘“'You were?” 
Oh? tyeslian ok 
alight, 
feeble.”’ 
“You are not Badger?’’ 
ee No. ” 
*“ Who are you?” “+ 
“Tam not Badger.”’ 
“ What do you want?” 
““T want those papes.”’ 
“What papes?”’ 
“* The ones you just got from Jim,” 
“1 told you Jim had betrayed me.”’ 
“No, you betrayed Jim.”’ 
“But he squealed.” ~ 
ee No.” 
““ You can not fool me. 
“Tt does not matter. 
The woman laughed and said: 


Who are you?”’ 


saw the feeble old woman 
It was easy to follow her, she was so 


I'll have those papes.”’ 


“You may have me, but you have not got 


the papers yet, nor will you get them.” 

‘*Oh, yes; I've you and the papers also,” 

‘“No, sir. But who are vou?’’ 

“ Oh, I’m one of them.” a 

‘‘ You will never get the papers, unless—”’ 

The woman stopped short. i 

““ Speak out,”’ 

“Unless you make terms with me.” 

“What terms would you make?” 

“You can make a big haul.’’ 

Caniiges 

“Yes, for yourself,”’ . 

“ How?’’ 

“T will divide with you. 
gether.”’ 

“* But we can’t turn the papes into money.”’ 

“Yes, we can.”’ 7 

““ Have you arranged for that?” 

Ser -haiveumea eet 

“There is one thing in the way of any 
arrangement, madame.’’ 

“There is?”’ ? 

ee Yes.’’ 

“* What?” 

‘“T’m Sleuth.”’ 


We will skip to- 


The woman started, and then stood and glared 


like one suddenly stricken. 

“You are Sleuth?” 

“T am Sleuth,’ 

“It’s false!’’ 

The detective worked a change, and the wom- 
an groaned and exclaimed: 

‘*T am undone!”’ 

“You are all right; but you must pass over 
the bonds.’’ 

“T have no bonds. You are away off there. 
I was too smart for you.”’ 

‘* Do not let us make any mistake, madame.” 

‘“* What do you mean?”’ 

There was deep meaning in the tones of the 
old detective’s voice, and there was a terrible 
gleam in his eyes. 

< me you wish to know what I mean?” 

“e , es. ” 

3 oe what I am prepared to do?” 

C5: 

“I will search through every inch of clothin 
on your body right now and here. Madame, 
mean business.’’ = 

‘“ A thousand curses on your head!”’ 

“ That’s all right, as far as you are con- 
cerned, madame.”’ 

‘*T recall the curses.” 

** All right.”’ 

‘*T throw myself upon your mercy,” 

“That is better.”’ 

““ Give me a few thousands.” 

The detective looked at the woman. He ad- 
mired her. She was, in his estimation, the 
smartest woman he had ever met in his life, 

“* Kate,’’ he said, ‘‘ I am sorry for you.” 

‘Thank you, Do you know my history?” 

‘* Well, yes.” 

“TI was a good and pure girl once.” 

““T do not doubt it.” 


““ Let me tell'you my story,” said the woman. 





CHAPTER XXXIX. 


THE woman told her story, and it was the old 
old tale. 1 
she married had corrupted her; and when once 
turned from a conscientious course, she had be- 
come, as is usual, even more desperate than the 
man who had lured her to a criminal career, 
When she had finished her narrative, Sleuth 
said: 

“Why do you not reform?” 


“a 


She had loved, and the man whom 
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es 
‘Bah! T care not for 

ene: anaes of reform. But, Sleuth, I 
: ae ' eer iite ac t ” 
Em 

nes eereeeantnorunl times as nearly as 
ar Sak Ra 

. criminal brings , and trouble, 
_ and fear, There is no ame: nem Snane 


be That is true.” 

__ “J will become an honest woman, simply be- 
cause it doesn’t to be dishonest. Give mea 

‘thousands, I will go away, and you 

will never hear.of me again. 

a husband?” 


“Ha ghim if you can. He deserves to be 
ever 


{Has he 
“No; he is too big a toward. He is a 
schemer, and, had it not been for me, he could 
not hav — through any of his schemes.”’ 
Ho you work the suicide scheme?” 
__ “* Basily enough. We knew a man who was 
ying. He was one of our gang. He had but 
sto live. We made an arrangement 
that when he died we were to 
body. He was brought to our house. 
1 there. We intended to work the sui- 
sooner. Had we done so, we would 
all right; but we were delayed. The 
been over twenty-nine hours 
2 worked the game. The doctor discov- 
he trick and gave us away; I know that.”’ 
. the doctor did not give you away.”’ 
ith told how he was led to suspect 


committed a murder?” 


ae 


01 turned over to the detective three 
red and dollars in bonds. 
re are the rest?’’ demanded the detect- 
ae 
d enough. I will visit Jim, and if I 
the bonds from him, I will see that you 
id five thousand dollars, Kate, for I am 
ed you are prepared to become an honest 
PN Cee 
; and when I get the money, I will 
> for Mexico. You will never see me again; 
- but do not tell Jim where I intend to go.”’ 
“You need not fear Jim. He will go up for 
the rest of his life, sure.”’ 

_ “ And that will free ine from the marriage?” 
Yes; if you take the proper H goep stant 
Who, besides yourself and husband, is involved 

eee re : 

_ “* How about Martin? , 
“He is as innocent as you are. I took him 
into my after the deed was done.’* 
Kate, I will come here in the aoe pae and 
you, and need fear nothing. I will 
ie _£¢ od my word, and pay you the five 

lars.’’ 4 


nd aa 


in’ 


Seu th’s word is good enough for me any 

“Yes ee confidence will not be mis- 
_ placed. I find you here in the morning?” 
a a 1 will.’’ 


Ps __.The detective went away. He proceeded 

direct to the house into which he had seen the 
‘woman enter when disguised as the helpless old 
 ereature. He found his man on guard. 
Well, how is it?”’ 

“No one has come forth yet.” 

The ot ve -_ gain a ne. 
tion from Kate, and he entered the house. He 
-. ascended to the second floor, opened the door, 
_and a man leaped to his feet. The next instant 


/ came the r of a pistol, and the man 
1 bleeding tite hoor. Poleuth ws at bis 
"* Dara fool!’”’ exclaimed the detective. 

“Why did ot 


‘ou do it?’’ 
oe 1 I knew the game was up. 1 was 


) ‘h ran down and summoned his aid, and 
- the man was dispatched with a message. With- 
a enty minutes the chief of police of the city, 
* not several others were at the side 
At man. Davis was indeed a dying 
mar. Later on his wife arrived, and tliere were 
balf « dow in the room when, just at 


daylight, the man expired. 
“The 4 a bad bee cool, however, and| you 
, Cell cel ‘ 


help, be bad secured the bal- 


“a 


; OLD SLEUTH, 


a 


I did not believe he had the courage.”’ 

. Kate, you are responsible for his death.” 

am?’ 

ae Yes.”’ 

ae How?” 

“You discouraged him.” 

**T told him the trutb.” 

“* What did you tell him?" 

““I told him the chances were against him. 
IT asked him to divide with me, and said I 
would take care of myself, and he must take 
care of himself.” 

‘* That man believed you betrayed him.”’ 

“He knows better now, if he knows any- 
thing. I did all I could to carry the scheme 

“You did.”’ 

c What will you donow?’’ asked the woman. 

There is no need to establish your hus- 
band’s identity as Davis.’’ 

*“Can you avoid it?’’ 

ees. 

“ And save young Albert Gray?” 

ce Yes.’” 

“That man is innocent.”’ 

“Yes; I have all the proofs.”’ 

__““ And you can arrange to have him honor- 
ably acquitted without proving the identity of 
Davis?” 

ce ean 

‘*“' Then let it be so.”’ 

Sleuth had forge a story that Davis was 
really a native of Philadelphia, that his real 
name was not Davis. The detective had only 

ven out his real name; and as the coroner had 

en summoned, and had taken his ante-mortem 
statement, the subsequent inquest the following 
are was but a mere formal matter. 
leuth remained three days in Philadelphia, 
and, with the woman Kate, was one of the 
mourners at the funeral. It was a genuine sui- 
cide the last time. The man preferred death 
to a long term of imprisonment, which would 
probably have been for life. 





CHAPTER XL. 


On the fourth day after the suicide, Sleuth 
was prepared to return to New York, and at 
the depot he was met by Badger. 

It was Badger who had been on the ‘woman’s 
trail, and who had let Sleuth _know that he 
might look for her in Philadelphia. Kate went 
to her home. She was dressed in mourning, 
and looked but little like a woman who had led 
a criminal career. Sleuth and Badger proceed- 
ed to the former’s home, and there the two de- 
tectives talked over the affair, and made all 
proper explanations. 

Later on two gentlemen were ushered into the 
great detective’s office, and to them was tolda 


BADGER & CO. 


25 


“No; there is nothing to be paid. And now 
let me tell you something: Albert will be re- 
stored to his position, and that will establish to 
all the world the fact of his innocence,”’ 

* Oh, sir, that is so good—go good!" 

Yes; _under all the circumstances it is 
grand. You will become his wife?”’ 

*“ We are engaged to be married.” 

“When will you marry?” 

“ As soon as Albert is able to ask me to give 
up my position in the school.”’ 

‘a hat means as soon as he is able to support 
you? 

Yes, ein? 

The answer came with a blush, 

“The firm feel that they owe something to 
Albert for all that he has suffered.’’ 

_ ‘Oh, it is enough that they have done him 
justice at last.’’ 

““'Phey will indemnify him.” 

*“No need, sir.”* 

““They will present him with a house and 
lot, and pay him a salary adequate to the main- 
tenance of a home.” 

“* Oh, sir, this is like a romance.” 

“ Well, it is pretty considerable of a romance, 
take it all through,” said the detective. 

PeaveS, Sir, it asi 

“All this the young man will owe to you,.”’ 

“* No, no!”’ 

: oe should never forget the debt of grati- 
ude. 

‘He never will forget his debt of gratitude 
to you, sir; and never will I, either, sir.”’ 

“Say nothing to any one, and come here at 
this hour to morrow.”’ 

“Can IT not go and see Albert at the jail?”’ 

“No; you will come here to-morrow. And 
now go away; I have business on hand.” 

The day following, the detective went to the 
jail. He had a long talk with Albert Gray. He 
explained everything to the young man, and, 
as can well be imagined, he lad a happy list- 














ner. 

“You will observe one fact,’’ said Sleuth. 
“ You owe all this to Mary Penham,”’ 

“T recognize the fact, sir.”’ 

-“ And you will never forget it?”’ 

“Never.” i 

“You are a very lucky young man.” 

“Yes, sir, in having come out of this affair 
when all Jooked so black and hopeless.” 

“T do not mean in that way.”’ 

** What do you mean, sir?”’ 

“‘T mean you are.a lucky man to have won 
the love of such a true and noble girl as Mary 
Penham.”’ 

“‘T fully realize that, sir.” 

“You think you do?”’ 

** Yes, sir,”* 

‘‘ Well, never forget it, for I repeat, had it 
not been for her, you would have been a ruined 


tale that caused them to follow it with running | ran 


comments and ejaculations of wonder. The 
two gentlemen were the principal members of 
the firm that had been robbed, and the stolen 
bonds were returned to them, with other valu- 
able papers. The four men discussed at length 
a plan for keeping the whole tragic ending of 
the great robbery a secret, and the district at- 
torney and one of the judges of a criminal court 
were summoned, and the six men finally agreed 
upon a plan. , 

Upon the day following, the detective held a 
long interview with Kate Davis. She was 
known as Kate Davis, but her real name, as 
our readers have been informed, was a different 
one. Kate readily entered into the plan, and 
that @:me evening the old detective received a 
visitor—a lady hs entered his office veiled. 

“You may remove your veil, Miss Penham.”’ 

The girl removed her veil, and the face that 
was disclosed betrayed the mental anguish 
through which’she bad passed. C 

“* Mary,’’ said the detective, ‘‘ it is all right.’”’ 

“What do you mean, sir?” 

“The innocence of Albert Gray has been es- 
tablished, and to-morrow he will be a free 


an, 

The girl fell upon her knees, but the old de- 
tective at once raised to her feet. 

“No, no!” he said, ‘‘ No need to thank me. 
It is but justice that is to be done.” 

“Oh, sir, you are so noble, so good! And 
to-morrow I will bring you my money and pay 

” 


“No; it will cost you nothing. All the 
stolen plunder has been recovered, and I have 
been paid.” 

“ Tet me add what 1 have to the reward you 


have received.” 
The detective smiled kindly, and said: 


he 


’ 


“T fully realize it.”’ 

‘“* And you will always bear it in mind?’ 

“T will, sir.” 

Later on the young man was brought before 
the judge, who had been summoned with the 
district attorney to the detective’s home. An 
affidavit was read from the woman known as 
Kate Davis, the wife of the suicide, James 
Davis, and she surrendered all the bonds and 
what there was of the plunder. Young Gray 
was formally discharged--honorably  dis- 
charged; and in the court the parties who had 
been robbed announced their satisfaction, and 
also the fact that, to prove their belief in his in- 
nocence, he should be restored to their employ. 

The matter was legally closed, and Albert was 
a free man, and his honor was restored to him. 
He left the couart-room between Badger and 
Old Sleuth, the men whose wonderful skill had 
led to the proof of hig innocence, 

At the time named, the fair girl, Mary Pen- 
ham, arrived at Sleuth’s house, and the detect- 
ive said: 

‘You read the evening papers?” 

J did, sit. ~ 

“Then you know all about it?”’ 

With tears streaming down her face, she an- 
swered: 

“T do, But where is Albert?’ 

“« Go into the parlor,’’ said Sleuth, 

The girl went into the parlor, and what passed 
shall be the secret of those most concerned, 

Six months following the incidents we have 
narrated, a marriage occurred, and the papers 
contained a simple announcement, and we will 
only add that Sleuth, Badger & Co, attended 
the wedding. 

Tum END, 
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THE BOOK OF ETIQUETTE. 


With Handsome Lithographed Cover. 





Price 10 Cents. 


This book is a guide to good manners and the ways 
of fashionable society, a complete hand-book of behav- 
ior: containing all the polite observances of modern 
life; the sone of engagements and marriages; the 
manners and training of children; the arts of conversa- 
tion and polite letter-writing; invitations to dinners, 
evening parties and entertainments of all descriptions; 
table manners, etiquette of visits and public places; 
how to serve breakfasts, luncheons, dinners, and teas; 
how to dress, travel, shop, and behave at hotels and 
watering-places. This book contains all that a lady or 
gentleman requires for correct behavior on ali social 
occasions, 








THE BOOK OF THE TOILET. 


With Handsome Lithographed Cover, 
Price 10 Cents. 


This is a little book which we can recommend to 
every lady for the Preservation and Increase of Health 
and Beauty. It contains full directions for all the arts 
and mysteries of personal decoration, and for increas- 
ing the natural graces of form and expression. All the 
affections of the skin, hair, eyes, and body, that detract 
from appearance and happiness, are made the subjects 
of precise and excellent recipes, Ladies are instructed 
how to reduce their weight without injury to health 
and without producing pallor and weakness. Nothing 
necessary to a complete toilet book of recipes and val- 
uable advice and information has been overlooked in 
the compilation of this volume, 


00D FORM: 
A BOOK OF EVERY-DAY ETIQUETTE. 


BY MRS. ARMSTRONG. 
With Handsome Lithographed Cover 





Price 10 CEents. 


No one aspiring to the manners of a lady or gentle- 
man can afford to be without a copy of this invaluable 
book, which is certain to spare its possessor many em- 
ee incidental to the novice in forms of eti- 
quette, 


MODEL LETTER-WRITER 
AND LOVERS’ ORACLE. 


With Handsome Lithographed Cover, 








Price 10 Cents. 


This book is a complete guide for both ladies and 
gentlemen in elegant and fashionable letter-writing: 
containing perfect examples of every form of corre- 
spondence, business letters, love letters, letters to rela- 
tives and friends, wedding and reception cards, invita- 
tions to entertainments, letters accepting and declining 
invitations, letters of introduction and recommenda- 
tion, letters of condolence and duty, widows’ and wid- 
owers’ letters, love letters for all occasions, proposala 
of marriage, letters between betrothed lovers, letters of 
a young girl to her sweetheart, correspondence relating 
to household management, letters accompanying gifts 
ete. Every form of letter used in affairs of the heart 
will be found in this little book, It contains simple and 
full directions for writing a good letter on all occasions 
The latest forms used in the best society have been 
carefully followed. It is an excellent manual of refer 
euce for all forms of engraved cards and invitations, 





THE ART OF HOUSEKEEPING, — 


BY MARY STUART SMITH. 
With Handsome Lithographed Cever. 
Price 10 Cents. 


' A thoroughly practical book on housekeeping by ar 
experienced mae celebrated housekeeper, > hemes totes 
isa capable and distinguished writer upon all subjects 
connected with the kitchen and household. 








MUNRO'S STAR RECITATIONS. 


CoMPILED AND EpiTgp By MRS. MARY E, BRYAN. 


With Handsome Lithographed Cover, 
PRICE 10 CENTs. 


An entirely new, choice, and entertainin i 

of humorous, comic, tragic, sentimental, aid noe 
poems for recitation. Suitable for parlor entertain- 
ments, summer hotel entertainments, school exhibi- 
tions, exercise in elocution, evenings at home ete. The 
whole carefully revised, innocently amusing, inetruct-- 
ive, and entertaining, forming a delightful reading book 
of poetical selections from the best authors. 
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